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Voices in the Story 

• We look today at the second temptation Jesus faces out in the wilderness. 

• So far in St. Luke’s story we’ve heard a number of voices, but all of them in 

a way singing harmoniously, singing in tune together and singing the same 

tune. We heard a voice drawing people out from their usual surroundings, 

inviting them to turn around and face God, rather than the other 

direction. We heard an affirming, heavenly voice at Jesus’ baptism, 

singling him out for a unique life. 

• And now we hear another voice, not of the prophet John sensibly turning 

us toward God and away from danger; not the joyful voice of an 

affectionate Father speaking to Jesus’ and through Jesus to us today.  We 

hear now instead a voice of disbelief and delusion, whispering half-truths 

in half-light. A voice out of tune with the other voices. 

Familiar Ground & Choices 

• Standing with Jesus out a wild place, faced with appealing choices, is 

familiar ground given some of the other stories we hear in the Bible. 

Elsewhere in the Bible we meet the odd prophet out in the desert, faced 

with choices. We meet the entire Hebrew nation enjoying their recent 

freedom from Egyptian oppression, again faced with choices. We could 

even think of the first humans, full of God’s life, also faced with a seductive 

choice at the beginning of the book of Genesis. 

• And now we see Jesus, also full of God, and also having recently passed 

through water, and out on a limb faced with choices. 

• How will things go for Jesus? We know how thing went for the first humans. 

We know how things went for the Israelites on the other side of a parted 

DISCUSSION NOTES 
Living Waters Church



sea. Both didn’t trust God. Both went their own way and inevitably lost 

their way, ending up out of tune. What choice will Jesus make when he 

hears that same slightly out of tune, though strangely enticing voice? 

The First Choice 

• The first choice Jesus faces (last week) is a choice about identity and 

food. 

• As Dave shared last week – Jesus is tempted by a behavior (turn stones 

into bread), but that possible behaviour is rooted in Jesus’ values which 

stem from in his belief. What does Jesus really believe about himself? 

• Many of us have overheard someone, perhaps in a coffee shop or 

restaurant, who think they have some power and don’t mind letting 

everyone else know about it. Some of us have been on a wait staff and 

served someone like that. Some of us, embarrassingly upon reflection, 

have found ourselves being that kind of a person. 

• That sort of attitude (behaviour) is rooted in the kind of thinking (belief) 

that says: you’ve got to look out for number one, because no one else 

will. 

• And that’s the same sort of thing Jesus hears in the first temptation: “If you 

really are important,” the voice whispers “if you really are God’s special 

one, why not drum-up bread for yourself? Surely God doesn’t want you to 

go without. Think of your reputation; think of God’s reputation.” 

• But Jesus won’t use accessible resources to do himself favours. In fact, he 

seems always to do the opposite. He has no problem making or 

multiplying bread, but he’ll do so later out of compassion for hungry 

crowds, not out of anxious or proud independence. 

• So, Jesus will leave himself in God’s hands. He refuses to begin his public 

life by trying to sustain himself. In other words, his response to the first 

temptation is, “my life won’t be defined by looking out for number one. 



I’m defined instead by my dependence on, my trust in, someone other 

than myself.”  

• So where the first humans falter, where Israel on the other side of the 

parted sea falters, Jesus doesn’t. He’s stayed in tune with God. 

• Last week, I think Dave drew out some good questions for us about how 

our dependence on God relates to our behaviour with things like money 

and what a Christian economic worldview might be. 

• Are we as Christians confident that needn’t live with an attitude to always 

look out for number one? Should a Christian hold back, hoarding time, 

energy, finances, love, bending an ear to the whispers that say there’s 

never going to be enough to go around?  

• Or a Christians are we going to really believe that in the end we’re not in 

our own hands and trust God who shows us a new way (as Karen Reed 

shared) not of scarcity but abundance, openhandedness and trust, and 

let that play out in real life? 

• We’ve said for many years in this community: We want to be generous, 

because we know that Jesus is generous. And our generosity is not only 

about the recipients it benefits, it’s about us. It’s a sign of our trust, our 

belief, that someone else is looking out for us all. We’re saying, “My life is 

not defined by the delusion I am my own sustainer, but by a dependence 

on the God I’m getting to know through Jesus.” 

• And we can be led into a life where we give of our time, energy and 

finances, in trust and openness to God and our neighbours.  

