
Worship Outline for June 28, 2020 
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Pride Sunday 
 
 
 
Introduction  
 
Title video 
 
Candle lighting:  We light this candle acknowledging the light and love of Christ in all of 
Creation, in each precious person we meet, in each act of love and each movement 
towards justice.  
 
Gathering Words:  
 
All you who delight in the particular, who see every expression of being as sacred, 
come and worship our Creator!  
Thanks be to God who blesses life and love and rejoices in the uniqueness of 
every body and being.  
The Holy takes on flesh in every gender and sexual orientation, every race and ability, 
every body size and body type.  
Each embodied difference is a cherished glimpse of Holy Wonder.  
Blessed are those who search for God along the lives of the oppressed, the betrayed, 
the set aside and the turned away.  
Blessed are those who receive with Joy the gifts of God enfleshed among us.  
The sacred is with us.  Let us worship and be transformed.  
 
Opening prayer:  
 
God, when you called each of us into being, you delighted in your works.  You gifted us 
with differences that illuminate the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and practices of love in 
your creation.  In whatever ways we still struggle to know and celebrate our own unique 
offerings free us from narrow thinking that confines, constrains, or condemns your good 
work in us.  We worship in love and our love is worship, and for this we give you thanks! 
Amen.  
 
Hymn:  MV 178:  Kindred in Spirit  
 
Readings:  
 
Psalm 13  
 
John 15:12-19 
 
Reflection:  In Conversation with Tim Weger  



 
Prayers of the People  
 
Since its beginning the church was meant to be a place of chosen family.  A community 
of outcasts and outlaws, dreamers, prophets, and humble disciples of love.  We join our 
hearts with one another, with the whole church around the world, and with all those 
gone before, and we raise our prayers to you O God.  
 
We hold in prayer today all those around the world who face instability and crisis 
through political upheaval, war and genocide.  Those who are stateless and seeking 
refuge.  Particularly all refugees whose danger is increased by persecution for their 
gender identity and sexuality.  May they find safety, community and peace.  May 
continued safety, community and peace be upon those who have already escaped their 
most dire days.  God of passionate love and fierce mercy, you hear our prayer.   
 
We hold in prayer today all those for whom Covid-19 continues to create uncertainty 
and distress.  For nations seeing increasing cases.  For everyone worried for infected 
loved ones.  For those impacted by isolation.  For those forced to stay home with family 
members who do not love and respect them unconditionally.  For those whose medical 
procedures or essential personal paperwork has been slowed or stalled by precautions. 
May the way forward become clear and may the waiting be bearable.  God of 
unimaginable courage and timeless patience, you hear our prayer.  
 
We hold in prayer today all those in our own lives who have brought us brightness and 
joy.  Those who have seen us and loved us deep and wide and true, and helped us see 
and love ourselves.  Those who have invested in us, taught us, helped us grow in ways 
we might not have even known were possible, helped us past our biases and wounds, 
those who helped us find the way to generosity, kindness and deepest affirmation. 
Bless these people!  May they know their beauty and their enormous worth.  May they 
know the feeling of being loved as they so love.  God of infinite compassion and second 
chances, you hear our prayer.  
 
We hold in prayer today all beings whose presence on this earth bring life, and value 
beyond measure.  For all plants, and creatures, inherently precious.  God to 
comprehend even a fraction of the extraordinary world we are a part of, we are amazed. 
We are grateful to be a part of this.  It is a beautiful thing to be as naturally good and 
beloved, just as we are, as the rain and the sun.  We are so blessed to be kin to cedars 
and poppies and strawberries and salamanders.  May each precious being know 
appreciation and wonder.  May each precious being feel safe to explore their deepest 
identity, to know their fullest self, and to know that it is good.  God of bewildering 
diversity and inter-dependent life, you hear our prayer.  
 
We hold in prayer today all those in the church who have fought for deep and radically 
inclusive practice of your ways, O God.  Those who turned hurt and rejection and the 
witnessing of injustice and exclusion in to a fight for what is good and true. Those who 
saw it all and did not leave, but stayed, and pushed this institution forward.  God their 



work was not in vain and their work reminds us there is always more work to do!  May 
we honour them by never ceasing in this journey.  May we find your fortitude to keep 
asking who is not included, what truth is not heard, what aspect of the kindom is yet to 
come and what is next to be transformed.  God of wild fury and radical grace, you hear 
our prayer.  
 
We hold in prayer today all those who stand at the intersections of society.  Those who 
continue to experience systemic oppression, discrimination, rejection and dismissal in a 
variety of ways.  Those who face barriers to opportunity, inclusion, acceptance, 
wellness and their rights.  God may their struggle be witnessed with holy impatience. 
May even those unaffected and those who profit from pain be broken open to the truth 
of injustice and the need for change.  May those with power use it well and may we be 
shown what power each of us have to offer with this prayer.  God of steadfast attention 
and right relationship, you hear our prayer.  
 
And so we affirm today the full spectrum of your amazing love incarnate, God, by 
sharing together in A Pride Affirmation:  
 
I believe that we are more than children of the Holy. 
I believe that we are more than clay. 
I believe that we are more than flesh: 
Flesh that is warm and sweaty, soft and hard. 
In us is embodied the soul of the Divine, 
Calling us to love, embrace, and share the kiss of peace:  
Statements of love. 
Jesus was flesh but more than flesh: 
He was the universal word incarnate, 
Animated by the Holy and responding to the needs around him. 
We are animated by the Holy, 
We are animated by desire and attraction, 
We are animated by Holy love. 
When we touch it is more than desire: 
It is the longing for affirming the other, 
Affirming one another, 
Affirming ourselves. 
We are more than Pride: 
We are called to be our authentic selves,  
Flesh that is warm and sweaty, soft and hard, 
For we are animated by Holy desire. 
 
Amen.  
 
 
Hymn:  MV 62:  There is Room for All  
 
Minute for Mission  



 
Offertory  
 
Benediction:  Friends, may the energy, and light, and warmth of Christ’s presence be 
known to us all in the days to come.  May we be guided by this light in our own pathway 
of love, justice and the affirmation of beauty.  Amen.  
 
Sending  
 
 
 
Gathering Words, Opening Prayer, the Prayers of the People and A Pride Affirmation 
borrowed and adapted from A service prepared by Kim Currett, Elmsdale Cooperative 
Ministry, Elmsdale Nova Scotia, who utilized: 
All Liturgy modified from “Gathered Together:  Worship Service and Communion Liturgy 
for Affirming PIE Day  
and Enfleshed:  Worship Service and Communion Liturgy for Affirming PIE Day 
Both © 2020 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada.  Licensed under 
Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence.  To view a copy of 
this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca.  Any copy must 
include this notice. 
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