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WEEK 4
JAMES 2:1-13 (NLT)

A Warning against Prejudice
1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 2 For example, suppose someone 
comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another 
comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention and a 
good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or 
else sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are 
guided by evil motives? 5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the 
poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom 
he promised to those who love him? 6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who 
oppress you and drag you into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, 
whose noble name[c] you bear? 8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law 
as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor some 
people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. 10 For 
the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken 
all of God’s laws. 11 For the same God who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also 
said, “You must not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you 
have still broken the law.  12 So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that 
you will be judged by the law that sets you free. 13 There will be no mercy for those who 
have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful 
when he judges you.



We are moving into the next phase 
of this book, and it seeks to 
explain some of the principles 

that were expressed in the first chapter. 
To make it practical, James is going to talk 
about prejudice against any certain group 
of people. Discrimination in the community 
is simply wrong. Regardless if it is a bias 
against race, class, gender, or any people 
group, it has no place in the kingdom of 
God. James is serious about this because 
he has exhorted us to be “doers” and not 
simply “knowers” when it comes to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Taking care of the 
most vulnerable has been a hallmark of 
faith in God since the Old Testament, take 
a look at the minor prophets and you will 
see this without a doubt. 

It is important that we understand 
that James will never lead us somewhere 
he is not willing to go himself. Christian 
compassion, particularly in the early years 
of the faith, separated people of faith from 
those who espoused no christian God. 
Interestingly, it was in the pandemics 
and plagues where the idea of Christian 
compassion became the most clear and 
expressed in those ancient communities. 
There are a great number of stories of how 
the Christians were willing to take care 
of the sick, feed the homeless, and make 
sure suffering was alleviated, often to their 
own detriment. They were willing to get 
sick in order to take care of the sick. This 

has always been a Christian virtue. 
James will spend some time on this 

thought. He is explaining the practicalities 
of what “true religion” really can be. The 
NLT translates this as a question, while 
some translate this text as an imperative, 
or a demand. I like the way the question 
is put back on us. We love the label of 
Christian, but are we ready to take up 
the implications. Ask yourself a question, 
are there those you struggle with? Is this 
because of a bias you brought into your 
Christian walk, or was it cultivated after 
you accepted Christ? And how can that 
be? How is it that we could cultivate a bias 
once we are Christians? 

The fact that James, the author, is 
spending so much time on this particular 
issue makes us think that perhaps there 
was an issue in the church he was writing 
for. This is possible, but he leaves us a 
little in the dark about how true to life this 
might be. Regardless of the historicity of 
the problem, we can see it still playing 
out in today’s world. There is bias in the 
church and it is as deadly as it is in the 
rest of the world. As I write this we are in 
the aftermath of the shooting of Ahmaud 
Arbery here in the United States. This was 
a senseless shooting that was nothing 
more than white supremacy being covered 
up with the baseless explanation that they 
were “protecting” their neighborhood. 
Remember, the Klu Klux Klan has always 

DAY 22
1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over 
others?

Prejudice. James 2:1



1  — How can you work to get rid of your bias? 

2 — Reach out to someone you might not normally reach out to today, and begin to 
tear down those walls.

3 — Do you need to apologize to someone for the way you have acted in the past. This 
would be a good time. 

called itself a Christian organization. Bad 
exegesis and theology has been the root or 
at least the cover for so much hatred and 
bias, and this was no exception. It sickens 
me to think that we can use scripture to 
allow for hatred, violence or oppression, 
but yet we do. 

Here, James is clear. There is no 
place for bias in the kingdom of God. True 
religion doesn’t do that, can’t do that, 
and God is not honored through it. Have 
I made it clear enough? James did, go 
read it again if you need a reminder. I will 
always love the book of James for this. 



Today’s text gives us a solid practical 
example of what we are dealing 
with. James’ use of the wealthy and 

the poor is particularly poignant at any 
given point, as we are often blinded by 
our desire to keep our ministries running, 
and we sometimes fall into the practice of 
taking care of the greatest givers in ways 
we don’t for the least in our congregations 
and lives. So for James to bring this to 
the forefront is super applicable to our 
understanding of bias and how it has no 
place in the church. 

There are some interesting 
discussions about whether or not James 
was making this case about their worship 
services, or about another type of meeting 
in the synagogue. He uses the term “your 
synagogue” to the church, therefore we 
can assume we are talking about the 
Christians, not the Jews who might still be 
using the synagogue at the time. However, 
there is perhaps not enough evidence 
to suggest it is some sort of judicial 
meeting, as some commentators have 
suggested, and therefore we are left with 
a bit of uncertainty as to the nature of the 
meetings. However, it does not change the 
focus of the text, as it remains an emphasis 

on not letting your bias get the best of you. 
Do you have any wealthy friends? 

