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THE ANGLICAN SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Finance Committee Meeting 

 
Minutes of May 21, 2020 Finance Committee - ZOOM meeting @ 1:00 pm 

 
EX OFFICIO  

The Dean, the Very Rev. Ansley Tucker  R  
The Registrar, Nathan Lampard  R  
The Chancellor, Bob Gill      
The Treasurer, Michael Murgatroyd                                
The Clerical Secretary, the Rev. Paul Schumacher       
The Lay Secretary, vacant          
                
ELECTED FROM DIOCESAN COUNCIL          APPOINTED 

Lynn Schumacher      The Rev. Canon Dr. John Steele    
The Ven. Dr. Dawna Wall                  The Ven. Alastair McCollum   
Ed Norman                  Joan Hoffman   
       Michael Wolff   
       The Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover  
 
EXECUTIVE STAFF 

Diocesan Finance Officer, Gail Gauthier    
Executive Officer, Barry Foster   
 
1. In light of the continuing COVID -19 global pandemic, the in-person meeting of the 

finance committee scheduled for May 21, 2020 was replaced with a virtual on-line 
meeting, using the ZOOM platform.  

 
Michael Murgatroyd chaired the meeting and welcomed the members of the  
finance committee to this virtual meeting and thanked them for their attendance 
and continued commitment to the work of the Diocese of British Columbia.  John 
Steele opened the meeting with prayer. 

 
2. The clerical secretary noted that one member had offered regrets for absence from 

this meeting. The chair reviewed the meeting agenda and asked if there were any 
additional items to the agenda. The agenda was accepted as amended with the  
addition of the Consolidated Trust Fund withdrawal requests. 
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3. Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held on Apr 23, 2020 

The minutes for the finance committee meeting of April 23rd were amended to 
reflect the comments made by Bishop Logan regarding the possibility of asking  
parishes which have an abundance of financial resources to provide assistance to 
parishes which are struggling with a lack of financial resources.   The executive  
officer, the Chancellor and the finance officer will take this under consideration. 

MOVED BY:   Ed Norman    
SECONDED BY:  Michael Wolff 
That the minutes of the finance committee meeting of April 23, 2020 be received as 
amended.  

      THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

4. Financial Report, statements, overdrafts and assessments in arrears April 2020 

The finance officer gave an update on the federal wage subsidy application made 
by the diocese.  The application has received approval and the funds should be 
available for distribution early next week. 

Bethlehem Centre Update -  Don Evans has been appointed as the new executive 
director.  The investor’s group has made application for the rent subsidy being   
provided through the federal government program.   

Gail has asked for clarification regarding the commercial rent subsidy program as it 
affect a number of parishes and is awaiting a response from CMHC.   

Gail informed finance committee that the Year End review is nearing completion by 
the external accountants.  The final Year End financial statements will be presented 
at the June Finance meeting.  

John Steele requested clarification on several questions regarding tracking of       
inter-fund transfers to reduce parish deficits (i.e. drawdown on reserves) and the 
availability of parish AGM reports.     He believes that we need a clearer under-
standing of how the diocese is doing and what needs to be done to meet the future 
needs of parishes and the diocese as a whole. 

MOVED BY:   John Steele   
SECONDED BY: Bob Gill  
That the finance report, monthly financial statement, overdrafts, and assessment in 
arrears reports for April 2020, be received, as circulated. 

      THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

5. Consolidated Trust Fund Withdrawals 

MOVED BY:   John Steele 
SECONDED BY:  Michael Wolff 
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from St Mary 
Magdalene, Mayne Island Reserve CTF fund of $10,000 to be applied to its operating 
costs. 

        THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
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MOVED BY:      John Steele 
SECONDED BY:       Michael Wolff 
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from St Mary 
Magdalene, Mayne Island Building Maintenance CTF fund of $2,386.87 to 
reimburse the parish for its 2019 maintenance costs. 

        THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 
MOVED BY:      John Steele 
SECONDED BY:     Michael Wolff 
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from Trinity 
Port Alberni, All Saints CTF fund of $9,000 to be applied to its operating costs. 

        THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

6. Investment Committee Minutes for May 7, 2020 

MOVED BY:       Alastair McCollum 
SECONDED BY:   Ed Norman 
That the minutes of the May 7, 2020 investment committee be received as  
circulated. 
           THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 

 
7. Asset Management Report for April 30, 2020 

Finance committee reviewed the acting property advisor’s detailed report. Ed  
Norman requested clarification regarding the potential rental of the property where 
the Sisters of St John the Divine had been living, next to St Peter, Lakehill.  Gail 
Gauthier and Barry Foster indicated that there are on-going discussions with the 
parish and at least one interested party.  More will be forth coming. 
 
A drawn-out discussion took place regarding our diocesan long-term plan for asset 
management verses a management vision based on a parish-by-parish basis.  After 
much back and forth, Barry requested John Steele to provide a two-page document 
which would outline his suggestions of what he sees as the direction the diocese 
should be taking with respect to asset management and the Diocesan Vision.  John 
is to provide his remarks in writing to Barry Foster and Michael Murgatroyd. 

MOVED BY:      Ed Norman   
SECONED BY:    Dawna Wall  
That the Asset Management Report for April 2020 be received as circulated. 

      THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

8. St John the Divine, Victoria organ maintenance and upgrade project. 

Bob Gill asked a question regarding the status of insurance coverage for the person 
under-taking these repairs. Gail Gauthier indicated that adequate coverage has been 
secured. Alastair McCollum abstained from voting. 
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MOVED BY:      Bob Gill 
SECONDED BY:    Michael Wolff 
That finance committee recommends diocesan council give approval for St John the 
Divine, Victoria’s organ maintenance and upgrade project, the cost of which is to be 
paid for from parish funds.     

        THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

9. St Mary, Mayne Island kitchen renovation 

MOVED BY:       Dawna Wall 
SECONDED BY:     Alastair McCollum 
That finance committee recommends diocesan council give approval for St Mary, 
Mayne Island to proceed with the kitchen renovation with the requirement that the 
parish will continue to work with the diocesan property advisor, as the project       
unfolds. 

        THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
 

10. Pender Island Housing Society 

This item was for information only. The society is taking the first steps toward 
applying  for BC Housing support for the proposed project.  No action is required 
by the diocese at this time. 

 
11. Other Business 

John Steele requested an opportunity to examine the question of parishes with  
adequate financial means, and not requiring the federal wage subsidy, assisting 
parishes which are still falling short even with this federal support.   Both the finance 
officer and the executive officer felt that this would be best discussed in the Fall of 
2020 when we have a clearer picture of our needs.  It was pointed out that we need 
to be careful as this is a sizeable benefit to parishes. 

 
12. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 2:08  PM on a motion by Michael Wolff. 
 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: THURSDAY, June 18, 2020 
EXPECTED TO BE ZOOM, BUT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, DUE TO THE ON-GOING 

COVID 19 PANDEMIC 
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FOR DIOCESAN COUNCIL RATIFICATION    
 

That the minutes of the finance committee meeting of April 23, 2020 be received as 
amended.  
 
That the minutes of the finance committee meeting of May 21, 2020 be received.  

 
That the finance report, monthly financial statement, overdrafts, and assessment in 
arrears reports for April 2020, be received, as circulated.      
 
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from St Mary 
Magdalene, Mayne Island Reserve CTF fund of $10,000 to be applied to its           
operating costs. 
         
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from St Mary 
Magdalene, Mayne Island Building Maintenance CTF fund of $2,386.87 to              
reimburse the parish for its 2019 maintenance costs.      
 
That finance committee recommends to diocesan council a withdrawal from Trinity 
Port Alberni, All Saints CTF fund of $9,000 to be applied to its operating costs.  
 
That the minutes of the May 7, 2020 investment committee be received as  
circulated.         
  
That the Asset Management Report for April 2020 be received as circulated. 
       
That finance committee recommends diocesan council give approval for St John 
the Divine, Victoria’s organ maintenance and upgrade project, the cost of which is 
to be paid for from parish funds.     
         
That finance committee recommends diocesan council give approval for St Mary, 
Mayne Island to proceed with the kitchen renovation with the requirement that the 
parish will continue to work with the diocesan property advisor, as the project       
unfolds. 
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