
Thursday Vespers July 2, 2020 
 

The Preparation 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 
The Hymn to the Light 
 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you God’s gracious glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is God, 
and blest are you, God’s holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes but light shines forth; 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Author, Word and Spirit:  God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise,  
O Word of God, life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 
Common Praise #14 

 

Psalm 19: 1-10 Cæli enarrant 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows the handiwork of the Lord. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 
4 their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 
5 In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgements of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, * 
more than much fine gold, 
sweeter far than honey, * 
than honey in the comb. 
 
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  
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Matthew 9:1-8 
And after getting into a boat he crossed the water and came 
to his own town.  
 
And just then some people were carrying a paralysed man 
lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’ Then some 
of the scribes said to themselves, ‘This man is blaspheming.’ 
But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, ‘Why do you think 
evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, “Your sins are 
forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and walk”? But so that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins’—he then said to the paralytic—‘Stand up, take your bed 
and go to your home.’ And he stood up and went to his home. 
When the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they 
glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God 
 
All are invited to share a word or a phase that stood out, or 
offer a short thought evoked by the reading. 

 
The Prayers 

All are invited to name their intercessions an thanksgivings, 
either silently or aloud. 
 
After a period of silence  the following collect is said. 
 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and  
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  
 
May the Lord of peace give us peace in all ways and at all 
times.  Amen. 

 


