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Tonight we examine Granberg-Michaelson’s “De-Americanizing the Gospel” and his single emphasis upon “Defeating Divisive 
Culture Wars”.

How many of you play or have played Bridge? On the cards we find different colours (Black and Red on White) and different shapes 
and sizes (Spades, Hearts, Diamonds and Clubs) – at times different structures within the game take on a superior strength or power yet 
it is interesting to note that the most valued structure occurs when there is No Trump.

Enough for frivolous politics but take a look at serious politics and the role of people of faith.

“Let’s Make Rome Great Again” - As Wayne & Shuster instructed “Don’t go Big Julie – Don’t Go”

“Rule Britannia – Britannia Rules the Waves” - The Great Colonizer 

“The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich” - The Idea of a Master Race

And now “Make America Great Again” - Yes – America has been Great

Just remember 

Post World War II – The Marshall Plan – The rebuild of German and Japanese industry

And then there is the “Mental Set” – “Mind Set”

New York Yankees win the World Series – of course only American teams played 

The Angst when the Toronto Blue Jays should win the WS

The Angst when the Toronto Raptors should win at basketball

Ah Yes -- a feeling of deep anxiety or dread, typically an unfocused one about the human condition or the state of the world in general.
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And so we find a deep sense of being Number One – of being Right in all decisions, of being at the centre and the voice of all things 
important. For after all

In God We Trust --- All others pay Cash

In God We Trust –- God must be on our side.  HOW PRESUMPTUOUS!!!

I think back to our visit to the Mosque a few weeks ago.

I will always remember and take heart from the positive response of the Imam to my question “Is the God that I worship the same 
Allah that you worship” – His unhesitating YES

So In God We Trust – so what about In Allah We Trust 

God save our gracious Queen – Allah save our gracious Queen

God keep our land glorious and free – Allah keep our land glorious and free. 

How does that sound?? What do you think??

President Trump. 

Page 138 makes reference to “the grave dangers not only of an authoritarian narcissistic demagogue coming to power but of the 
complicity of the silence of the church in that process.”

It is thought that 81 per cent of white evangelicals voted for Mr. Trump.

Last weekend, in Montreal, I met with a long-time friend, successful businessman, a leader and a Republican.  I did not ask him 
how he had voted in 2016 but I did ask how he will vote in November 2020 – actually I was not surprised when he replied that as a 
lifelong Republican he could not vote for the re-election of the current President and expressed the hope that there will be many, 
many Republicans of similar view.  Nevertheless, I fear the rejection of the incumbent President, if it should occur, will be because 
many Republicans do not vote.
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What does “De-Americanizing the Gospel” mean? 

Granberg-Michaelson concludes on Page 162 – “A witness to the gospel of US Christians carrying any global credibility for its 
future must be severed from its embarrassing and heretical alliance to American pride and power.”   As it has been said, “Pride 
goes before the fall.”

“Defeating Divisive Culture Wars” focuses entirely upon same-sex relationships in the eyes of people of faith and the divisive 
nature of differences of opinion.

Here we have an exposition of views of “right and wrong” to the extreme of criminality. (Decriminalized in Canada by Bill C-150 
in 1967 and passed in 1969 – just 50 years ago)

On July 20, 2005, Canada became the first country outside Europe and the fourth country in the world to legalize same-sex 
marriage nationwide after the enactment of the Civil Marriage Act. Same-sex adoption has also been legal in all provinces and 
territories under varying rules.

As a problem solver, when faced with a problem, 

I try to start with something simple, something easily understood by everyone – Let’s start this problem with the statement “We are 
ALL God’s children” and hopefully reach a logical conclusion.

And so as we gather this evening we acknowledge the difficulty of reaching consensus amongst individuals of all walks of life and 
we pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, grant us the gift of understanding. Help us to understand the feelings of others, the desires of others, the 
goals of others. At the same time, help us to understand ourselves in our actions and reactions. Widen our vision beyond our 
own small world to embrace with knowledge and love the worlds of others. 

Amen.



