
 

July 5, 2020    -    Psalm 116:1-19 
 

OPEN 

 
What causes you to fear? 

• Corona-phobia  -  is it the current pandemic that causes you to fear? 

• Claustrophobia  -  do you fear tight, confined spaces? 

• Social-phobia  -  do you fear being “on the spot” or public speaking? 
 
Perhaps, as one commentator writes, Psalm 116 is not a song for everyone to 
sing – but it is a very intimate, personal testimony.  However, in this passage 
the psalmist makes a commitment to publicly declare the goodness and grace 
of God “in the courts of the Lord’s house…in the presence of all His people.” 
(vv. 19,14) 
 
This praise song is significant for Cornerstone as we reconnecting this July.  
We are gathering again “in the presence of God’s people”.  We have not had a 
gathering such as this since March 8…some 17 weeks ago!  Of course, there 
have been some smaller, decentralized gatherings. 
 
Please ensure you read through the July Reconnection Plan so you 
understand that we are not just trying to “be together” but to “move forward 
together”.   
 
 

DIG 

 
As I was reflecting on Psalm 116, I encountered some notes I had jotted down 
from a book by Robert Dale.  In his book To Dream Again, (Wipf & Stock, 
1981) Dale addresses the challenge of revitalizing a church that has fallen off 
track.  COVID-19 restrictions have certainly created an environment when even 
healthy, vibrant churches are facing a revitalizing process. 
 
In his book, one of the factors Dale describes as important is a “Kingdom 
Dream”.  A “Kingdom Dream” could be described as the picture, vision, image 
we have of seeing Christ’s Body expand and flourish.  Our “Kingdom Dream” 
helps to move us forward.  It focuses on how God wants to work in and through 
our Cornerstone family for His glory. 
 

You might be thinking of Martin Luther King, Jr’s famous “I have a dream” 
speech from 1963 at the March on Washington.  This is a great example of how 
a dream can be clear and compelling! 
 
Dale makes the case for a “Kingdom Dream” from the teaching of Jesus 
through parables.  Of course, parables are very accessible – they are stories of 
real life.  And equally, the psalms capture the emotions of real life.  So, I believe 
that the four aspects of a “Kingdom Dream”, as outlined by Robert Dale, are 
also very well expressed in Psalm 116. 
 

[1]  A “Kingdom Dream” begins with redemption  -  vv. 1-4 
 
The first verses of Psalm 116 tells about a rescue operation.  The testimony of 
this psalm writer was one of near death.  And at the depths of his spiritual 
journey, he cried out to God for salvation.  And what is the result?  “I love the 
Lord.” (v. 1)  You see, “redemption is the Bible’s story in a single word.” (Dale, 
39) 
 
What should our response be to the God’s offer of salvation?  Repentance!  It 
is through our denial of every effort of self that we become recipients of the free 
gift of rescue. 
 
How much do we reflect upon the redemption that God provides?  Does it 
really shape our “Kingdom Dream”?  Or do we have more temporal notions – a 
dream of organizational success or sufficiency?  A dream of self-
empowerment? 
 

[2]  A “Kingdom Dream” envisions God ruling  -  vv. 5-6, 15 
 
Have you given your life to God?  If so, your obedience and allegiance to Him 
links you into His sovereign rule and reign.  Notice the way that God is 
described in these verses.  God’s rule is not only a temporal (now) experience 
– it is also an eternal one (then) as we see in verse 15. 
 
How often does the dream we have for a church have human authority as a 
driving force?  Or do we long for the love, mercy, righteousness, peace, 
priorities of God to set the direction? 
 

[3]  A “Kingdom Dream” makes Christ concrete  -  vv. 7-8 
 
What testimony we find in these verses?  This is not just a salvation testimony 
but it is also a story of satisfaction in Christ.  When we are caught up in a vision 
and dream of God’s Kingdom, Jesus, and His grace will not just be something 
that we are peddling!  He will be our very life, rest, and satisfaction. 
 
The mission of Cornerstone Neighbourhood Church is focused on three 
aspirations.  First, we want to be passionate followers of Jesus.  As a result, we 
long to be an authentic community of faith.  Finally, we desire to extend God’s 
grace through disciple making. 
 

https://churchos-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/2020/06/25/10/41/21/2d5706b6-1d6f-42bf-bd6f-fcb17da0578f/July%20Reconnection%20Plan.pdf


 
 
 

[4]  A “Kingdom Dream” triggers growth and change  -  vv. 9-14, 16-19 
 
COVID-19 is a health crisis…but it is also a crisis of opportunity!  This has been 
a season of re-envisioning what our congregation can and must to be.  Notice 
the confident language in Psalm 116.  Determined to walk before God (v.9), 
testify (v.13), fulfill vows (v.14), thank God (v.17). 
 
What is your testimony?  What can you declare about this season?  How has 
God met you in a new, powerful way that has caused growth?   
 
The absence of a large group, Sunday morning event has been a great 
laboratory for us to see where our spiritual strength and sustenance really is!  
And yet, these verses make it clear that the opportunity to share growth, 
insight, and spiritual transformation is to be a declared and shared experience. 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
In Proverbs 29:18 we read, “If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble 
all over themselves; but when they attend to what he reveals, they are most 
blessed.” (MESSAGE) 
 
“Missional drift” is much like shifting sand – it just happens when battered by 
winds.  You may have felt yourself drifting in these past 17 weeks, or even 
before.  Take some time to ponder “missional drift” potential at Cornerstone… 
 

• Have we drifted into comfortable church routines, even into a “holy 
huddle” mentality? 

 

• Have we drifted into religious duty rather than the delight of salvation, 
as expressed in Psalm 116? 

 

• Have we focused more on finding a physical space and not enough on 
being a redemptive presence in our community? 

 
 

 
God and will renew our “Kingdom Dream”! 
 
Romans 15:5-6 promises, “Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to 
Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
What is the dream of our congregation?  Living in passionate, authentic 
relationship with Jesus such that this life spills out in developing other disciples.   
 
Please take 15 minutes to watch an inspirational video about a missional 
community model in Tacoma, WA. 
 
As you will see in this video, missional communities are “home group” or 
“church decentralized”.  Over the next weeks we are going to explore this in 
“conversation groups” at our in-person gatherings on Sundays. 
 
If you cannot attend but would like to chat with Pastor Brent, please contact him 
by phone or email. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lc4tsw3kCok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lc4tsw3kCok
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