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July 14, 2020 

Leaving Our Comfort Zone 
 
Over the next three Sundays, as we continue our 

summer series entitled “Into the Wild,” we’ll be look-

ing at three different Old Testament stories. On July 

19 Pastor Brian will unpack the story of Moses 

meeting God in a burning bush, and receiving his call 

to lead his people out of bondage in Egypt. On July 26 

Brian will be in the pulpit again as we look at Jeremi-

ah’s famous letter to the exiles in Babylon. And then 

on August 2 Pastor Jack will take us to join David as 

he hides out in the Desert of En Gedi, fleeing from the 

wrath of Saul. 

 

The characters in all of these stories find themselves 

in places where they do not want to be. Having fled 

Egypt as a fugitive criminal and found a happy new 

settled life for himself in Midian, Moses has no inter-

est in going back to try to free his people, let alone in 

spending the next forty years of his life leading them 

around in a wilderness. The Babylonian exiles struggle 

with a very real sense that all is lost, including their 

identity, as they find themselves in a strange land, far 

from Jerusalem and the temple and everything they 

know. And David, a man who has been told that he is 

to be king over all of Israel, finds himself in the wilder-

ness both literally and figuratively when he finds him-

self lurking in the darkness at the back of a cave. 

 

Although few of us currently find ourselves in circum-

stances as dramatic as these, few of us these days can 

say that we are operating entirely inside of our com-

fort zones. The pandemic has been and still is very 

much of a “wilderness” experience for many of us. 

And it is for this reason that we need to pay attention 

to the stories of those who have walked through the 

wilderness before us. We have a chance to learn from 

the lessons that God gave them a chance to learn. 

AGM Results 
 
On Tuesday July 14 we counted the ballots that 
were submitted over a two-week period, and 

completed the process for our “mail-in” Annual 
General Meeting. Thank you to the over 100 

Members who cast their ballots. Congratulations 
to the three new members of our Nominating 
Committee (Velma Braun, Sheryl Evison, and 

Joyce Verwoerd), and to the five new members 
on our Board of Elders (Gord Carpenter, Bert  

Doerksen, Gord Mosey, Ken Silen, and Les 
Stobbe). We offer our deepest thanks to the five 

members of the Board whose terms have now 
come to an end (Nathan Anderson, Cal Brandt, 
Dale Enns, James Gordon, and Nick Rolleman).                          

Well done, gentlemen! 
 

Most will remember that we had a Special    
General Meeting in January, and that we   

adopted a new set of Bylaws for the church.  
The resolution that we passed that day provided 

that our new Bylaws would come into force    
immediately after our 2020 Annual General 

Meeting. Which means that our new Bylaws have 
now come into force, effective on Tuesday July 
14. Anyone who is interested in obtaining a copy 

of those bylaws should contact the church      
office. 

 
Most will also remember that another resolution 
was passed at our January SGM. This resolution 
called on the leadership of the church to plan 
and initiate a season of congregational prayer, 
study, listening, discussion, and discernment, 

for the purpose of reviewing together the     
provision in our Bylaws that states that Elders of 
the church must be men. Although the arrival of 
the pandemic in March set back our timeline for 

commencing that season of study and prayer, 
the issue of how soon and how best to resume 
the moving forward of that process will be one 
of the topics that the new Board of Elders have 

committed themselves to discussing at their 
first Board meeting in the fall. 

http://www.sevenoaks.org


C hu r c h  R e O p e n i n g  
Survey Results 

 
A big thank you to everyone who filled out our     
Reopening Survey. We received survey responses 
from 186 households, representing 413 members of 
the church family, which is a really great response 
rate for a church of our size. About half of those 
who responded indicated being unreservedly inter-
ested in attending even small (50-person) worship 
gatherings, another quarter indicated that they 
might be interested in attending, and a quarter said 
that they aren’t yet ready to attend worship gather-
ings of the sort we have planned. 
 
