
 
July 6, 2020 
Summer Rambling #2 – from Barbara Downie 
 
Some days the news just makes me mad.  Then I realize nothing makes me 
anything.  It is my response to something that throws my day and my happy feeling 
off kilter. 
 
Brian wrote about the plastic bags of dog litter tied to tree branches on the trail 
over at Loree Forest and he wondered who the people who tied them up thought 
would follow along, gather and dispose of them.  I wonder who does the clean up 
and who pays? 
 
I am still wondering about how some people can assume whatever they want to do 
is OK.     The following information is from an item reported on Collingwood 
Today. 
Last year the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority installed 100 feet of barrier 
fencing and put up extra signage to “dissuade people from accessing the top of the 
waterfall and the adjacent cliffs” at Eugenia Falls.   
 
On Tuesday, June16th a youth hiking at Eugenia Falls went off the trail and into an 
out of bounds area and fell from a cliff.   He was injured, unable to get out.  Those 
hiking with him contacted Grey Highland Fire Department and because of the 
steep angle of the rescue The Blue Mountains Fire Department were called to 
assist.  The Fire Chief, Steve Conn, reported that it took ten people approximately 
four hours to rescue the youth.  Chief Conn stated that high angle rescue always 
comes with some risk to the firefighters, but they are well trained and the 
equipment is diligently maintained. 
 
Following the rescue, the conservation authority closed the park, installed more 
signage stating the area was out of bounds and barricaded the access.  That 
information was also posted on the website. 
 
On Friday, June 19th, a young man passed the roadway barrier, a locked gate, 
several ‘no entry’ signs, warning signs and a barrier wall in order to access the 
trail.  He fell from the cliff at the same place as the youth on Tuesday.  He, too, 
was injured and the above scenario was repeated.  Following the rescue, the young 
man was airlifted to hospital in London. 
 



I am still wondering how can a person ignore all the signs and trespass in a 
dangerous area assuming they can do anything that pleases them?  Did they think 
accidents could not happen to them?  Did they consider if or how they might be 
rescued?  Did they consider others would risk their life and limb to save them from 
their intentional misadventure? 
 
The only light I can see from the newspaper report is the Blue Mountains Fire 
Department sent a bill to cover the rescue costs to Grey Highlands Fire Department 
and it will be up to them to decide whether to forward the bill to those involved.  
That may be the only way to help people understand that everything we do changes 
some things around us.    
 
As we journey through Covid 19 may we continue to remember to ask ourselves; 

Would my actions put myself or others at risk? 
How could my actions protect myself and others? 

I encourage all of us to follow the recommendations of the people with the 
knowledge to lead us safely into our future. 
 
Be safe and be happy. 
Barbara 
 
 