The Second Choice 

• If the first temptation Jesus faces is subtle, the second is less so: 

Strange that a trick of light and shade could look 
So like a living form that, first, I gave 
The shadow mind and meaning: then, mistook 
His will for mine; and, last, became his slave. 
(C.S. Lewis) 



• This next temptation is a shady suggestion that lead to slavery. Already St. 

Luke has shown Jesus to be someone who is going to make a real 

difference, to accomplish something unique with God. 

• So, if Jesus is really going to make waves, if he’s really going to be a heroic 

Messiah and get the job done, then surely the easiest road must be the 

best. And this is what we hear suggested to Jesus next: “I know a quick 

route to influence and power and it isn’t God’s route”, says the whispering 

voice “Why not go another way? Here it is, a path straight to the top, no 

questions asked.” 

• Perhaps if Jesus’ listens to this voice his job can be done more efficiently, 

or less painfully. That’s the second choice Jesus faces. To reach and grab 

for influence and power as evil reaches and grabs. To supplant rather 

than serve.  

• Similar to the temptation about stones and bread, it’s another choice 

about only ever doing himself favours. It starts with bread and before you 

know it we’re on to questions about world domination. 

• But this shortcut to influence means compromise – doing the wrong thing 

under the delusion that it’s for the right reasons – ending up, in Lewis’ 

imagery, becoming a slave to shadow. 

• So Jesus again has a choice to go a shadowy way, perhaps what looks at 

first like an easier way, but a way nonetheless in the wrong direction 

leading to enslavement to evil and violence. That’s where all selfishness 

leads us – into a kind of enslavement. We think we’re making ourselves 

free, giving ourselves power, but we end up instead a slave to that 

unquenchable thirst for control. Becoming a slave to evil starts with the 

deceptive subtlety of selfishness. ( example violence in New Zealand 

Mosque) 

• Bob Dylan famously sang: 



“..You're gonna have to serve somebody, yes 
Indeed you're gonna have to serve somebody 
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 
But you're gonna have to serve somebody” 

Jesus’ Response 

• The question implicit in those lyrics is of course, who or what is going to run, 

or dictate your life? And that’s the question Jesus faces here.  

• So, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy again, “You must worship the Lord your 

God and serve him only.”  

• In that moment he doesn’t reach, he doesn’t grab or dominate. As St. 

Paul writes in Philippians “Christ adopts a humble posture.” (Philippians 2.7) 

• Jesus takes the first steps in the right direction, not to displace power 

through asserting himself, not to reach or grab, but to serve his Father. And 

in doing so he’ll show us what God’s really like, and what God’s power is 

really like, and it’s not what we expect. 

• It’s a scene not dissimilar from one we’ll see much later in Luke’s story of 

Jesus praying in a garden prior to his arrest and execution. “I want your will 

to be done, not mine”, we hear him pray in Gethsemane. “I want to go 

your way, Father, strange and painful as it may be. I’ll take the road of 

loving service towards life and togetherness; not the road of pride that 

leads to destruction.” 

Serving a God who Serves 

• Tied up for us as Christians in the scenes of Jesus’ temptation, and the 

scene in the Garden the night of Jesus’ arrest, is this question about 

reaching and grasping and asserting.  

• Which voice will we listen to when faced with our own choices? Will we 

reach and grab and assert ourselves when we have the chance? Will we 

listen to the seductive voice, suggesting we supplant rather than serve? 



Will we end up singing along with that catchy tune about only ever 

looking out for number, and where does that road lead us in the end?  

• Or will we listen to what is often an even quieter voice – God’s voice – not 

shouting us down or typing all caps. Will we listen to the only voice that 

lays any true claim on us as human beings, yet strangely stops short of 

asserting that claim through domination and aggression? 

• Will we choose to serve a God who serves and follow that lead into 

generosity and solidarity. 

• Those choices, the subtle choices, are the ones that lead to one kind of 

influence or another. Jesus’ influence is still today bright and cleat, and 

because of him we’ve seen God and can know God.  

• What small, strange ways might we find ourselves serving our heavenly 

Father in this week? 

How that plays out 

• How has God served and loved me? How can I soak more of that up? 

• Where and how are we told to reach, grab and assert today? Where is it 

most accepted or assumed in our society?  

• Where are we reaching, grabbing or asserting and what would a Christ-

posture look like in place of these postures? 


