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June 23, 2020 

Leaving God Out of It 
Pastor Brian Robertson 

 
We live in a culture that teaches us that if we want 
something we should just “go for it.” Over the course 
of the next two Sundays (June 28 and July 6), Pastor 
Jamie will be opening up 2 Samuel 12-13 and conclud-
ing our series on the life of David by looking at the 
disturbing story of David and Bathsheba. How did 
God’s chosen King of Israel end up committing abduc-
tion, adultery, sexual assault, and murder? Because 
he knew what he wanted – to have Bathsheba for 
himself – and as a king it was within his power to “go 
for it.” The cost of getting what he wanted was acting 
as if what he was doing was none of God’s business. 
 
On July 13, we will be launching our summer sermon 
series entitled “Into the Wild.” We’ll be opening up 
Mark 1:9-13, which provides us with an account of 
Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness. It is 
worth noting that in tempting our Lord, Satan didn’t 
offer Jesus anything that he wasn’t entitled to. Sa-
tan’s rather persuasive argument was “You, Jesus, 
have a right to these things. Why hesitate to exercise 
your power? You should just go for it!” All Jesus had 
to do to have what he desired – then and there - was 
to leave God out of it. But his answer made it clear 
that for him there was no such thing as acting outside 
of his father’s will. 
 
Most of us are tempted by the same thing that tempt-
ed David. I am not, however, talking about sexual lust 
for a neighbour. I am talking about the temptation to 
set our own rules for how we are going to behave, so 
that we can have what we want. But our ways are not 
God’s ways, and both of these stories make it clear 
that we can’t have it both ways. “Go for it!” may 
seem like an attractive slogan. But Jesus gave us a 
better one: “Seek first his kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.” (Matthew 6:33) 

The theme for our summer sermon series for 2020 is 
going to be “Into the Wild.” Although summer is defi-
nitely a time of year when people like to get out into 
the great outdoors, and perhaps even to spend time in 
wilderness settings, our journey this summer will 
have to do more with “wilderness” as a metaphor for 
particular seasons in our spiritual life. Throughout 
Scripture we find a wide range of stories that relate to 
the ideas of wilderness, exile, solitude, and isolation. 
In deserts, in caves, on lonely mountaintops, in places 
that seem far from the comfort and safety and security 
of home, people have profound experiences of God. 
They experience His presence, His voice, His power, 
His provision, His promise. 
 
All those who would follow Jesus must be prepared 
to be led into the wilderness. Life brings seasons of 
isolation, of loneliness, of solitude.  We find ourselves 
in places of dryness, of barrenness, of desolation. We 
experience seasons of doubt, of disconnection and 
even of exile. The Psalms tell us that these are an    
unavoidable part of life. But they also tell us where, 
during our seasons of wilderness, we need to turn our 
eyes. And that is to the God who also leads His     
people out of the wilderness. 
 
Our series on the life of David will wrap up on July 6. 
Then, for the next nine weeks after that, we will    
journey through the wilderness in search of the God 
who spoke to Moses, who strengthened David, who 
provided for Elijah, who inspired Isaiah, and who 
sent His own Son to live as an alien among us, and 
then die alone on a cross, in order to bring us all 
home. 

http://www.sevenoaks.org
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AGM Voting Starts June 29 
 

As part of the “online AGM” process that we are 
using this year, voting will begin on Monday June 29 
and will remain open until Monday July 13. If you are 
on the Active Members list for the church, you are 
entitled to fill out a ballot form and drop it in the 
ballot box at the church office anytime during office 
hours over that two-week period. 

Some Active Members will have been mailed out a 
copy of the ballot form along with this newsletter.  
If you have not received a copy of the ballot form in 
this way, you can pick one up at the church office or 
have someone pick one up for you. If you would like 
us to mail you out a copy of the ballot form, please 
call the church office at 604.853.0757 and we’ll put 
one in the mail to you right away. If you are unsure 
whether or not you are on the Active Members list, 
you can also call the church office and ask us to 
check. 

Starting June 29, COMPLETED BALLOTS can be (a) 
brought in to the office in person during office 
hours, or (b) sent in with someone else, or (c) 
mailed in to us at 

 Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
 2575 Gladwin Road 
 Abbotsford, BC   V2T 3N8 

When you receive your ballot form you will notice 
that there is a place on the ballot form for you to 
indicate your name. Please include your name on 
your completed ballot form. Only Active Members 
may vote, and we need to cross your name off of 
the voting list when your ballot form goes in to the 
ballot box. 

The ballots will be counted on July 14, and the re-
sults will be announced in our next newsletter, as 
well as during our online worship service on July 19. 

Copies of our AGM documents, which include the 
2019 Annual Report, the Treasurer’s Report, and the 
Nominating Committee Report, can be picked up at 
the church office. 

Congratulations Grads! 
Pastor Zach Meisenheimer 

 
Each June we like to pause & celebrate those in our 
church family who have graduated in the previous 
12 months from secondary school or post-secondary 
school. 2020 has been a very abnormal year so cele-
brations have had to be in new & creative ways. To 
each of our Grads, know that we are happy for & 
proud of you! Church family, feel free to creatively 
express congratulations to the following people for 
their scholastic achievement this year: 
 

Secondary School Grads 
 

  Everet Carter  WJ Mouat  
 
  Chelsey Choquette  Robert Bateman 
 
  Jeremy Firlotte Abbotsford Virtual School 
 
  Newton Maganga Jr WJ Mouat 
 

 
Post-Secondary Grads 
 
  Nathan Bell   BCIT 

CNC Machinist Technician Diploma 
 
  Renée Fox   Queens University 

BC Post-Grad - Mathematics Education 
 
  Joel Marcotte Columbia Bible College 

Bachelor of Arts in Counselling & Human Services 
 
  Manjulika Robertson University of Ottawa 

Bachelor of Arts in Communication  
 
  Amy Verwoerd Pacific Life Bible College 

Certificate of Completion in Christian Studies 

Canada Day Trivia  

1.  Name 2 of the 4 provinces that formed     

the new dominion of Canada in 1867. 

