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June 8 Devotional (for Sunday June 14) 

Grief and Hope Series Part 6  

Practicing the Presence of God in the Present – Because of Christ’s Ascension 2 

Last Sunday in our Zoom service we discussed Jesus ascension and how it is essential to his life and 

work. At least we explored this a tiny bit. What Jesus accomplished through his ascension is enough for 

many conversations. We ended considering the profound implications of the Holy Spirit coming and 

abiding with us. There are many titles and works The Holy Spirit came to fulfill. He is our helper, guide 

and teacher. He also convicts of sin, reveals truth, encourages and assures us we are his children. One 

title in particular is that he comes as the comforter.  

Comfort is made up of two words ‘com’ (with) and ‘forte’ (strength). We don’t often associate comfort 

with strength. Literally as the Holy Spirit comes to be with us he comes ‘with strength’. When do we not 

need more strength? My sister needs strength to face each day after her husband passed away 

suddenly. Others need strength to face their fears about what is going on in the world. Strength is 

required to endure physical and medical challenges. Some of us need emotional strength. Others 

require strength of mind and focus. We and those we love desperately need the strength of the Lord.  

Jesus ascended so the Holy Spirit could come as our comforter. He comes with strength. He abides ‘with’ 

us and is perfectly strong, Almighty God. Again, literally all mighty! He is not short on strength or limited 

in any way. And we ought to bow in worship.  

When do we feel most overwhelmed and out of control? When we don’t have sufficient strength. Or 

when we believe we may be overpowered at any moment. Who does not need the reminder that the 

Holy Spirit who abides in us comes to comfort, ‘with strength’?  

But what does this mean?  

 Consider again Romans 8 which we read a couple weeks ago, “31 What, then, shall we say in response to 

these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him 

up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 

charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand 

of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 

hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 

that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
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powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The passage we read a couple weeks ago leading into verse 31 here is about present suffering and 

future glory. Whatever you and I are facing God is for us. Read again the summary from Good Friday to 

the ascension in verse 34, “Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right 

hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  

Jesus Christ died for us, was raised for us, and ascended for us and is at the right hand of God 

interceding for us. Jesus ascended so the Holy Spirit could come and indwell us. Almighty God in us! 

Certainly we could consider this truth for weeks and not exhaust the implications. But there is more to 

consider. Jesus ascended. Jesus ascended to do more work for us. Yes, also for the glory of the Father 

just as he did and does everything for the glory of his Father. What he does, he also does for us. He 

ascended, as I mentioned last week, to fill two primary roles. That of Great High Priest and King of Kings.  

As High Priest he prays for us. He prays for you and me. He prays for us by name! How encouraging, 

empowering, comforting and much more when you know brothers and sisters are praying for you! How 

much more ought we delight in, and rest in, knowing Jesus prays for us! Oh, that we would contemplate 

this often.  

As King of Kings he is on the throne. He is sovereign. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.” (Matthew 28:18)  He is all wise and all knowing and all powerful. Certainly as we look at 

our world and even our own lives we question this. Certainly it is a mystery that he who has all authority 

and hates sin would allow such evil and corruption to take place. Again, much more could be said. But 

there is even a greater mystery to consider. And along with this greater mystery is a clear mandate that 

we are to reign with him.  

The greater mystery is how Jesus came to be on the throne. And an equally startling is how he is 

described on the throne. Throne occurs at least 38 times in Revelation. Indeed, the last book of the Bible 

is called The Revelation of Jesus Christ. There are several descriptions of he who sits on the throne with 

various symbolic meanings. We will look at one which reveals this greater mystery. John describes the 

setting in the first 5 verses or Revelation chapter 5. Read it slowly and thoughtfully.  

“Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and 

sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break 

the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the 

scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the 

scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  
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And then God through John reveals the greater mystery in verse 6, “6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it 

had been slain, standing at the center of the throne”.  

What? Where did the Lion go? John hears that the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of Jesse, has 

triumphed but then sees a Lamb! Yes, these are all pictures, titles, and descriptions of Jesus but why this 

progression of revelation? Because it is as the Lamb that he sits on the throne. It is through being slain 

that he has won the victory. I’ve heard it said that Jesus came as the Lamb but when he comes again he 

will come as the Lion. I don’t think so. The victory is won and he already sits on the throne with all 

authority, wisdom, and strength. The kingdom of heaven is not like this world. There will be no 

Hollywood type of cosmic battle. The greater mystery is that victory was won through sacrifice. Jesus 

was slain. Through his suffering and death he won the victory and gained the throne. It is the Lamb who 

was slain that has all authority and wisdom and strength. The Lamb stands at the centre of the throne.  

There is a terribly wonderful and a wonderfully terrible implication for us in all of this. Those of us who 

are disciples of Jesus are called to reign with him. “We are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us.” (Romans 8:36) Our reigning with him and our victory through him will come in the same 

manner that the Lamb’s victory and worthiness came. Jesus reigns as the Lamb who was slain. Jesus 

victory came through suffering and dying. To take part in his victory and reign means we walk a similar 

path; a path of suffering and dying. Let that settle in.  

When the Holy Spirit comforts (with strength) it is not to conquer as the world or Hollywood promote. It 

is not power to retaliate and ‘win’. We do not overcome by getting our way (our choice of government, 

or policy, or solution, or way of doing church or success as we see it. The strength the Spirit gives is to 

endure. We, like Jesus, can choose to absorb the debt owed by others. Rather than demanding our 

‘rights’ we can choose to be a servant of all. Does this not make sense of the rest of scripture? Love your 

enemies. Do good to those who harm you. Choose to go the extra mile. Serve beyond what we are 

capable of on our own. Forgive 70 times 7 times. Who is up for such a life?  

Is it any wonder that it was absolutely essential that Jesus ascend? We need the Holy Spirit to indwell us, 

convict us, encourage us, teach us and comfort us. We need Jesus praying for us and reigning on the 

throne as the Lamb who was slain. Our reigning with him is partnering with him in the inbreaking of his 

kingdom in this world through us. We ought to be humbled and grateful, encouraged and renewed 

knowing Jesus is our great High Priest. Realizing that Jesus reigns as the Lamb who was slain should 

result in awe and worship. Experiencing the Holy Spirit’s presence and comfort (with strength) ought to 

motivate us to look to him to provide all we need to persevere in faithful suffering and serving. And 

even when we do not know what to ask remember,  

Romans 8: 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who 
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searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God.  

“Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread, 
12 and forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

May God be glorified and his kingdom made known through us.  

 

Pastor Gary 


