
At Compassion, we do disaster relief work when it impacts our children and partner 
churches. Compassion’s focus is always on the long-term goal of each child’s 
development: their health, education, spiritual life, family life, economic situation and 
more. Right now, we are working to meet the urgent needs of our children, families and 
church partners, so that we can continue holistic child development work. 

 

THE NEED: COVID-19 has affected all of us, but it will be devastating for people living 

in poverty. For them everything is magnified: the risk, the fear, the uncertainty, the life-
and-death realities. There is no safety net for families living in poverty. 

 For the first time since 1998, global poverty will increase. (World Bank)  

 50 million more people than was estimated before COVID-19 will be in poor households.  

 Global hunger will double by the end of 2020, with an additional 130 million people 
pushed to the brink of starvation. (World Food Programme) 
 

COVID-19 is currently affecting all 25 countries where Compassion works. Ecuador, Brazil and Peru are now considered 
hotspots. There is limited access to testing, so we can’t know exact numbers of people infected in these countries. This 
crisis is really just beginning in the Global South. 

 Bangladesh has very few testing centres for 6 million people. Brazil has stopped recording the number of 
infections. The hospital system in Kenya is overwhelmed. Dead bodies are piling up on the streets in Ecuador. 

 Social distancing is nearly impossible for those living in crowded urban slums. 

 Natural disasters have not stopped affecting many of these countries. 

 In Brazil, nearly all of the Compassion beneficiaries’ households are out of work. They need to work in order to eat, 
but they cannot work due to restrictions. 

 All of Compassion’s 2.1 million beneficiaries have had schooling affected. 
 
“A pandemic like COVID-19, plus the challenges of poverty, equals a real global crisis for the world’s poor unlike anything 
we have seen in generations. This crisis has the potential to undo at least 10 years of progress toward poverty alleviation in 
developing countries.” – Sidney Muisyo, Senior Vice President of Global Program, Compassion International 
 

COMPASSION’S RESPONSE—THE LOCAL CHURCH: We are rising as one global Church family to meet the 

critical needs of children and their families. To accomplish this, we are depending on our greatest strength—the consistent, 
steady presence of the local church. Compassion’s local church partners around the world were there serving their 
neighbours before COVID-19 and they will be there long after. They know the names and faces of the children and their 
families. They know the community and the context. Wherever the need is the greatest, they are poised for action. 
 

WE ARE INVITING THE CANADIAN CHURCH TO RESPOND: Your church’s support of Compassion’s We Rise 

As One campaign will provide for the critical needs of the world’s most vulnerable—because their survival depends on it. 
The funds will be used to provide: (*Statistics collected as of April 2020) 

 Food kits with essentials like rice, eggs, meat, milk, and corn (*1.2 million kits delivered, serving 3.7 million people) 

 Rent support for families who have lost income due to lockdown orders (*9,613 cash transfers) 

 Hygiene kits that include hand sanitizer, soap, vitamins and supplements, household cleaning supplies and 
protective masks (*722,397 hygiene kits delivered) 

 Medical care for individuals with COVID-19 symptoms, including payment for emergency medical fees (*33,883 
medical/healthcare support provided) 

 Other local-based, community focused strategies, based on urgent needs such as child protection interventions 
and financial support for struggling Pastors. Child protection is a high priority during the pandemic as child abuse 
cases are on the rise. Additionally, depression and suicide is a danger that is heightened during the lockdown. Our 
church partners continue to regularly check-in with individual families to monitor the wellbeing of our children.  

 
“These are complex and challenging times, but our work has not stopped.  As an organization, Compassion is standing with 
the church in Canada and around the world to actively meet the urgent needs of children and families living in extreme 
poverty who are affected by COVID-19 and to ensure they can have long-term stability once the pandemic is over.” 
– Jamie McIntosh, Executive Director of Partner Relations, Compassion Canada 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
https://www.wfp.org/news/covid-19-will-double-number-people-facing-food-crises-unless-swift-action-taken

