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WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 
 
Words of Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, and Announcements From 
Each Congregation Tim and Bill  
Including instructions for offerings. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation Tim and Bill 
 
Affirmation of Faith: Tim 
There are varieties of gifts: 
 but the same Spirit.  
There are varieties of service: 
 but the same Lord.  
There are different kinds of working:  
 but the same God is at work in all. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Musical Offering:  
Deborah and Donna 
People are invited to share their prayers in the chat. 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation: Tim 
On this Sabbath day, let us pray to God to renew our senses. 
Let us pray to God that we, physically isolated from each other, may be 
shaped into one congregation and one family in Christ. 

Let us pray that refugees be welcomed, 
that their rights be respected, 
that they have bread and water and shelter. 

Let us pray that our Indigenous siblings receive the rights to which they are 
entitled. 

Let us pray that, in the Spirit,  
we may be united by one story and led in one Way. Let us sing. 

 
Hymn: MV154 - "Deep in our Hearts" 
Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
deep in our hearts there is a common story, telling Creation that we are one. 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 
deep in our hearts, there is a common goal; 
deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, justice and peace in harmony. 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 
deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 
deep in our hearts there is a common current, flowing to freedom like a 
stream. 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
telling Creation that we are one. 
 



Learning With Our Children: Bill 
 
Hymn: “Like a Rock” MV 92  
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 
 

Scripture Readings:  
Genesis 21:8-21 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to 
Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave 
woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very 
distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do 
not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; 
whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that 
offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will 
make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, 
and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 
her away. And she departed,and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-
sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of 
the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about 
the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of 
the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And 
God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for 
God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and 
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God 
opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin 
with water, and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy, and he grew up; 
he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He lived in 
the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of 
Egypt. 

Matthew 10:24-33 

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household! “So have no fear of them; for nothing is 
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known.  

 



What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So 
do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. “Everyone 
therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will 
deny before my Father in heaven.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Bill 
 
Hymn: VU 684 - "Make Me a Channel of Your Peace" 
Make me a channel of your peace: where there is hatred,  
let me bring your love; where there is injury, your healing power, and where 
there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

R) O Spirit, grant that I may never seek 
     so much to be consoled as to console, 
     to be understood as to understand, 
    to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace: where there’s despair in life, 
 let me bring hope;where there is darkness, only light; and where there’s 
sadness, ever joy. R) 
   
Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving to all that we receive,  
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. R) 
 

WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 
Prayer of Revealing Bill 
We are so skilled, God, at drawing lines between us. We are so hasty, God,  
in drawing the boundaries of the body of Christ. 
 We say, "you are in," or, "you are out." 
Sometimes we are the ones on the inside. Sometimes we are the ones cast 
out into the wilderness. These lines are drawn through our hearts; they are 
drawn through our souls; they are embedded deep down. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance Bill 
God opens our eyes to new possibilities; 
Jesus creates a new family and a new household; 
The Holy Spirit is life-giving water 
in our wilderness times. 
 
Sung Response: “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers” verse 5 only 

Spirit divine, attend our prayers: make a lost world your home; 
descend with all your gracious powers: 
O come, great Spirit, come! 
 
Prayers of the People: Tim 



 
Sung Response: VU 385 - “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers” verse 5 only 

Spirit divine, attend our prayers: make a lost world your home; 
descend with all your gracious powers: 
O come, great Spirit, come! 
 
We pray now for...Tim People are invited to offer their prayers in the chat.  
 
Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. We are known and heard 
deeply, graciously, constantly. Confident in this grace, we sing together the 
words that Jesus taught us... 
 
The Lord's Prayer [Sung]  VU 960 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God: Tim 
Our God, I-Am-Who-I-Am, has seen great suffering among God’s children. 
God calls us to “let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection.” 

Jesus says, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  

In humility, let us deny ourselves and bring to God some of the many 
blessings with which we have been provided, so that everyone might have 
hope, through the gifts of God. 
 - Written by Bill Steadman. Gathering, Pentecost 1 2020. Adapted, and used with 
 permission. 

 
Prayer of Dedication: Tim 
These are the gifts of God, 
given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn: VU 713 - "I See a New Heaven" 

Chorus) I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 
as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 
to all people who abide in the land. 
 
There, there on the banks of a river bright and free, 
yielding her fruit, firm in her root, the Tree of Life will be. Chorus) 
 
There, there where death dies and our lives are born again, 
body and soul, struggling but whole like flowers after the rain. Chorus) 
 
There, there where the darkness brings visions from above. 
There where the night, bearing new light, reveals the promise  of love. 
Chorus) 



 
There, there where we work with the love of healing hands. 
Labour we must, true to our trust to build a promised new land.  
Chorus) 
 
Commissioning and Benediction: Tim 
In the name of the Creator, Spirit,  
and Only Begotten,  
go in peace to be who you really are,  
to do what you were gifted to do.  
Fulfill your destiny as the Beloved Child of God you are.  
God bless you! Amen. 
      - Written by Jani Francis, Gathering. 
 
Sung Response: VU 431 - "Sing Amen" 

Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name,  
O God.  Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   
 
Sing amen: Amen, amen, amen, amen 
Amen we praise your name, O God. 
 
 
Postlude 
 


