
 
 

 

 

Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey 

 

 

 
 

Pentecost 5 

July 5, 2020 
 

Then followed that beautiful season…summer…filled was the air with  

a dreamy and magical light; and the landscape lay as if new created 

in all the freshness of childhood.  
(H.W.Longfellow) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 

 

PRELUDE      Appalachian Spring  (Aaron Copland)  Toronto Symphony Orchestra  (YouTube) 

  

WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

Acknowledgment of Territory 

As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the traditional  

lands of the people of the William Treaty First Nations (Chippiwas of Beausoleil First Nation) 

Georgina Island First Nation, Rama First Nation, Mississaugas of Alderville First Nation,  

Curve Lake First Nation, Hiawatha First Nation and the Scugog First Nation…and acknowledge  

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP        
At the heart of what we experience  

as our community of faith, 

scattered in these days of change, 

we gather in our homes and at our cottages 

to worship God, 

open to the rhythm of life  

that surrounds us; 

eager to participate in the joys of life  

that uplift us; 

prepared to face the challenges  

of life that await us even still. 

May our openness to the way of Christ, 

allow us to find peace and wholeness, 

this day and always. 

 

 

 

HYMN        Morning Has Broken  (Eleanor Farjeon)  VU 409 

 

Morning has broken like the first morning, 

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word. 
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Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dew fall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 

 

Ours is the sunlight! Ours is the morning 

Born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 

God’s recreation of the new day! 
 

 

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 

God of the seasons, your Creator’s touch grows more evident with each passing 

day and we marvel at the variety of your expressions. Summer warmth has us  

languid and reflecting on other summer days and the people who shared those  

times with us. And so, our energies are directed towards our relationships in this 

time and we promise ourselves that we will use some of this set-apart time for  

healing. Set our paths in this way, loving God—that we would always seek to mend 

what is broken and bind that which we might gather up, in You. God in community, 

Holy in One…we pray. Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God’s love washes over us. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

THEME STORY        Wings (A story about kindness, friendship and new adventures!)  YouTube 

 

 

 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

 

 

RESPONSIVE READING       Psalm 145 (We praise you, O God.)  VU p.866    Marcia Kaye 

 

Every day we will bless you 

and praise your name forever. 

 O God, you are great and highly to be praised; 

 your greatness is beyond all measure. 
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One generation shall praise your works to another, 

and declare your marvelous deeds. 

 I will speak of your splendor and glory, 

 and all your wonderful works. 

 

You, God, are righteous in all your ways, 

and loving in all your deeds. 
 You are near to all who call to you, 

 to all who call on you in truth. 

You fulfill the desire of those who revere you; 

you hear their cry and you save them. 

 You watch over all who love you, 

 but the wicked you will destroy. 

My mouth will speak your praise, O God. 

 I let every creature bless your holy name forever. 
 

 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC       Summertime  (Gershwin/Dubose/Heyward/Gershwin arr. Huff) 

                                      AUC Chancel Choir  (200
th

 Anniversary Celebration Concert, May 27, 2018) 

 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30   (My yoke is easy; my burden is light.)    NRSV 

 

   “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 

to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not 

mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was 

your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”         

 

 
Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 

 

 

SERMON       A Long Time Coming 
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HYMN       We Have This Ministry  (Jim Strathdee)  VU 510 

 

We have this ministry and we are not discouraged; 

it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve. 

Openly we share God’s word, speaking truth as we believe, 

praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive. 

We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 

 

O Christ the tree of life, our end and our beginning, 

we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love. 

Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace, 

different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 

We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 

 

The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish; 

we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy. 

Bearing hurts of those we serve, wounded, bruised  

and bowed with pain,  

Holy Spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again. 

We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 
 

 

 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE     

  

                                                                                                                                               

A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

HYMN      Soil of God, You and I  (J.Hannah/D.Melhorn-Boe)  MV 174 

 

Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear  

seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 

Growing in everyone for here God is found. 

All stand together, we are…Holy ground. 
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Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 

part of God’s promise, for others to see. 

Open to everyone for here God is found. 

All stand together, we are…Holy Ground. 

 

Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth, 

joining as partners with all of the earth. 

Living in harmony for here God is found. 

All stand together, this is…Holy ground. 

 

COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 

And now, may the places where you walk, 

become sacred places of the Holy… 

the places where you make your stand, 

be signposts to the love of Christ… 

the places where you rest, 

be filled with the renewing grace of the Spirit. 

 
  

POSTLUDE       Somewhere Over the Rainbow (H.Arlen/Y.Harburg)    YouTube 

                               Cellists of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
 

 

 

 
The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 

 
All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 

under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 

 

Participating in Worship today… 

Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 

Marcia Kaye, AUC Chancel Choir 

 

With thanks to… Bob Kyriakides, worship video editing 

Noah Comar videographer…and to all who are filming at home in order 

to participate in worship in some way!  
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The hymn recordings today are from… 

More Voices: Audio CD (The UCC, 2007) 

Voices United-Accompaniment Collection Volume 4 (The UCC, 2009) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