First Remarks & Discussion

Chapters 7 and 8 of Future Faith is quite 
focused on American themes, but we 

will attempt to understand the situation 
in the USA today as best we can, as well 

as viewing what we read from a 
Canadian perspective, making 

appropriate applications 



Two Questions -

1. Why should we Canadians be aware 
of modern developments in American 
religion and politics? 
  
2. Why is it important for us at this time 
in history to see beyond current 
American religion and politics and 
understand it from both a Canadian and 
a global perspective? 

- discuss



Two Key Points -

1. American Christianity lives in a bubble 

2. American evangelicalism is fracturing 

- discuss the implications



Dietrich Bonhoeffer

a martyr and prophet
he spoke out about Hitler

because his theology was Christ centred
he has inspired generations of theologians

he was hung on the last day of WWII

there follows a short documentary about his 
voice, his life, his witness, his martyred death.

 
and an amazing compendium of his insights. 
why his life, his witness, his words, are still 

calling us to the Way of Jesus.



Defying Hitler: The Story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
8m 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TSq13VqJLQ



Cheap Grace vs Costly Grace by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Excerpts from sermons and writings

5m 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAOusd8jFfc



Points for Discussion

• An American Bonhoeffer is needed today (148) 

• Are there any Bonhoeffers on the horizon? 

• What similarities and differences exist between 
the Germany of the Third Reich and modern 
America? 

• What are the implications for Canada in all this?



Points for Discussion

• Basic Steps in Renewal (according to the author - 
Working to "de-Americanize" the gospel 

• Listen to non-American voices like the pope and 
other credible Christians from around the world  
(152 ff)



Points for Discussion

• Deepening faith formation (155) 

• How was it possible for the election of Trump to 
happen? 

• It represents a profound lack of what it means to 
follow Christ in society 



Points for Discussion

• Solidarity, not Withdrawal (158) 

• Separate Christian allegiance from nationalistic 
loyalty.



Points for Discussion

Wayne unpacks the works of - 

• John Howard Yoder,  

• William Stringfellow,  

• Jaques Ellul



BREAK



Time now. Please return.



Chapter Eight

Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

• In our present time, no issue has become more 
divisive than same-sex relationships and the role of 
gay and lesbian persons in the life of the church. 

• The author views the emergence of the gay issue in 
society as the main issue in the American culture wars. 

• This issue has significant parallels in Canada and 
across the globe. 



The Gay Rights Issue 
and Church Response

Videos
Data
Sites

Stories



We are the Church. - Community Ministries of The United Church of Canada.
Let us remember that the awakening of the UCC was simply the further extension of outreach and 

membership to all persons. It was to recognize the changes in family structures and law. There was 
nothing in the UCC New Creed about social structures, only about recognizing the Spirit of God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcn_usIE9Cw   6m

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcn_usIE9Cw


We believe in God:  
    who has created and is creating,  
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh,  
       to reconcile and make new,  
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit.
We trust in God. 

A New Creed is a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in our worship. 
The United Church of Canada

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/new-creed

We are called to be the Church:  
    to celebrate God’s presence,  
    to live with respect in Creation,  
    to love and serve others,  
    to seek justice and resist evil,  
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope.

We are called to be the Church 
…to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope…

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.



https://www.stdavidsunitedchurch.ca/ministries/affirming-ministry



https://ilga.org/maps-sexual-orientation-laws



**
a poem
3m18s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcoN2K5aIkU



Points for Discussion

• Culture both shapes patterns of biblical interpretation 
and is re-shaped by the biblical message. 

• What then about our Canadian experience. 

• How have we handled this development at St. 
David's? 

• What has been left undone? 



http://1journey.net/1journey/Kirk/credo5.htm

A musing on Plato’s famous trilogy of Truth, Beauty and 
Goodness, as we journey through life  … jock





Discussion

Final Thoughts on  

Challenge 7:  
De-Americanizing the Gospel 

Challenge 8: 
Defeating Divisive Culture Wars 

Brenda



Next Readings
Session 9 - 16 Mar 2020

Challenge 9:
Belonging Before Believing

Challenge 10:
Saving the World

Study Website
sduc.ca 

http://sduc.ca


Closing
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Challenge 7 - De-Americanizing the Gospel and Challenge 8  -  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

In Closing - I anticipated hearty participation for the group and so I close by saying that I think the most important thing that I have 
said is “We are ALL God’s Children”. And offer a closing prayer

Oh God enlighten our minds with truth

Inflame our hearts with love

Inspire our will with courage

Enrich our lives with service

Pardon what we have been

Sanctify what we are

Order what we shall be

And thine be the kingdom, the power and the glory

For ever and ever

Amen



Discussion Notes - Joan Gray 

Chapter Notes - Mike Grammar 

Appendices
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Challenge 7  De-Americanizing the Gospel

Wayne's first question: Why should we Canadians be aware of modern developments in American religion and politics?

