
More Than Meets the Eye, Part 6 -
The Palm Branches

April 05, 2020

CrossRoads Community Church Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of April 5, 2020 More Than
Meets the Eye Part 6: “The Palm Branches” Matthew 21: 1- 17

As we've been considering the weeks leading up to Resurrection Sunday, we have been
focusing on the journey that Jesus took on His way to the cross. In particular, we have
examined events that should impact us and inspire us to grow deeper in our love for Jesus.
We have seen that these events are “More Than Meets the Eye,” continuing today with Jesus
entering Jerusalem and being praised with palm branches and shouts of praise.

TODAY'S TRUTH Jesus Christ's journey to the cross was a path of obedience to the Father.
As we follow His steps we see God's perfect plan to bring about the redemption of mankind.
The palm branches used on Palm Sunday represent the people's acknowledgement of Jesus
as their King. Their shouts of “Hosanna” would soon be turned to “Crucify Him,” however, as
He did not satisfy their understanding of His role as Messiah.

1. GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY AND POWER Matthew 21: 2 “… ‘Go into the village opposite
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.'”

Control of / Compassion in the Situation- Matt. 20:34, 21:14
Completion of Scripture- Zechariah 9:9, Psalm 118:25-26
Connection with Common People - Proverbs 19:17

2. THE SYMBOLS OF PRAISE Matthew 21: 8 “And a great multitude spread their clothes on
the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road.'”

Clothes and Branches
Crosses and Buildings
Communion and Baptism - 1 Cor. 11:24, Matthew 28:19,
Confession and Belonging (not Confusion about Belief)- Heb. 10: 23-25

3. OUR SPIRITUAL PULSE Matthew 21: 13 “And He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house



shall be called a house of prayer,”...'”

Passionate for the Things of God- Psalm 84:2
Purifying- 1 John 3: 2-3
Prayerful - Ephesians 6:18

CONCLUSION

Palm branches were a symbol of power and victory over enemies. The people who brought
them to Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem the week of His crucifixion were trying to make Him
"the warrior King.” But Jesus was arriving as “the King of peace,” not taking up a battle against
Rome but instead, a war against the wages of sin and death. How are we acknowledging
Jesus as victorious over our enemies of sin and death?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

INTRO: How is it “with your soul” during this period of home confinement and lack of
interaction with others?

1. Do you see God still in control and compassionate today, even in the midst of this
worldwide pandemic? If no, why not? If yes, how do you explain this to others, especially
those who are hurting?

2. By Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, some commentators say He was connecting
with the common people. How might we follow His lead and connect with others today?

3. Read Psalm 118 as a prayer, and then discuss the context of verses 24-26 and how it
relates to the Matthew passage.

4. Do you see any symbols in the modern church getting in the way of understanding who
Jesus really is?

5. How have you dealt with the command to “not to forsake assembling together” in the light
of our current situation to isolate? How are you reaching out to others?

6. Take your spiritual pulse: (1-10, 1 Low, 10 High)

a. How passionate are you for the things of God?
b. How much are you being purified by your relationship with Jesus?
c. How prayerful are you?

7. Have you invited others to be a part of what God is doing at CrossRoads?
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