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WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

 
Words of Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, and 
Announcements From Each Congregation Tim and Bill 
Including instructions for offerings. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation  
Tim and Bill 
 
Affirmation of Faith: Bill 
One: We are not alone 
All: We live is God’s world  
Who has created and is creating. Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Offering:  

Deborah and Donna 

“How long, O Lord, will you Forget”     After Psalm 13, Barbara Woollett 

How long, O Lord, will you forget an answer to my prayer? 
No tokens of your love I see,  
your face is turned away from me; 
I wrestle with despair. 

How long, O Lord, will you forsake and leave me in this way? 
When will you come to my relief? 
My heart is overwhelmed with grief, 
by evil night and day. 

How long, O Lord - but you forgive, 
with mercy from above. 
I find that all your ways are just, 
I learn to praise you and to trust 
in your unfailing love. 
 
People are invited to share their prayers in the chat. 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation: Bill 
One: We are always called but we don’t always understand. 
We are always loved but don’t always know we are loved. 
We are always called to make a sacrifice but we but don’t always 
know what and how. Yet we come to worship 
All: We come before the one who calls, who loves and who gives 
us their all. Let us worship the ever-changing God of Creation.   
 
One: Evolutionary God, Send your Spirit into our hearts that in our 
worship we might be transformed. Amen. 



 

Hymn:  VU 410 “This Day God Gives Me”   
(to the tune of Morning has Broken Vu 409,  
Words attributed to St. Patrick) 

This day God gives me strength of high heaven, 
Sun and moon shining,  flame in my hearth, 
flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness, 
deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth. 
 
This day God sends me strength to sustain me, 
might to uphold me, wisdom as guide. 
Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening, 
your lips are speaking, friend at my side. 
 
 
God's way is my way, God's shield is 'round me, 
God's host defends me, saving from ill. 
Angels of heaven, drive from me always 
all that would harm me, stand by me still. 
 
Rising, I thank you, mighty and strong One, 
King of creation, giver of rest, 
firmly confessing Threeness of Persons, 
Oneness of Godhead, Trinity blest. 
 
Learning With Our Children: Tim 

 
Hymn: “Like a Rock” MV 92 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 
 

Scripture Readings:  
Genesis 22:1-14 

22After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 



3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took 
two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance 
that God had shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and 
saw the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 
here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, 
and then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said 
to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He 
said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?”  

8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 9When they came to 
the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and 
took the knife to kill his son. 

11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you 
fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by 
its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place 
“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided.” 

Matthew 10:40-42 

40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Tim 

 
Hymn: MV 161 - "I Have Called You By Your Name" 
I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called and chosen; you are mine. 
 



I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name; speak the word your soul can claim,  
offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 
 
I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
 hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go. 
 
 
I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole;  
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 
 

 
WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 

 
Prayer of Revealing Tim 

God of Change and Hope; So often we seek a god who will demand 
sacrifice and revenge, a demanding god would be so much simpler but 
You offer us the complexity of grace and the gift of transformation.  We 
seek to hang onto old ideas even when they cause us harm.  Forgive 
us for our stubborn ways of thinking and loving and help us to see You 
and the world in new ways. In the name the living Christ who changed 
our understanding. Amen 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance Tim 

 
One: Although we may seek to sacrifice everything to appease our 
vengeful understanding of God, God is always offering a way out 
through grace in order to transform and save.  
All: Forgiven and transformed let us be whole, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sung Response: VU 385 - “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers”  
verse 5 only 
Spirit divine, attend our prayers: make a lost world your home; 
descend with all your gracious powers: 
O come, great Spirit, come! 
 
Prayers of the People: Bil 
 
We pray now for...Bill 
People are invited to offer their prayers in the chat.  
 



Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. We are known 
and heard deeply, graciously, constantly. Confident in this grace, we 
sing together the words that Jesus taught us... 
 
The Lord's Prayer [Sung] VU 960 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, For ever and ever. Amen 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God: Bill 
 
Prayer of Dedication: Bill 
These are the gifts of God, 
given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn: MV 145 “Draw The Circle Wide” 
Chorus: Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone,  
 standing side by side, Draw the circle wide.   
 
God the still point of the circle round whom all creation turns; 
Nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms.  
Chorus   
 
Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small; 
Let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call.  
Chorus   
 
Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door.   
Chorus    
 
Commissioning and Benediction: Bill 
 
Sung Response: VU 431 - "Sing Amen" 
Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   
Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   
 
Sing amen: Amen, amen, amen, amen 
Amen we praise your name, O God. 
 
Postlude 