United States is influential to Canada as well as globally.  We do a lot of trading with the USA.  

Pierre Trudeau once said of the United States of America;  It is like an elephant in the room.  When the elephant moves everyone else 
has to adjust. 

Much of our early history books, and lessons derived from the USA.  We (Canada) started to come into our own in the 80's .  

Ken - Lester Pearson was Trade Minister in the 50's.  We traded with China (selling wheat.)  USA disagreed.   Amounted to a indirect 
act of war.  The USA changed their attitude.  

Waynes’s Second Question: Why is it important for us at this time in history to see beyond current American religion and politics and 
understand it from both a Canadian and a global perspective?

Deb - Politics can be cyclical. 

Karen - Many in the USA live in a religious bubble.  They grow up and go to the same churches, hear the same doctrine, go to the same 
schools, colleges.  Many do not travel far from the towns their parents and grandparents grew up in.  

Fran - The author wrote about how influencing the religious right can be regarding LGBTQ issue.  The Koch Brothers were mentioned.  

Karen - The religious far right have a notion of nostalgia.  They want to go backwards.  Take away women's rights, etc. She prays that 
 Ruth Bader Ginsburg outlives the Trump presidency.  

Ken - Our immigration policies in Canada are fairly good.  It is based on the 100 point system.  We also have 4 fairly secure borders: 
The Arctic, 2 oceans and a fairly well screening border with the USA. 

It was mentioned that we lost a lot of very skilled and educated Canadians (63) when the flight out of Tehran on Jan 8, 2020 was 
accidentally shot down by Iran. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer videos shown: 
Discussion on the rise of Neo Nazism. Hitler.  Comparisons to the tactics of Trump.  

Cheryl - Toured a museum in Nuremberg Germany some years ago.  Had been started by Hitler before the 
war broke out.  It was one of the most fascinating museums.  She could well understand how the influence of 
German Youth could come to believe in Hitlers vision.  If she had been a young German  after the 
devastation of WW 1, she feels it could have easily have convinced her too.    

Deb - Trump represents contempt for the truth.  

Margie - She particularly dislikes Trump's anti science stance.  

Jack - Mentioned Premier Kenney's cancellation of many of the park amenities.  Stroke of the pen. Hopes others will write their 
MLA as he's done.

Discussion of how we view persons held in high esteem who fall from grace.  Jean Vanier, John Howard Yoder, Bill Clinton, 
JFK, Sir John A MacDonald.  

Comments:  

Marilyn - A biography about Sir John A wrote that he grew up with indigenous children and families.  His actions as Prime 
Minister was, what he thought would help the native peoples.  

Fran - We have to look at the context of the times. 

Challenge 8  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

Eldon - It was President Thomas Jefferson who put forth the separation of church and State (After an issue in Virginia.)   He is 
looking at recent developments in the United States. 

We must always remember when dealing with issues - We are always God's Children.
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Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- 138, no, not much love for President Trump.  But I’m OK with someone who stands by their opinion.  I read that he also hints 
darkly at the role of the church in the Nazi regime’s rise to and consolidation of power.   

- 139, it is *fascinating* to note the parallelism of these words to those of moderate Muslims for the extremist faction in 
Islam. 

- 140, top.  And?  One counter-worry I’d state in reading this text---is there a view to looking to reintegrate church and state?  
Just would want him to be careful.  No problem looking at it from a *values* perspective, but we’ve seen how slippery it is 
to try to define those for e.g. all of Christendom. OK, I see he gets his teeth into this a bit later. 

- 140, top, the “chosen people”? 

