
 
 
We Learn:  
When Jesus responded to the Pharisees’ question about the timing of the coming of the 
kingdom of God he said, “the kingdom of God is in your midst.” Why were they asking him when 
the kingdom of God would come if it was already in their midst? The Pharisees had determined 
for themselves what the kingdom of God would be like and how it would come. Rome would be 
overturned, Israel would be restored, there would be signs and wonders accompanying the 
appearance of the Messiah, and the kingdom of God would be established on earth. Jesus and 
his ministry certainly didn’t fit their understanding or expectations. And, so they missed the 
coming of the kingdom of God they were inquiring about. The lesson for us is that in our very 
human desire to know everything, to be certain of every detail vs. trusting the Lord to work all 
things together in his timing for our good, we can become so fixated on the signs we observe, 
our interpretations of scripture, and our expectations for the future that we miss the presence 
and power of God at work in our midst in the present.  
 

• What does it mean that the kingdom of God is “already/not yet”?  
• What is the difference between the fulfillment of the kingdom with the first coming of 

Jesus and the consummation of the kingdom with the second coming of Jesus?    
• How can we recognize the kingdom of God in our midst?  
• Do we long for the second coming of Jesus out of fear or out of faith?  
• Why do we focus as much attention as we do on Jesus’ second coming? Is there a 

danger in that?  
 

We Respond:  
• What did Jesus mean when he said not to run after all the reports of his second coming?    
• How do we “run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2)?  
• How can we keep from becoming preoccupied by the (good) things of this world so that 

we are not distracted from looking unto Jesus?  
 

We Apply:  
• What does “Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life will 

preserve it.” mean?  
• Why did Lot’s wife turn back to Sodom? What causes us to turn back?  
• How can we live ready for the second coming of the Lord? How can we live up to what 

we have already attained (Philippians 3:16)?  
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