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Grow your mission footprint with the Diocese of Ontario foundation

How big is your
footprint?
Archdeacon Bill Clarke

A

Green burials use coffins, caskets, and shrouds made of biodegradable substances like
bamboo, wicker, silk, or hemp instead of modern materials such as metal or concrete. Wood
that is sustainably harvested is also a good option. Photo-Pixabay.

Green burials
Environmentally friendly
burials minimize impact
on local and global
environment
Mary Raddon

“F

or dust you are and to
dust you will return.“
Genesis 3:19b.
As Christians, we believe in life everlasting
and the resurrection of the
body, and that is our glorious hope. Nonetheless, we
do have to make plans for
how we want our physical
bodies dealt with after we
have passed to new life.
The choices are many.
In recent history, the
care of the body of the deceased has been entrusted
to commercial funeral
homes, which provide
many services, generally in
a professional, respectful
way. They offer transportation, facilities for gatherings, embalming, coffins, cremation or burials
in registered cemeteries.
Most funeral homes will
allow families to choose as
many or as few of their services as the family desires.
Some people opt for
metal caskets and burial
in cement or steel vaults
and some cemeteries require such. For others, the
environmental as well as
financial cost is an issue.
Cement and steel manufacturing are among the
top greenhouse gas emitters. Furthermore, graves
with vaults need to be
deep, so that excavation
with fossil fuel machinery
is necessary. Embalming
generally uses formalde-

“

Green
burial
means that
our bodies
become part of
the earth and
in our burial
we nurture the
soil and the
life within and
above it.

hyde, a dangerously toxic
chemical.
Another option is cremation. New technology
has reduced the amount
of gases, greenhouse and
others, resulting from cremation, but nevertheless,
cremation is not an environmentally friendly way
to deal with a deceased
body in that the required
high temperatures necessitate the use of some fossil fuel.
An option which is
more earth-friendly is simply to return our bodies to
the earth as the Scripture
says; to dust you shall return. Green burial means
that our bodies become
part of the earth and in
our burial we nurture the
soil and the life within and
above it. With green burial
a wooden or wicker casket
with no metal parts or sim-

ply a cloth shroud made
of natural fibre is used to
hold the body.
There are designated
cemeteries where the
grave can be shallow (two
and a half feet) and thus
hand dug. No embalming
is necessary if the commital is within just a few
days. If it is necessary for
the body to be kept for
a longer period, such as
when the ground is frozen,
environmentally friendly embalming fluids are
available.
For families for whom
memorialization is important a tree or a local stone
can serve as a grave marker. Usually ‘green’ graves
are located in a natural,
secluded wooded area or
a natural meadow. A green
burial is normally lower
cost.
It is important to note
that funeral homes and
cemeteries are subject to
regulation by the legislature of Ontario, but more
and more funeral homes
and cemeteries are willing
to provide green burials.
Finally, one might consider organ donation or
the donation of one’s entire body to research. Medical schools are in need of
such donations and the
body will be of service to
others even after one has
passed into new life.
Whatever our choices
are, it is comforting and
gratifying to know that our
bodies are respected and
have value after death,
and that we can be sure
of a new resurrected body
with Christ Jesus in his
kingdom.

recent snowfall allowed my granddaughter, whilst standing in my
footprints, to remark on
how big my feet were compared to hers. Fair enough
I wear a 14 EEE boot to be
comfortable.
These days when people think about their footprints, they think of their
carbon footprint and how
they would like to make it
smaller. A noble goal to be
sure. As an aside the Anglican Foundation of Canada
is offering 20 grants of up
to $2,500 each to be awarded to parishes or dioceses
for projects that foster sustainability, reduce the carbon footprint, and plant
the seeds for change for a
greener Canada. The application and criteria information can be found
on their website: anglicanfoundation.org. The deadline is April 1st, 2020.
But let’s think about
your parish’s mission
footprint? What is a mission footprint? I define it

More pages in your annual report about statistical and
financial data then about ministries? Your mission footprint
may be too small says Archdeacon Bill Clarke. GraphicPixabay.
as the difference or impact a parish’s ministries
are making in the lives of
its members, and in the
surrounding community
be it a neighbourhood, a
village or a city. How can
you know the size of your
mission footprint? I recommend two ways, read
your latest annual report,
if there are more pages
describing your ministries
as compared to statistical
and financial data then you
probably have a good-sized
footprint. A second test is
to ask non-parishioners in
your community what they
know about your church, if
they don’t have an answer
you probably don’t have
much of a footprint.
If you want to grow your
mission footprint begin by
taking a ministry audit:
what are you doing and
what needs to get done?

For the latter talk to your
local schools, businesses,
neighbours and again people otherwise not engaged
in your church. Their input
is invaluable. Then begin to
dream and plan. And when
you’ve done that talk to us
at the Anglican Diocese of
Ontario Foundation. We
can provide to successful applicants some seed
money for their emerging
ministries. We are always
looking for exciting initiatives to support.
You want to grow your
ministry—and grow your
church. The Anglican Diocese of Ontario Foundation
is here to help you. Find
more information about
our ministry and membership on our website: anglicandioceseofontariofoundation.ca, and donate to
the good works we support
through Canada Helps.

An invitation to all visionary and committed members of the
Anglican community and our friends...
The Foundation supports innovative approaches to the building of God’s Kingdom
through Christian education, service, and a bold celebration of the Anglican
tradition.
As responsible stewards of God’s gifts, the Foundation provides funding to revitalize
Anglican parishes, and supports ministry to the broader community.
Our vision is to build a community in which the faith-filled generosity is an important
vehicle through which the love of Jesus Christ becomes known.
The Anglican Diocese of Ontario Foundation depends entirely on the support of
generous donors to fulfill our mission. We are counting on your Fearless Generosity
to make these dreams become reality.
We invite you to join us.
Please support the annual appeal of the Foundation with a gift...as individuals and
families and as parishes, including multi-point congregations. Please check our
website for up-to-date information and news, including how to make a gift and apply
for a programme or ministry grant.

www.dioceseofontariofoundation.ca
Charities Registration Number: #85345 16809 RR0001
Postal address: P.O. Box 26007 Gardiners, Kingston, ON K7M 8W4
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