- 141, middle.  Forty evangelical leaders getting together for the first time. Telling.  I’m getting to it 😊  

- 142, top – see, what I read into this pattern is a particular undercurrent.  That this branch of Christianity had become 
stagnant and devoid of true new faith-based ideas, so it pivoted to a different source of ideas…and ideology.  Religious 
cancer perhaps? 

- 144, top.  I guess I’ll diverge here?  I knew Trump would be elected when I saw the coverage of Justin and Sophie’s visit 
down there in, I think, the July before the election. It was Camelot all over again. What did I see, I told my American 
friends?  I told them this:  “I thought this country would have shed its inferiority complex after 400 years, but I guess not.  
You want your larger-than-life president and your fairytale democracy”  That is indeed what they got. 

- 145 top—“putting America first meant putting the bible second”.  A strong statement that I admire him for writing.
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Challenge 7: **

- 145-146, he’s missing something.  All these people he identifies?  They all have to go out and vote.  They might not. 

- 148-150, re my note at 140, OK, good 

- 150, bottom, ah, and he touches now on the sore spot.  Can American Christians, so long in a (self-?) perceived leadership 
role, adapt to being followers?  Big, big question. 

- 151, so yeah, his 3 steps all involve diminishment of the American Christian identity and purpose.  As above, that’s a heck of 
a challenge 

- 151 bottom – 152, ABSOLUTELY!  So here’s the discussion Deb and I had yesterday, and something of a way forward on this.  I 
know at St. David’s (our synagogue too, with my dad having been one of the leaders of the charge for a long time) there has 
been a tremendous emphasis on interfaith intercourse and dialogue and connectivity.  How about intrAfaith discussions.  Ask 
this question---why are Christians afraid to talk to each other?  Why is there little/no perceived value in putting a Catholic, 
an Anglican, a Lutheran an Evangelical and a United churchgoer in the same room together? by the way, don’t think you’re 
alone.  The Jewish community here in Toronto is equally culpable of the same thing.  Personally, I *have* met orthodox and 
reform people who I feel comfortable having discussions with, but they are the exception rather than the rule. But progress 
would be transmuting the passion we all have for interfaith discussion into the arena of intrafaith discussion. 

- 152—the danger of missions?  They take their bubble with them 

- 155, middle, I like that---migrants as missionaries 

- 157, in other words, the Pharisees 

- 158-159, expansion of my answer to question 6 in the last chapter—when it’s not about you, it can be the most about you 

- 162, so again, how do you start this without attempting to achieve solidarity within your religion itself?
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- My initial reaction is that I am surprised in a way, but appreciative that he does not shrink from doing so.  There is a 
“preachy” line, though, that is getting near to being crossed 

- We are essentially an “ich-uber-alles” society in North America these days.  Social engagement focus means diminishment of 
one’s self.  People are less willing to do it right now, very much less willing to sacrifice things.  In American politics, it 
seems, I guess, to have left little room for the middle.  I think I generally agree with his perspective, but with some of my 
own thoughts, reservations and alternate hopes---which I put in my closing on a democracy-tangent.  The bright and honest 
friends of mine in the US?  Have stated that the system is broken beyond repair. 

- He is pointing to the “pressures” on the bubble from the emerging global/southern-hemisphere-led views and precepts of 
Christianity.  I don’t know if I do agree---if it bursts, it will be a slow drain.  I do NOT underestimate people’s utmost 
willingness to cling to and protect that which they’ve “sold” their most precious possession to---their soul.  It is the root 
and core for me of why extremist fundamentalist movements continue to live and breathe. 

- He talks about listening instead of speaking, of grounding one’s Christianity apart from American (narcissism) values and 
about reaching out to the marginalized.  I like the first one best because I think the other 2 things flow from that one. 

- I think that it is nothing new.  I say this again—politics is the study and application of influence.  The church has always 
looked to exert influence.  They are 2 sides of a many-sided coin.  I was a bit surprised at some of the statistics and to hear 
of marked divisiveness in thought in the *American* evangelical community---that is interesting 

- Nothing specific, other than perhaps paying a bit more attention to what church leaders have to say in the run-up to the 
2020 elections.


