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Earth care, motivation, and Laudato Si

This year, we have been 
faced almost daily with 

disturbing news on changes 
in our environment. On the 
climate change front, global 
temperatures have not been 
this high for 115,000 years 
(when sea level was 20-30 feet 
higher than today). Both July 
and August have been the 
warmest ever. Greenhouse gas 
(GHG) concentration has now 
exceeded 400 parts per million 
(the highest since 3 million 
years ago, when sea levels were 
65 feet higher than today), and 
are expected to remain there for 
an indefinite future. Increasing 
GHG concentration has made 
oceans more acidic, resulting in 
extensive coral bleaching and 
related impacts on all marine 
life. Oceans also receive vast 
amount of plastics, and current 
trend continues they will 
outweigh fish in the oceans by 
2050. And so on.

Commenting on ocean 
pollution plastics, C. J. Moore 
wrote in New York Times “…
in the end, the real challenge is 
to combat an economic model 
that thrives on wasteful products 
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and packaging, and leaves the 
associated problem of clean-
up costs”. That assessment also 
holds true for GHG production 
and for many other human 
activities: if the earth is to 
continue providing a liveable 
environment for us, we have to 
change the way we use and treat 

it. 
The transition to ‘sustainable 

living’ is a big challenge for 
people everywhere. It may be 
the most difficult for those 
of us living (or aspiring to 
be) in consumer societies. 
How to limit the desire for 
consumption, ownership, and 
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use of goods one ‘can afford’? A 
strong and principled resolve 
to act and persevere seems to 
be a necessary pre-requisite 
to such self-control. How 
can we achieve it? Knowing 
the facts is not enough, as 
lawyer/ scientist G. Speth 
noted: “I thought that thirty 
years of good science could 
address these problems. I was 
wrong. The top environmental 
problems are selfishness, greed 
and apathy, and to deal with 
these we need a cultural and 
spiritual transformation. And we 
scientists don’t know how to do 
that.” Yet, there is a way.

Laudato Si (Praise Be to 
You) is a 2015 Encyclical Letter 
of Pope Francis on Care for 
our Common Home which 
addresses this problem. Francis 
recognizes that change is 
impossible without motivation 
and a process of education, 
and offers some guidelines for 
action inspired by Christian 
experience. In reviewing the 
present environmental crisis, 
Pope Francis’ goal is “to dare 
to turn what is happening 
to the world into our own 
personal suffering and thus to 
discover what each of us can 
do about it”. Pollution, waste, 
throwaway culture; climate 

as a common good; water as 
a basic and universal human 
right; biodiversity loss; decline 
in the quality of human life and 
the breakdown of society; and 
global inequality are among the 
topics raised for attention. He 
highlights the importance of 
Christians’ contribution: they 
realize that their responsibility 
within creation, and their 
duty towards nature and the 
Creator, are an essential part 
of their faith. Consequently, 
their environmental care 
commitments stem from their 
deep convictions. 

Addressed to all people, 
Laudato Si speaks especially to 
Anglican Christians who profess 
the 2nd Great Commandment 
and follow the 5th Mark of 
Mission, to strive to safeguard 
the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life 
of the earth. The benefits of 
reading the Pope’s Letter and 
reflecting on its implications 
for our faith and daily actions 
have already been experienced 
by study groups in churches of 
our diocese. The letter has been 
published as a book and can also 
be downloaded free from the 
Vatican website.     

Anglican Diocese of Ontario 
Foundation…Looking to the Future

The Anglican Diocese of 
Ontario Foundation (ADOF) 

continues its work to support 
new ministries in diocesan 
parishes. Having provided 
funding to restore a kitchen 
at St. Paul’s, Sydenham, for its 
food ministry and a thrift shop 
in Lyndhurst’s Ministry Centre, 
the foundation is working to 
support future choristers and 
musicians with a grant to the St. 
George’s Cathedral Youth (Teen) 
Choir. The Choir had a very 
good first year. Alana Sargeant 
was hired to direct the group, 
and did a great job. She came to 
this new choir with experience 
as a choral director (Queen’s, 
Cantabile), and knowledge and 
understanding of liturgy and 
church culture. Having begun 
with eight singers the choir 
hopes to grow this year and into 
the future. 

As well, the foundation is 
working with the Training and 
Development Committee to 
provide funds for doctoral 
students whose studies will 
provide innovative leadership 
skills and ministries within the 
diocese.

ADOF endeavours to support 
three key areas of ministry life: 
lay and clergy leadership, new 
and emerging ministries and 

Ven. Bill Clarke

infrastructure. If your parish has 
an idea or plan for the future, 
please explore with us how the 
foundation can be a support.

Parishes and individuals are 
welcome to become members 
of the foundation. A $100 or 
$50 fee respectively provides 
membership for one year and 
allows members to attend 
and vote at the foundation’s 
annual meeting and take a role 

 

ACW  
CHRISTMAS  

TEA 
 

Craft and Bake Sale 
& Silent Auction 

 

Saturday December 3rd, 1:00 to 3:30 
Saint Lawrence Anglican Church 
Corner of Pine and Park Streets 

 

Tea, Sandwiches, Dessert and Beverage 
Served in Tea Room - $7.00 

 

Free Admission to the Sale and Auction 
 

Many items at the Sale and Auction  
to fill your Christmas Shopping List 

Anniversary Bear
coming in 2017

in directing the efforts of the 
foundation. Applications are 
available from the Board Chair, 
the Ven. Bill Clarke.

The 2017 Annual Meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, January 24, 
at 2 p.m. at St. Thomas’ Anglican 
Church at 130 Lakeview Avenue, 
Kingston. The foundation board 
is planning to host Bishop Mark 
MacDonald as its guest speaker 
for the meeting.
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