Do you treat them differently, even if it 
is unconscious? We sometimes do this 
unknowingly, but it is something that is 
noticed within a congregation. We have to 
guard ourselves from creating a second or 
third class of citizens in our congregations. 
Many of these people have been treated 
poorly in other places, and to have them 
treated poorly in the church says very little 
about how the kingdom of God is different 
from the rest of the world.  

 
So what are we to do? 
 
We are to create communities of 

belonging that recognize the esteem 
that all people deserve, regardless of 
socioeconomic standing, race, culture, 
religion, or anything else. Whether they 
come in looking like they are coming from 
a wedding, or from the beach; tattoos or 
bare skin, smelling great or smelling bad, 
we are to treat them all as brothers and 
sisters. While this sounds good on paper, 
it is somewhat more difficult in real life. It 
means that we have to, at times, become 
deeply uncomfortable to welcome those 

2 For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed 
in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who 
is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention 
and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, 
“You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t 
this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil 
motives?

DAY 23
James 2:2-4



1  — Have you ever discriminated against someone because of how they looked? 
When and where did this happen? 

2 — Where you ever wrong about the person you discriminated against?

3 — How can we be sure not to do this in our lives?  

4—  Are there some limits we should have on our hospitality?

that are so different than us, we might feel 
threatened. To be uncomfortable is often 
to be in the will of God, even if just for a 
moment. 



Let’s break this text down. It begins 
with an imperative, or command, 
“listen!” It is a pretty forceful dec-

laration, but it is softened by the familiar 
“brothers and sisters.” (It would have been 
understood as “fellow believers, so we in-
clude both men and women.) He then asks 
the question; “hasn’t God. . .” because he 
wants to continue the argument as to why 
his readers shouldn’t simply flatter the rich 
and ignore or despise the poor. The author 
is really wanting to drive his point home. 

Have you ever been in a conversation 
where, even though you agree, the other 
person seems to want to continue to try 
and convince you? It’s as if you have said 
yes, but they want to make sure they drive 
their point home? This is what the author is 
doing. He has made his case, but he wants 
to reiterate the point to those reading. This 
could be because of what was happening in 
this church, or that he felt this so strongly he 
wanted to emphasize this teaching again. 

He then reminds them that it is the 
poor who will inherit the kingdom, as Je-
sus said in Matthew 25. As well, those who 
are poor in this world were chosen by God 
to be “rich in faith.” What does it mean to 
be rich in faith? A couple of things to think 
about here.

1) To be rich in faith is to recognize 
that God has a very different view of what 
makes someone wealthy or poor. Is it pos-
sible to have nothing, but own everything. 
A hearty yes is the answer to that question; 
Jesus had nothing, but as the heir to this 
world, he owned everything, but in a very 
different way than we think of it. Ownership 
is all about stewardship. Ownership is not 
simply possession, but responsibility. God 
seems to view ownership and value as 
something very different than humans have 
traditionally understood things. 

2) God seems to find value in different 
things than we humans do. While we ap-
preciate riches, money, and wealth, Jesus 
sees wealth as an abundance of faith. To be 
rich in faith transcends. And of course, we 
understand the phrase: “You can’t take it 
with you...” to be the limitation of our finan-
cial wealth. Money means nothing to God, 
but faith means everything. 

So, the purpose of this text is to re-
mind everyone that God has a different 
metric system by which he works. We 
have a tendency to spend too much time 
on searching for what makes us rich, and 
Jesus has just shown us that wealth is not 
riches, rather, faith makes one rich. 

5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the 
poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will 
inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 But you 
dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you 
into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose 
noble name you bear?

DAY 24
James 2:5-7



1  — How rich are you today? 

2 — Do you find yourself chasing money too often? 

3  — How can you change what you find valuable in your life? 



Have you heard the term “the royal 
law” before? I am always struck 
by the term. But I guess the law 

is “royal” in the sense that it comes from 
God. The truth is, the entirety of the law 
is summed up in the two phrases of “love 
the Lord your God with all of who you are,” 
and “love your neighbor as yourself.” This 
is the complete and perfect law of God. 
We can spend time breaking down the law 
to its many components, but this summary 
was good enough for Jesus, so it should be 
good enough for us as well. 

James is making sure we understand 
the elevation of keeping this law of love 
and that the transgression of this law is 
really what sin is. As I write this, we live in 
the aftermath of George Floyd being mur-
dered on the street, yelling that he could 
not breathe. This was an unconscionable 
act of violence and racism. At some point, 
the royal law was forgotten. It was discard-
ed. As Christians, can we really say we are 
following Jesus if we hold one group above 
another group? While the illustration 
James chooses to use is rich and poor, it 
could have been Hellenistic/Jewish, or be-
liever/unbeliever. There is no end of bina-
ries that we can place against one another. 

