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Diocese of Ontario divests from fossil fuels
Josef Cihlar

Diocese of Ontario Green Group

T

he Synod Council of the
Diocese of Ontario approved
a motion to cease investing
funds in fossil fuel extraction
activities. The motion “BE IT
RESOLVED TO amend the
Diocesan investment policy
so as to require divestiture of
all investments, both equity
and fixed income, in fossil fuel
extraction companies” was
approved by the Council at
its June 2016 meeting. In this
decision our Diocese follows
in the footsteps of the Anglican
Dioceses of Ottawa, Montreal,
Quebec; the Church of England;
the United Church of Canada;
and many other institutions
around the world. Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop
Justin Welby, Primate Hiltz
and many church leaders have
also argued for divestment. As
of December 2015, the total
amount of funds divested
reached $3.4 trillion.
The divestment movement
responds to the urgent need
to curb the production
of greenhouse gases, the
primary cause of climate
change. Scientific studies have
concluded that to keep the
global air temperature increase
to 2 degrees C (the target of the
Paris agreement), greenhouse
gas emissions must be reduced
by 40-70 percent by 2050 and to
completely eliminated by 2100.
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In addition to reducing the funds
available for bringing out more
oil, coal and natural gas from the
ground, a major goal of divesting
is to avoid financial losses
due to the decreasing value
of the remaining reserves; the
increasing danger of ‘stranded’
fossil fuel assets has been

identified by Governor of the
Bank of England and numerous
other financial experts.
Divestment is only one of the
many actions that have to be
undertaken to curb the impacts
of climate change. Others are
up to individuals, governments,
and other institutions. As

What must we do? Green Group to offer

workshops on climate stewardship at Synod

our congregations in gaining
the information they need to
develop their action plans,
several activities are planned for
the November Synod (see “What
must we do? ” in this issue of
Dialogue).

Helping Children and Teenagers
Cope with Anxiety
Sandra Bradley, MSW

Paula Walker

Diocese of Ontario Green Group

C

limate change is real and we
are contributing to it. The
concentration of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere now exceeds
400 parts per million, well above
the 350 ppm threshold deemed
to be the ‘safe’ level for ensuring
that runaway climate change
does not imperil life on Earth.
Last December 195 countries
adopted the Paris Agreement to
address climate change. They
agreed to keep global warming
below 2 degrees with efforts
to limit it to 1.5 degrees. If this
is to happen we must stop
emitting greenhouse gases. We
cannot carry on with business
as usual. Fossil fuel accounts for
87% of human contributions to
greenhouse gases.
Science gives us the facts
but our faith gives us a moral
imperative to respond to this
crisis. As Christians, we are
called to care for our neighbours
(Matthew 25) and to be good
stewards of this beautiful planet
God has blessed us with (Genesis
1: 26-28). We must be aware of
how climate change adversely
affects all God’s creation as well

Primate Fred Hiltz stated in
February: “The times now
call every Christian to be an
environmentalist…Every church
leader has to be an eco-person…
Every baptized Christian in the
Anglican tradition now needs
to be a person that cares about
the environment.” To assist

as people living around the
world.
Earlier this spring our
diocesan leadership set the
example by divesting from fossil
fuel extraction (see “Diocese of
Ontario divesting from fossil
fuels” above). As Christians we
must now each ask ourselves
how we see this world. Is the
environment something to be
used to satisfy human needs,
even human greed—or do we
believe we are called by God to
care for this creation of which we
are a part in a way that sustains
it for future generations? How
must we support our church
in living into the 5th Mark of
Mission, “To strive to safeguard
the integrity of creation, and
sustain and renew the life of the
Earth”? There are many things

that can and must be done to
fight climate change and we
must do our part.
Your diocesan Green Group
would like to help you discover
what actions we can take as
individuals, churches and
society. We are offering two
workshops at the upcoming
Diocese of Ontario Synod
in November and everyone
is welcome to attend. One
workshop, ‘Climate change: what
can Anglicans do?’, will explore
what the responsibilities as
stewards of God’s creation and
as guardians of environmental
justice imply for our diocese, our
congregations and individuals.
The other, ‘Decarbonization:
beyond fossil fuels’, will explore
possibilities available to
churches and homes for how
to acquire heating and lighting
from sources other than fossil
fuels. We are accountable to God
and he will not abandon us. Let
us work together to protect our
common home.
If you would like more
information on the synod
workshops please contact us at
greengroup@ontario.anglican.ca.

Sandra’s session will speak to any person who is concerned
about a teenager or young adult struggling with anxiety.
Parents and grandparents especially will benefit from
learning about practical tools and strategies to support,
encourage, and better equip young people to cope with this
growing mental health issue.
Parents, caregivers, priests, children and youth teachers and
leaders…all are invited!

Sunday, October 30, 2016
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
At St. James Anglican, corner of Union and Barrie Streets, in
Kingston.

