
 
 

PART 1: Our Faith 

Lesson 8: Crucified under Pontius Pilate  
 

This is a repeat-after-me-prayer: 

Loving God, 

you are amazing. 

Shine a light into our hearts 

so we can know you more and more; 

and show us Jesus, 

our Friend and Helper. 

Amen. 

 

Crucified means to be 

nailed to a cross as a 

form of punishment. 

Criminals were nailed 

to crosses a long time 

ago to scare people so  

they wouldn’t do bad things. Jesus was not a criminal. He never did anything wrong. 

Neither did he have any inclination to do anything wrong. Yet he was nailed to a 

cross. Leaders who put innocent people on crosses or allow innocent people to be 

put on crosses will always be remembered as corrupt and unjust. Pontius Pilate was   

a leader who allowed Jesus to be put on a cross even though there was no proof  

that Jesus did anything 

wrong. We will always 

remember him for 

that. We look to the 

cross to remember 

that God chose to 

experience even this 

scary part of life so that 

we know we are not 

alone even in our scary 

things. God is with us.  

God is always with us. 



I wonder what the cross looks like.  
I wonder what the cross means. 

 

The cross looks like a sword 
 
If we were to turn the cross upside down and sharpen the long end, what would the 

cross look like? A sword. Swords hurt people just like crosses did. When the cross 

looks like a sword we remember that God is with us in our pain and when we are 

afraid. Jesus walks with us. We know this because of the cross. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Activity:  
Write down something you are afraid of and pray the prayer next to the sword-cross. 
 
 

 
 

The cross looks like an intersection 
 
If we were to place the cross flat on the ground and take a toy car and drive it up 

and down the arms, what would the cross look like? An intersection. Intersections 

are places to decide the direction we want to go. Maybe we want to keep going 

straight. Maybe we want to turn and go another direction. At the cross we decide if 

we want to listen to Jesus or if we want to walk our own way. Listening to Jesus 

means to walk with others 

when they are afraid or in 

pain. 
 

 
 
 
 

Activity:  
Write a way you can decide to be a 
helper to someone who is afraid on 

the intersection-cross. 

Loving God,  

I am afraid of ______________. Shine your light in 

my heart, so I will remember that you are always 

with me, through Jesus Christ, my friend and 

helper. Amen. 



The cross looks like a tree 
 

If we were to plant the cross in the ground, water it and give it lots of sun, and if 

roots began to grow into the earth and leaves began to spout from the arms, 

what would the cross look like? A tree. The cross is where God gives us the 

food we need for our hearts to grow strong. At the cross we are fed the       

body and life of Jesus. Jesus becomes our food to give us courage and to give 

us peace. 

 
 
 

 
Activity: Find some bread and wine (or juice) 
and share it with your family saying, “the 
body of Christ” and “the life of Christ.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The cross looks like a hug  
 

If we were to stand the cross up on the 

ground, and if the bottom of the cross 

were to become legs, the sides of the 

cross were to become arms with 

hands, and the top of the cross to 

become a person’s head, what 

would the cross look like? 

Someone reaching out for a hug. 

The cross is how God showed 

God’s love for the world. It is like a hug from 

God that stretches around the world and 

around our hearts. 
 
 
Activity: Give someone in your family a hug. 
Make sure to ask permission first! 
 

Image of the hug-cross is borrowed from thewoodshapestore.com 