2. Two Montreal journalists got together to play a game 

of Scrabble on Dec 15, 1979. That evening, their usual 

conversation turned creative & within 45 minutes they 

had invented a new game. What was it called?  



Church  ReOpen ing  
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Volunteer “Worship Hosts” Needed! 

When we start to worship together again in      

person, we will not be able to hold gatherings of 

more than 50 people at a time, so it is all but    

certain that we are going to end up holding     

multiple worship gatherings every week (with most 

of them involving watching a pre-recorded service 

together on a big screen). In theory, we could    

eventually end up wanting to hold as many as       

4 or 5 (or even up to 9 or 10) different worship 

gatherings each week! 

To do that, we are going to need lots and lots of 

volunteers to help with the hosting of our worship 

gatherings. These “worship hosts” may be called 

upon to direct parking, welcome people at the 

door, maintain lists of those who are in attendance 

(so as to help with contact tracing), explain physical 

distancing guidelines to people, assist people to 

find safe seating, and/or help with the sanitizing of 

common contact surfaces before and after our 

worship gatherings take place.  

If you are interested in volunteering to serve in this 

capacity (at any time over the next six months), 

please contact the church office and let us know. 

Survey 

As Pastor Jamie announced during our worship 

service on Father’s Day, we are making plans to 

start holding in-person worship gatherings at the 

church building, and we need your input. Because 

we’re still limited to holding gatherings of no more 

than 50 people at a time, and because this virus 

still poses a very real threat to the health and   

safety of many of the more vulnerable members of 

our church family, we need to find out how many 

of you are ready to return, and what kinds of   

worship gatherings you’d be interested in          

returning for.  

For this reason we are asking everybody in the 

Sevenoaks Family to complete our Church         

ReOpening Survey. This short survey will take no 

more than 2 minutes to complete. 

Enclosed is a paper copy of the survey. Complete 

& return it to the church office, either by mail or in 

person. Someone else may bring it in for you.  

We will keep this survey open until Wednesday July 

8
th

, so don’t delay. 

We are counting on you. 

Canada Day Trivia (continued) 

3. What classic Canadian book published in 1908 is currently a Netflix series?  

4. Which of the following is not a Canadian invention? Peanut Butter / Insulin / Paint Roller / Bagless Vacuum 

Cleaner / Electric Wheelchair / Garbage Bags / Walkie-Talkie 

5. How many time zones are there in Canada?  

6. In 1951 Queen Elizabeth II attended 1 of these in Canada; she attended her second one, also 

in Canada, in 2002. What is it?  

7. Which famous superhero was co-created by a Canadian?  

8. What city in Canada is sunny the longest with 332 days of sun each year?  



Financial Giving 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, 
an act of worship to the living God & an expression of 
trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision 

of knowing Jesus & making Him known.  
 

Online via Pushpay 
Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-

ring gift to the church using Pushpay. Use a credit 
card & designate where you want your gift to go.  

 
Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial       
institution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 
Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your 

offering envelope number as your account number.  
2. E-Transfer 

Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the 
amount you want to give & make up a security    

question. Then be sure to send the security question 
answer for the  e-transfer in a separate email to 

life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it. 
 

Cheque 
Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 

Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 

completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it to 
the church office. 

 
Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 

Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or email 

ttoews@sevenoaks.org 
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Here’s another Gospel Community meeting! 

Clockwise from top left: Tim & Ellen Schlaak,   
Marilyn Young, Ken & Cindy Silen, Jim & Ev Roth, 
Elaine Gleig, Marv & Cindy Braun, & the ‘mug’ in 

the bottom left is Gaileen Warden 

Canada Day Trivia answers  

1. Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia 

2. Trivial Pursuit 

3. Anne of Green Gables 

4. Bagless Vacuum Cleaner  

5. 6 (Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern, Atlantic,  

     Newfoundland) 

6. A hockey game 

7. Superman 

8. Calgary 

Try the entire quiz at savvymom.ca 

Summer Schedule for the 
Sevenoaks Newsletter 

 

The newsletter you are reading 
is the seventh such newsletter 
that we have sent out since the 
pandemic hit. Up until now we 
have been sending it out once 
every 2 weeks, but over the next few months we 
are going to slow down the pace a bit and start 
sending it out once every 3 weeks. Our publica-
tion dates will be July 14, August 4, August 25 
and September 15.  

Family Campground Camping at  

Kawkawa this Summer 

Kawkawa Camp is offering families a one-off 

opportunity this summer to enjoy a week to-

gether on their lakefront property. While their 

traditional overnight summer camps have 

been cancelled this summer, they have 

been given the green light by health officials 

to    deliver an affordable vacation alterna-

tive for families: family campground camp-

ing with full meal service! For full information, 

or to register, visit their website at https://

kawkawa.com/family-camping-at-kawkawa/ 

https://kawkawa.com/family-camping-at-kawkawa/
https://kawkawa.com/family-camping-at-kawkawa/

