
                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Background: 

As you know our church building has been closed for worship services and group activities since 

March 16 due to COVID-19.  It was a necessary measure but difficult.  But our church rose to 

the occasion; Julia and Matthew produced Daily FAITH videos; many people made phone calls 

to check in on people; we learned how to host Bible Study and Board meetings by video 

conference.   

Stage 2 of the Alberta government’s reopening plan has just been implemented.  You can find 

detailed information by Googling COVID-19 information for Albertans.  Follow the links to 

Indoor and Outdoor Gatherings and from there to Worship Services.  Your Board has been 

keeping track of the best practices for gatherings and met June 9 and 23 to discuss if we could 

reopen and how.  Here is what we have learned so far: 

ROADBLOCKS: 

Size of gatherings 

Indoor gatherings may be held to a maximum of 50 people.  Outdoor gatherings may be held to 

a maximum of 100 people.  However, a 2-metre distance must be maintained at all times 

between individuals or between households (a family or couple may sit close together).  With 

these restrictions our sanctuary could hold about 30 people.  We usually have between 80 and 

100 at a service.   

Age of participants 

People over the age of 65 - a majority of our community of faith - are at higher risk of 

complications if they become infected.  We would have to be very careful to protect these 

members of our congregation. 

Duration of gatherings 

The longer we are together, the greater the risk of spreading the infection.  We would have to 

keep gatherings short. 

Food and Drink restrictions 

No coffee or tea or water service will be allowed.  People will have to bring their own. 

Physical contact 

No hugging or handshaking would be allowed. 

 

Opening our doors: 

Roadblocks and Paths Forward 

 



 

PATHS FORWARD 

For now, and until at least Thanksgiving, the Board believes that it is unsafe to gather as a full 

congregation.  Even gathering in smaller, physically distanced groups in the largest space we 

have, the sanctuary, is complicated and risky.  Most United Churches in Canada and all of 

Alberta United Churches have made the same decision. 

 

What we can do in the meantime: 

Prayer Walks 

• Gathering in small groups outside is possible. We are planning prayer walks on the 

nearby paths to enjoy the beauty of God’s world and/or pray for a specific purpose.  

Every Wednesday at 9 starting July 8. 

Small Groups 

• Bible study and Book Club may resume in person in the Fall with proper physical 

distancing. The Sanctuary will be set up to host the small groups.  

• Friendship Groups can meet outside for picnics or walks, maintaining physical distancing 

at all times. No pot lucks at this time but people may bring their own meal. 

• Choir could be allowed to meet as a social group but not to sing together yet.   

Veranda Visits 

• You may book a time any Tuesday to Friday afternoon between 1 and 3 for a 45-minute 

visit with Julia on our airy and sheltered veranda.  There are chairs and tables provided.  

They are wiped down after every visit.   

• You may also book the veranda for a personal or church business small meeting Monday 

to Friday in the morning – maximum of three people or two individuals and a couple.  

You would be responsible for wiping down the furniture after your meeting. 

FUTURE PLANS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020 

We are currently working on the technology to live-stream worship services on the internet. 

This will start out being for everyone until we begin to gather at the church.  Then it will 

probably continue for those who cannot attend or do not feel safe attending in person  

The Board are continuing to meet to review the guidelines from the United Church of Canada 

and the Government of Alberta.  They are working carefully through a process to consider all 

the risks and ways to reduce them.  The church will reopen when a full plan has been 

developed. 

If you have any questions or comments about these plans, please call Karen Pryznyk at  
587 757-8750. 


