
Worship Outline for July 5, 2020  

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

Brechin United Church 

 

 

Welcome  

Candle Lighting  

 

We bring to light all that is moving in creation,   

All that calls for our attention in its beauty or in its harshness.  

We bring to light the love and justice yet to be shared 

And we bring to light the presence of Christ, shining brightly here and everywhere.  

 

Hymn:    “Open Wide the Church’s Door”  (Murray/Klusmeier) 

 

Gathering  

 

All God’s Children are welcome and wanted here. 

God will give you rest from your weariness, comfort from your pain, 

balm for your soul, food for your mind, and hope for your tomorrow.  

God’s ability to tend and nurture, calm and inspire,  

knows no bounds and never ends.  

Let us open our hearts and minds to God’s loving-kindness 

and welcome for each other as we worship together.  

 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

God of Grace, we come this morning filled with our morning beverage of choice, 

yet still feeling a thirst— 

A thirst for clearer thought,  

A thirst for a revelation in your word,  

A thirst for a deeper connection with others in this quest of following you,  

A thirst to be satisfied, if only for a moment,  

By gathering in this oasis of peace  

Where each of us is welcomed wholeheartedly.  

As we drink in your peace, your joy, your love, your hope and your grace,  

may it flow through us and make us ready for the changes you are working in us; 

for we have come to be inspired—to be encouraged, to be changed, to worship you. 

Amen.  



 

Readings  

 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13  

 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

 

And let us give thanks 

 

Reflection  

 

Hymn:   “Like a River of Tears”  MV 98 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer  

 
Mother of us all, 

who dwells within and beyond, 

Sacred is your name. 

May your holy vision for collective flourishing 

come to fruition among us. 

May your dreams of justice, love, compassion,  

and connection be enfleshed on earth. 

Provide us today with what we need to be nourished  

in body, soul, and heart. 

Forgive us for the harm we cause  

as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 

Lead us away from everything that destroys  

and liberate us from the hands of evil. 

For you are the ultimate source of hope. 

Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 

Your presence incites eternal wonder. 

All praise to you, our comfort and strength. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

Passing of the Peace 

 

A brief guided meditation followed by approximately 15 seconds of silence.  

 

Hymn:   “When We Gather at the Table”  (vs. 1, 4, 5)  MV 198 

 

Communion  

 

Invitation 

Throughout his ministry and beyond, Jesus relied on the hospitality of others.  He 

entered homes, blessed them and honoured them as part of a larger family that 
supported his ministry.  

Then on the afternoon of the resurrection, Jesus was invited into a house in 

Emmaus 

and used the bread of that hospitality to break, bless, and reveal himself to those 
gathered. 

This morning we invite you to lend Jesus your own table . . . lend him your cup, 

plate and heart; host Jesus in your home, and receive his presence as a blessing.  

If your bread and cup are covered, please uncover them now and place them in 

front of you. 

 

God be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up to God 

Let us give thanks to God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Thank you for gathering us, as you gathered the followers of the Way on that day 

of Pentecost.  As the Holy Spirit came down to them, they were amazed at the 

mysteries to which you opened them.  We give you thanks today for opening to us 

this holy space where we too can celebrate what you offer.  Your gifts are for all 

times and all spaces; there are no restrictions on your grace and no distancing of 
your love.  With all of creation, we proclaim: 

 



Holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space.  All earth and sea and sky 

above bear witness to your grace.  Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation 

sings your praise.  And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name 

always!  (MV 203) 

Like our ancestors before us, we gather to celebrate your outpouring love, O God, 
and the way you draw near at the table.  We gather to tell the story and remember.  

Remembering  

I invite you to hold the bread and then the cup, while reflecting on the words of the 

story.  On the night before he was betrayed, Jesus gathered his friends together in 

an upper room; while they were sitting at the table he took bread and broke it. 
When we do this, we remember him.  

In the same way he took the cup and after giving thanks for it, gave it to his 

disciples, saying this cup is the new covenant.  When we take the cup, we 
remember our place in creation and the covenant.  

Consecration 

You breathe your Spirit upon this gathering and on all the gifts we have prepared 

this day.  May they become for us your presence, vibrant with your life, healing, 

renewing and finding us whole.  And as the bread and cup which we now eat and 

drink are changed in us, may we be changed again in you, bone of your bone, flesh 

of your flesh, loving and caring in the world. 

Breaking the Bread  

Bread which nourishes beyond hunger, wine for the thirst beyond words. 

Christ meets us here, in bread and cup. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 

Please break off a piece of bread for all in your home who wish to partake and we 
will receive them together.  

The bread of life broken for you! 

Please hand a cup to each person who would like to receive. 

The cup of blessing poured out for you! 

 



 

Prayer After Communion 

Let us pray in thanksgiving for this meal of grace, rejoicing that, by the very 

method of our worship, we have embodied the truth that Christ’s love is not limited 

by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human ceremonies, but 
blows as free as the Spirit in all places . . .  

Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and fed our spirits that have 

ached for you.  With bonds of Christian unity strengthened and renewed, may 

we go with courage to speak faith and act love; may we go with a faith 

stronger than a world in chaos to build your Kin-dom here on earth.  In 

Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

Benediction  

 

Sending:   “Amen”  VU 967 

 

 

(Gathering Words from Gathering, written by Allision Abbott-Wiebe, St. Paul’s 

UC, Graysville, Man.  Opening Prayer from Gathering, written by Sheryl McLeod, 

Admaston P.C., Admaston, Ont.  The Disciples’ Prayer:  enfleshed.com. 

Communion Liturgy adapted from a service written by Karen Hollis, Christ 

Church Gabriola with resources from the Iona Abbey Worship Book and Maren C. 

Tirabassi [ucc.org])  

 
 


