
 
 

Creating a Climate of Credibility   -   July 12, 2020 
 

OPEN 

 
What do you expect from a leader?   In mid-April, our Prime Minister 
travelled from Ottawa to Quebec to be with his family at their cottage.  
However, this came at a time when Mr. Trudeau had been urging 
Canadians to stay home for Easter due to COVID-19 restrictions.  On June 
1, US President Donald Trump crossed the street from the White House to be 
photographed holding a Bible with the historic St John’s Episcopal Church in 
the background.  However, this came at a time when many believed he was 
not responding well to heated racial tensions and demonstrations. 
 
We can debate the actions or motives of these men.  What is clear is that 
when comes to our leaders, we hope to see consistency, and integrity. 
Nehemiah led this way.   
 
In this series, “Recalculating: adjusting to life’s detours by depending on 
God” we recognize that we all face devastating detours and the “GPS” of our 
lives screams “recalculating!”  Society is rampant with “recalculating” 
especially when it concerns an advantage being taken over the vulnerable:  
abortion, economic oppression, racial hatred and violence, sexual exploitation, 
and the list goes on!  What can one do when we face this? 
 
Such detours offer wonderful opportunities to rediscover and recommit to a 
posture of dependence.  We have already seen that Nehemiah was faithful 
to launch out in service to God – and he came up against “Kingdom neglect” 
(1:7).  In chapter 5 this was vividly expressed in economic exploitation.  For 
this challenged, Nehemiah depended upon God! 
 
 

DIG 

 
Since we are considering Nehemiah’s prayers, please note his prayer which is 
recorded in verse 19.  This appears to be a plea prompted by humility and 
integrity.  In crying out to God, he appealed for divine approval upon his 
leadership.  Was his heart at rest?  Yes, though there is a “wrestling in the 
resting”  -  read Psalm 3. 
 

Bear in mind that Nehemiah was born in captivity and lived in the aftermath of 
Israel’s exile.  His whole life was part of a national “recalculating” experience!  
Yet, within that challenging context, Nehemiah heard the voice of God and 
obeyed.  Off he went to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem! 
 
Old Testament scholar F. F. Bruce described Nehemiah as “a man of simple 
piety and single-minded resolution.” (Israel And The Nations, Eerdmans, 
1963, 106)  It was not enough for Nehemiah merely to facilitate a building 
project.  For God to get the glory, he needed to do it with humility and integrity.  
Nehemiah 5:1-18 offers four ingredients of a climate of credibility. 
 
 
I.  Identify injustice  -  vv. 1-5 
 
What was going wrong within Judea and Jerusalem?   
 

Hunger extra challenge to tend the fields while building the walls  -  v. 2 
Debt some mortgaged their land just in order to buy food  -  v. 3 
Taxes they still had to pay taxes to Artaxerxes (Persia)  -  v. 4 
Slavery some resorting giving their children as slaves  -  v. 5 

 
Nehemiah clearly identified these injustices.  He saw the disunity and burden 
it placed on an already broken people and land.  Until these issues were 
addressed, the people of God could not move forward.  With such tensions in 
Jerusalem and Judea, how could a “we’re all in this together” mentality ever 
emerge!?  Can we see the injustices in our society?  Can we identify 
inconsistencies in the ministry of Cornerstone? 
 
 
II.  Oppose opportunism  -  vv. 6-9   
 
According to verse 6, Nehemiah was angry when he heard the outcry of God’s 
people.  The wealthy and influential of Judea were being opportunistic for 
selfish gain.  Notice from verse 7 that instead of reacting immediately, 
Nehemiah took time to reflect and ponder the situation (“consulted with 
myself”).  Only after this did he confront the “nobles and officials” for their 
“usury” (v. 7) and “slavery” (v. 8). 
 
Nehemiah remained focused. He knew this opportunism offended God’s glory 
(v. 9) and tainted the testimony of God’s people.  But many who fight 
injustices in our world today do not have God’s glory as a motivating force. 
 