While we all have prejudices that we 
need to recognize and work against, the 
call of James is that to lift up one group 

above another is the breaking of the law 
that was handed to us by Jesus in Matthew 
22. Now, this is particularly acute for some 
of us when we see such a tragedy online. 
However, for many of us, it is simply an ev-
eryday occurrence. Some of us experience 
bias in such a different way than other’s of 
us. I want to admit that I don’t always un-
derstand what others are going through, 
but I want to. If you don’t feel that you have 
ever experienced real bias/racism/disre-
gard, then you need ears to hear as well. I 
never want to be insensitive to my broth-
er/sister who has a different perspective. 

It is easy for us to live in our bubbles, 
never reaching out to the voices that differ 
from ours. As Christians, I think we have 
to seek other voices to understand what 
our brothers and sisters of all kinds are go-
ing through. And there can certainly be no 
place bias in the kingdom of God. To hold 
on to our previous grudges, our past ha-
treds, or our fear of the “other” is in no way 
Christian, it does not honor God, and it 
continues to sully the good name of Jesus 
in all circles. Now is the time to step out 
from under a culture that vilifies someone 
who doesn’t look like us, or act like us, or 
is in our circles. The gospel only spreads 
when it spreads to people outside of our 
circles. So if you are uncomfortable, you 
are probably heading in the right direction. 

8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in 
the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor 
some people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty 
of breaking the law.

DAY 25
James 2:8-9



1  — Where are you bias’s? Be honest about this. 

2 — Do you think you have ever contributed to racism, classism, or bias by your words 
or actions?

3 — How can you change those behaviors or attitudes?



All of these things go together. I have 
this strong belief that God is really 
interested in the trajectories of our 

lives and behaviors, as opposed to being 
hyper-focused on our particular choices 
each day. Are you growing, are you seeking 
the kingdom, are you facing your bias, your 
fears, and your desires to do things that 
hurt the name of God? 

We had a moment in our church a 
few years ago, some of you may remember. 
There had been some incidents in the U.S. 
that week, and I brought a friend of mine in 
to talk about what it’s like to be an African 
American male in America. My friend was 
a Baptist pastor and community organizer. 
He had a strong and profound answer, 
using words that my ears were unused to 
hearing in these circumstances. He wasn’t 
cursing, he was telling us the truth as he 
experienced it. 

It was a hard day. Not everyone 
agreed. In fact, a conversation ensued 
with one of our church members that was 
confrontational, and for moments it felt 
as if conflict would ensue. However, both 
of these men hold Jesus as their highest 
authority, and therefore things did not 
fall into any sort of anger, although there 
was tension. Rather, these men decided 
to have a conversation, in front of a very 

diverse audience, to talk about what was 
happening in both of their communities. 
There was pain acknowledged from both 
sides, and there was a moment of prayer 
and community at the end. 

I think we were all shaken to our 
core. I was proud of this conversation, and 
proud of these men. Not everyone was 
happy about the conversation, or the way 
it occurred. Some people were angry with 
me for letting something like this happen in 
church, and some wrote very angry letters 
to me to let me know they would never 
come back to fellowship as long as I was 
pastor at Crosswalk. Of course those letters 
hurt, but I don’t think the church should 
ever back down from hard conversations. 

The point James wants us to 
understand is simply this; you don’t have to 
do the worst, to be breaking the law of God. 
Our lives are whole, not divided. When we 
exercise bias against one group or another, 
the whole of the law of God is broken. So 
we have to be continually building an 
infrastructure against bias in our lives. How 
do we do that? 

As you check your bias, make sure 
you check your ignorance. Does some of 
what you think about a certain group of 
people come from not understanding that 
group? What would you need to do to 

10 For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty 
as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. 11 For the same God 
who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must 
not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adul-
tery, you have still broken the law.

DAY 26
James 2:10-11



1  — Are you concerned about the Law of God?  

2 — What are some action steps you can take today to become more inclusive in 
your worldview?

3  — What people or groups do you need to start getting to know better? 

understand them more? Have you listened 
to their voices, read their books, listened to 
their music, eaten their food? What can you 
do to bring them into closer proximity to the 
circles in which you run?



