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Take a deep breath.  

And again.  
 

The Gathering of the Community  
 

Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all 

All:  And also with you.  
      

 
Leader  Let us pray. 
All  We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s  

   Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. 

    Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, 

    and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Leader  Dear friends in Christ,  
    as we turn our hearts and minds  
    to worship almighty God, 
    let us confess our sins. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 

    we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

    and by what we have left undone. 

    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

    we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

    For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

    have mercy on us and forgive us, 

    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

    to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Leader  Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

    that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

    and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

   



Leader  May the Peace of God be with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 

 

Act of Praise: Praise to the Lord       CP #382 
 
       Praise to the Lord all of you, God's servants. 
       Blessed be the name of Our God now and ever. 
       From the rising up of the sun, 
       may the Lord be praised. 
      Praise to the name of the Lord! 
 
      There is none like our God in the heav'ns or on earth, 
      who lifts the weak out of dust,  
      placing them with the mighty, 
      who stoops to raise the weak and low; 
      may the Lord be praised,  
      praise to the name of the Lord! 

Text/Music: Ron Klusmeier 
           Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 734588-A 

 
The Collect of the Day  
       

Almighty God, 

you called John the Baptist 

to give witness to the coming of your Son and to prepare his way. 

Give your people the wisdom to see your purpose, 

and the openness to hear your will, 

that we too may witness to Christ's coming 

and so prepare his way; 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

                      
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11  

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 



received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I 
cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

 

Psalm 85:7-13         BAS p. #819 
 

Show us your mercy, O Lord,        
  and grant us your salvation. 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,     
  for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who    
  turn their hearts to him. 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,   
  that his glory may dwell in our land.  

Mercy and truth have met together;     
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring up from the earth,       
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,      
  and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him,      
 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  

 



Second Reading: Acts 13:14b-26 

 
On the sabbath day Paul and his company went into the synagogue and 
sat down. After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of 
the synagogue sent them a message, saying, "Brothers, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, give it." So Paul stood up and with a 
gesture began to speak: "You Israelites, and others who fear God, listen. 
The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the people 
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led 
them out of it. For about forty years he put up with them in the 
wilderness. After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, 
he gave them their land as an inheritance for about four hundred fifty 
years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet 
Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, 
a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had 
removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony about him he 
said, 'I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who 
will carry out all my wishes.' Of this man's posterity God has brought to 
Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming John had 
already proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 
And as John was finishing his work, he said, 'What do you suppose that I 
am? I am not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.' My brothers, you descendants 
of Abraham's family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this 
salvation has been sent." 
 

Acclamation: Hallelujah         CP324  

sung through 4 times 

 

    Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  

 

Music: D. A. Maraire (1943Tune: @1995, Oxford University Press 
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Gospel: Luke 1:57-80 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy 



to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his 
father. But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." They said to her, 
"None of your relatives has this name." Then they began motioning to his 
father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were 
amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and 
he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and 
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of 
Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this 
child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his 
father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favourably on his 
people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty saviour for us in 
the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised 
to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that 
he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued 
from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called 
the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness 
of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." The child grew 
and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 

Sermon  

The Apostle’s Creed  

 

Leader  Let us confess our faith as we say,  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.                   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 



He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead.                   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The Prayers of the People  

God of welcome and surprise, we have heard your good news and we are 
deeply grateful. As Creator and Lover of all, you have shown us the way 
of grace and hope, to you we offer our thanks and praise. 

Thank you for the gift of community, for the gift of our time together and 
for the gift of the ministry of St. John the Divine, Squamish. We are so 
blessed, guide us we pray to openly share our blessings and resources. 

As we breath in your love and blessing we acknowledge that the world is 
a very unsettled place right now. There is much work to be done and we 
need your help. Guide us to live in compassionate and faithful ways as we 
strive to bring peace and dignity to all people and all creation.  

Let us pray together saying: God, hear our prayer. 

We hold before you those who have asked for our prayers, those whose 
names are written on our hearts and for those whose prayers are known 
to you alone. 

Let us pray together saying: God, hear our prayer. 

 

 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray for all who are sick, for all who are 

grieving, for health care professionals, researchers and emergency 

personnel. We give thanks for the leadership of Dr. Bonnie Henry and 



Minister of Health, Adrian Dix, and their teams who work tirelessly to 

keep us all safe. 

Let us pray together saying: God, hear our prayer.   

   

We pray for all who are facing challenging times:  

for those who are hungry,             
for those who are isolated from family and 
friends,                                                                
for those who struggle with addictions,            
for the vulnerable in our world,            
for all who are facing discrimination and 
violence,                                                                                         
for those who are losing hope,             
for those who are facing illness and 
uncertainty.                              

May they all find rest and strength, renewal and hope. 

                                      Let us pray together saying: God, hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your wisdom we offer all our quiet thoughts and prayers into 
your tender care. In your Holy name we pray. Amen 

  

 

Offertory Hymn: Rejoice the Lord is King      CP #379 

 

 

We invite you to make a gift to support the ministry of St. John the Divine.  St. John’s 

accepts e-transfers, online donations through the website and mailed cheques. To learn 

more, go to 

squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donatetostjohn-the-divine-squamish 

 

 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! your Lord and King adore; 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

 

https://www.squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donate-to-st-john-the-divine-squamish


Jesus, the saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love; 

when he had purged our stains he took his seat above; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’ver earth and heaven, 

the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit, 

and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come, 

and take his servants up to their eternal home. 

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice; 

the trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

                     Text: Charles Wesley Music: John Darwall 

      Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 734588-A 

 
Leader   Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
All   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against   
us. 

   Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 
Leader   Glory to God  
All   whose power, working in us, 
   can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
   Glory to God from generation to generation, 
   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Leader  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
St. John the Divine Prayers for July 12th, 2020 

 

The Church  

The Diocesan Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund Unit (PWRDF) The 

Diocesan Ecumenical Multifaith Unit (EMU) -The Reverend Robin Ruder-Celiz (Chair) 

St. John the Divine, Squamish- The Reverend Cameron Gutjahr  

 

Immediate Prayer Requests  

 

Conrad and Julie Lum, Muriel, Elizabeth, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, Tyler, The Howe 

Sound Women’s Centre, the residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon 

Falls and the patients of Squamish General Hospital. 

 

Please hold Linda Halvorson, her family and friends in your prayers. Linda died 

peacefully at Squamish General Hospital on July 2nd.  

 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray for all who are sick, for all who are grieving, for 

health care professionals, researchers and emergency personnel. 

 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
A Reflection from Muriel Shephard 
 

Some years ago I was attending a women’s retreat in the Ontario countryside.  

One afternoon we were invited to go outside, mark out a square yard of ground 

and sit and observe it for one hour.  I did as suggested. The patch of rough grass I 

selected was not something I would normally have looked at twice, but during 

that hour I focused my attention on every part…. the tiny flowers (weeds in our 



parlance), the insects, the different grasses.  It was a living world in miniature….. 

God’s world just as much as the human one.   

 

 

  

That episode was a transformative experience…. I saw God in small 

things, ‘micro’ as well as in the ‘macro’ - galaxies in space, and everything 

in between.  It made me more aware of our environment and 

appreciative of nature.  The God ‘in whom we live and move and have 

our being’ is everywhere experienced.  The world, a gift to be cherished 

and cared for.  We are surrounded by God. 

 

                                       Muriel Shephard   

 


