
 

 

Beguiled by Beauty 

Cultivating a Life of Contemplation and Compassion 
“Abyss, Mystery, and Wonder” 

Week 4 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Called by Earth And Sky MV 135 
 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of Life,  

sanctified Called by earth and sky 
 

 Precious these waters endless seas, deep ocean’s dream Waters of healing, 
rivers of rain The wash of love again 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of Life,  

sanctified Called by earth and sky 
 

Precious this gift the air we breathe, wind born and free Breath of the Spirit blown 
through this place Our gathering and our grace 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of Life,  

sanctified Called by earth and sky 
 

 Precious these mountains ancient sands, vast fragile land Seeds of our 
wakening rooted and strong Creation’s faithful song 
Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of Life,  
sanctified Called by earth and sky 

 
Welcome to worship 

 
“The contemplative life is a sweetness of longing and of tasting in which one ceases to 

praise and becomes pure praise, an unending chant to the divine goodness.”  
- Wendy Farley 

 
Are you ready… to be lost in wonder and praise? 

 
Divine Goodness, prepare my spirit to see and be beguiled by the beauty of life. Amen. 

 

The spiritual part of ourselves is a  ”.divine abyss“It is a dimension that is not touched by 

words, thoughts, ideas and feelings. Our bodies were made for perceiving the beauty of 

the world–a flower, a kiss, a stunning and vibrant green hillside, a newborn baby.  And 

yet all the art in the world cannot capture exactly what it feels like to experience the 



 

 

Divine nature of these things. The path of unknowing is to both savour what the senses 
can take in but also wonder at the mystery of unfathomable depths of even a single 
atom. 
 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth, 
over and and around us lies. 

God of all to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise! 

 
Silent Centring 

 
Prayer of Opening 

 
Divine Goodness, Holy One, 
Pause us for this moment, 

bear us up in this time, 
hold us for eternity. 

We revel in your wondrous works. 
We grasp for adequate ways to sing our praise. 

We seek to be lost in your beauty. 
And all the people say, “Amen.” 

 
Hymn of Beauty 

“Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling” VU 333 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation, 



 

 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 

Perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 

Lost in wonder, love and Praise. 
 
Songwriters: Charles Wesley 

 

 
Introduction to scripture 

 
 

Psalm 135: 1-3; 13-21 
Alleluia! Praise the Name of YHWH— 
 sing praise, you who serve the Most High,  
 who stand in the house of YHWH, 
 in the courts of God’s house!  
Alleluia! God is good! 
  [Sing praises to God’s name because it is beautiful!] (a) 
 
YHWH, your Name stands forever; 
 your fame is told from one generation to the next.  
For you do justice for your people; 
 and you have compassion for your faithful.  
 
The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 
 the work of human hands.  
They have mouths but they can’t speak; 

 they have eyes but they can’t see. 

They have ears but can’t hear; 
 there is never a breath on their lips. 
Their makers will come to be like them, 
 and so will all who trust in them!  
 
House of Israel, bless YHWH! 
Priests of the temple, bless YHWH! 
Attendants of the sanctuary, bless YHWH! 
You who revere YHWH, bless YHWH!  
Blessings from Zion upon YHWH, 
 who dwells in Jerusalem! 



 

 

!Alleluia 

 
 

Reflection 
 

 
Prayers of the People 

“Look Around” 
Original song for the series by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, arr. Caleb Collins 

 
Music: 

Verse 1: When you’re tired and feel you can’t get through 

Uncertainty comes over you 
Just Look Around 
When your problems seem too much to bear 

Unsure if there’s someone who cares 

Just Look Around 
Whether stranger, neighbor, family, or a friend 
On each other in tough times we can depend 
 

Chorus: Look Around  –kindness, love is ours to share 

We can see it everywhere 
Though it might seem like forever 
Look Around—for even in the darkest night 
Things are gonna be alright 

We’ll get through this together 

Just Look Around! 
 

 
Verse 2: Sometimes it can be hard to see 
Life is full of possibilities 
So Look Around 
Each new day is such a gift  
Embrace it and the life you live 
And Look Around 
Outstretched arms and many helping hands 

’Dont give up on all your dreams and all your plans 

 

Chorus: Look Around  –kindness, love is ours to share 

We can see it everywhere 
Though it might seem like forever 
Look Around—for even in our darkest night 
Things are gonna be alright 

We’ll get through this together 



 

 

Just Look Around! Look Around! 
Just Look Around. 

 

Ritual Action 
We continue to integrate contemplative practices into our daily lives as a way of opening 
to the Divine in deeper ways, thereby training our spirits for compassion in all things. 
This week’s ritual action is a practice of curiosity. Set a reminder to spend some time 
exploring a “phenomenon” that you don’t yet know about. It might be further exploration 
into what Hubble has taught us about the universe. Or it could be something about the 
behavior of an animal species. Whatever you choose, as you do so, allow your mind to 
take in the wonder, contemplate the information slowly, open your heart to wonder. You 
may want to put a note nearby, “The more we know, the more we know we don’t know. 
Wonder and awe that leads to care of creation is good… for the beauty of the earth.” 
 
And now, let us add our singing to the song of creation already in progress…  

 
Closing Hymn 

 
“How Great Thou Art” VU 238 

 
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds Thy Hands hath made 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 

And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 



 

 

Benediction 
 

The world is so varied and beautiful.  
Seek wisdom wherever it is to be found.* 

And may the goodness of the Creator, 
the companionship of the Christ, 

and the insight of the Spirit, 
infuse your life now and always.  

Amen. 

 
 

Benediction Song Reprise 