Robert Pierce was not such a man.  He said, “Let my heart be broken by the 
things that break the heart of God.”  Pierce was in China in 1950 in the 
aftermath of civil war.  He was so touched by the needs of a battered, 
abandoned child that he gave the last $5 he had.  Then he came up with a 
monthly strategy of sending support to orphaned children in East Asia.  Thus, 
the ministry of World Vision was born. 
 

https://www.wvi.org/our-history


III.  Supply solutions  -  vv. 10-13   
 
It is one thing to stand against injustices in our world.  It is another thing to 
offer solutions!  That is what Nehemiah did.  First, he led by example by 
providing for the needy (v. 10).  Secondly, he held the perpetrators of 
exploitation accountable – through action (vv. 11) and a formal oath (vv. 12b-
13).  What was happening?  There was a climate of credibility being created!  
Leadership led with integrity and humility. 
 
One hundred years ago, Mennonites in southern Russia were suffering under 
the effects of the revolution, heavy taxes, and a typhoid epidemic.  A 
delegation was sent to Europe and North America appealing for help.  As a 
result, MCC was formed.  Mennonite Central Committee helped to sustain 
thousands suffering in Russia (and what is now Ukraine).  They have 
sponsored many Mennonite immigrants over the years.  MCC was in the 
forefront of responding to the migration of Syrian refugees in recent years.  
 
What kind of solutions do we offer for the oppression that people are facing in 
our community?  In his book The Common Rule:  Habits of Purpose for an 
Age of Distraction, IVP, 2019) Justin Earley wrote, 
 

True understanding of the world's brokenness and real compassion 
for the oppressed will not come from the fire hose of online anger...We 
must resist becoming people who talk of justice out of range and work 
on becoming people who talk of justice out of love.  The endless 
stream of media will drown out the quiet cries of the vulnerable unless 
we curate specifically to hear them, and then at some point, to close 
our screens and walk out our doors to where they are.     (122) 

 
 
IV.  Live largesse  -  vv. 14-18   
 
Largesse is a word that simply describes the practice of a generous lifestyle.  
Consider what Nehemiah did as governor to be generous, rather than further 
burden the people.  First, he did not take advantage of his official food 
allotment (vv. 14-15).  Instead, he gave himself to the building of the wall (v. 
16).  Secondly, he did live with largesse.  Nehemiah provided meals for 150 
people, from his own resources (vv. 17-18). 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
Before we put Nehemiah on a pedestal, think about what pioneer missionary 
J. Hudson Taylor once said, “God is not looking for men of great faith;  he is 
looking for common men to trust His great faithfulness.” 
 

Can you see the faithfulness of God through Nehemiah?  
What steps might God be asking you to take so that He can 
show His faithfulness through your life? 

 
What a blessing when leaders live with a posture of dependence upon God.  
And when they do, they will live and lead with humility and integrity.  And this 
creates a climate of credibility.  But you do not have to be a president or prime 
minister to practice humility, generosity, and integrity! 
 
 
Do we have a climate of credibility at Cornerstone?  In our Ministry Direction 
we make special note of the responsibilities of Jesus’ followers.  When the 
Church was in its infancy, before organizational or relational complications, 
what was “in focus”?  Acts 2:42-47 tells us there were five essential activities. 
 
 

 
 

 
Worship Celebrating God in personal and corporate settings, making 

God the centre of our lives by expressing our love to Him 
through obedience in both word and deed. 

 
Homes Building friendships with God’s people that nurtures and 

encourages positive life-change, especially through Home 
Groups.  We seek to create community in all contexts of 
Church life. 

 
Outreach Offering the message of God’s hope to those in our 

community so they can experience life-transformation 
through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Learn Learning and developing Christ-like character and ministry 

skills through the teaching of God’s Word so that we will 
reach our full potential in Christ. 

 
Equip Involving trained believers to multiply themselves by 

positively impacting others for Jesus Christ, discovering and 
developing the ability to make disciples. 

 
 

 
 

When we say that we value W.H.O.L.E. ministry at 
Cornerstone, is that what we actually practice? 
 
How can we pursue these five objectives during the current 
context with COVID-19 restrictions? 

 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/tractors-ukraine-origins-mcc