These “cause and effect” texts 
always worry me. The parable of 
the unforgiving servant (Matthew 

18:21-35) has always been hard for me. 
The reason being that I am not always 
forgiving, and I am not always merciful, 
and I am not always compassionate. Truly, 
I want to be these things, but I often fall 
flat when I am trying to be and do those 
things mentioned above. There is a reality 
that I live each day, one that many of us 
live, continually falling short of what I want 
to be. But the other reality that I live, is that 
the God of the Universe has made a way 
for me. (Romans 3:23-24)

However, there seems to be a direct 
connection from my willingness to love in 
ways that involve justice and mercy, and 
the way that I am judged as well. I think 
that when we receive the Grace of God, 
we become deeply interested in the love 
that we can give to others. Without that 
recognition of how much I have been 
saved, it is hard to even want to continue in 
mercy and grace to others. However, once 
I understand how good and complete the 
grace of God is, I find myself striving for a 
deeper expression of love in the world. 

A deeper expression of love means 
that I go beyond the niceness of being 
pleasant and move toward the deeper 

expressions; mercy, compassion, justice, 
advocacy. Those are the things that truly 
show the love and grace of God into the 
world. Without these characteristics being 
expressed in my faith journey, I can be a 
great and sweet lover of Jesus, but I have 
missed those things that set me free. My 
freedom from oppression comes from 
Jesus, the compassion showed to me is the 
same compassion that I must show. And by 
the way, the road to that compassion was 
paved with blood and crosses, why would 
me showing compassion to a brother and 
sister be any less of a sacrifice? 

I think we get too comfortable. We get 
used to sitting in churches and singing and 
having a great time. However, I wish I had 
the same number of people showing up on 
Thursday nights for our homeless feeding 
as I do coming to worship at church on 
Sabbath. This is not an indictment, it is 
a dream. I understand how important 
worship is, but I also understand how 
important it is to serve. In the moments 
where we can’t meet corporately, the way 
we worship is by giving of ourselves to the 
least of these, in order to continue the work 
of the kingdom. Will we worship soon, of 
course, but the moments to serve are 
fleeting, and the need intense. 

12 So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you 
will be judged by the law that sets you free. 13 There will be no 
mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you 
have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you.

DAY 27
James 2:12-13



1  — How do you serve mercy and compassion to your fellow human being?  

2  — How can you get involved in the various ministries of compassion and mercy at 
your church? 

3  — Do you spend more time in worship or compassion? 



This is a week where we have taken 
a look at what happens when we 
hold bias against one another and 

what God thinks about it. There are some 
tough words in these passages. And per-
haps there should be. The illustration of of 
the rich man versus the poor is salient at 
this point, and can be 

expanded to deal with the issues we 
have of bias in our present reality. As this 
guide is being written, it has been a hard 
week in the US for our black communities, 
and it is a hard week for those of us who 
want to advocate and empathize with the 
plight of our brothers and sisters. 

Bias runs deep. Some of us have it, 
and can’t even really pinpoint where it 
came from. Family systems, social groups, 
and even language embed our worldview 
into our hearts and from there our mouths 
speak, and sometimes our fists clench, 
and tragically, this week, a knee bent to 
extinguish the life of another human being. 
(#georgefloyd)

As Christians, I think it is paramount 
that we address these social ills, as well as 
addressing the bias we carry in our own 
hearts. We all have it, but what we do with 
it is what makes the difference. When we 
come to the seat of grace, and we realize 
that the gift that has been given to us is 
not exclusively for me and those that look 

like me, it should galvanize us to become 
advocates, protectors, and table-mates of 
everyone that God has made in his image. 
We cannot back down from love; we 
should be intentional in our words, direct 
with our actions, and deeply gracious in 
our conversations. But deep love requires 
risk. Advocacy requires risk. And standing 
in front of those being oppressed will 
require risk. 

I don’t doubt that the majority of people 
have great intentions, and can’t imagine 
doing something that would hurt another 
person or group. However, sometimes, our 
small inconsiderations, things that we have 
simply not experienced from another point 
of view, add to the perceived or actual bias. 
This is why a church should have people 
from all over, from different worldviews, 
and from different ethnicities and 
cultures in order to create a much deeper 
understanding of who we are, how we act, 
and how it is perceived. The beauty of the 
Christian life is that it is a life of learning. 
We grow, we adapt, we learn more about 
God and ourselves and that helps make 
the world a better place for everyone.

DAY 28
Sermon



Here are some questions to go along with this week’s sermon:

1 — What can you do, today, to alleviate any bias you have in your heart? 
2— How many times have you been the object of bias?
3 — How did that experience make you feel? 
4 — How can you teach others who might not have that same experience how it felt and 

how to stay away from it? 
5 — What do you think God feels about racism? 
6 — What can you do in your community to make sure bias is being addressed? 
7 — What does a world without bias look like? 
8 — What does a church without bias look like. 
9 — How does addressing bias in your heart lead to greater spiritual maturity? 



Notes



Notes