On Sunday July 26 we’ll be starting again to hold 
worship gatherings at the church building. Based on 
the survey results, we’re going to begin by offering 
four worship services per week. The start times for 
these 1-hour services will be 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 
4:00 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. Then, if four services aren’t 
enough, we’ll add more. By September we may be 
running as many as eight or ten services each week.  
 
Two dozen families with children under twelve also 
responded to our survey, and two-thirds of them 
indicated interest in having their kids attend some 
form of children’s program at the same time as our 
worship gatherings. As a result, the Children’s Minis-
try team are now busy laying plans to offer a        
children’s program in conjunction with two or more 
of the weekly worship gatherings that we’ll be hold-
ing each week in the fall. 

You Can Come Back to Church, but 

You MUST Pre-Register 

 

Starting Sunday July 26, we will once again be 

holding in-person worship gatherings at the 

church building, but because we are required to 

cap the attendance for each gathering at 50    

people, it has been necessary for us to introduce  

a pre-registration system. If you would like to   

attend one of the four (or more) worship gather-

ings that we will be holding each weekend, YOU 

MUST PHONE THE CHURCH OFFICE AND    

RESERVE A SEAT sometime during office hours 

(9:00 – 4:00, Monday through Thursday) during 

the week prior. Registration for each Sunday’s 

worship gatherings will open at 9:00 a.m. on the 

previous Monday. 

 

There will be four worship gathering start times to 

choose from on July 26: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 

4:00 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. When you phone the 

church office to register, please know which gath-

ering you would like to attend, and please have 

an alternative choice in mind in case the gathering 

that you want to attend is already full. 

 

It is going to seem really, really strange to have  

to pre-register in order to get a seat at a worship 

service. But we will get used to it, and within a 

few weeks’ time it will come to seem like a     

routine thing. By the end of August we hope to 

have started offering an automated online       

registration system. 
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If you have access to a computer, go to sevenoaks.org 
& scroll down the homepage to find the link to our 
phased reopening video & documents. 
 

Here is the link to the Our Plan for Phased Regather-
ing video https://vimeo.com/436610271 
 

Here is the link for the Our Plan document 
https://www.sevenoaks.org/pages/our-plan 
 

Here is the link for the Health and Safety Guidelines 
https://www.sevenoaks.org/pages/health-and-safety-
guidelines 

For more information ... 

Paper copies can also be picked up at the church office. 

https://vimeo.com/436610271
https://www.sevenoaks.org/pages/our-plan
https://www.sevenoaks.org/pages/health-and-safety-guidelines
https://www.sevenoaks.org/pages/health-and-safety-guidelines
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BC Day Quiz 

What’s the point of BC Day? To many, the civic holiday exists primarily to give British Columbians a long   

weekend in August. But in 1974, when it was established, the original point of the holiday was to honour     

BC’s pioneers and its history. 

1. In what year did British Columbia become Canada’s sixth province?     1871       1912       1776 

2. What is the official motto of BC?   “Splendour without diminishment”     

      “Glorious and free”    “Not in my backyard” 

3. Which Canadian domestic innovation was invented by Joseph Coyle of Smithers?           

    Egg carton  Garbage bag  Snow blower 

4. What is the name of the Vancouver Island no-bake dessert commemorated in a Canada Post stamp 

collection?  Ladysmithfingers  Victoria Pie  Nanaimo Bar 

5. Which BC park is home to Della Falls, Canada’s highest waterfall?      

    Stanley Park  Strathcona Park  Glacier National Park 

6. Which BC city holds the provincial record for highest temperature ever, at a sweltering 44.4 degrees? 

    Lytton   Princeton  Vernon 

7. BC’s official mammal is a rare white bear found only in a remote, coastal area of the province? What is 

it called?   Wizard bear  Spirit bear  Limestone bear 

8. How many US states border BC?  1  2  4 

9. Who was BC’s longest-serving premier? Christy Clark      WAC Bennett   Amor de Cosmos 

10. What is the official provincial bird of BC? Crow  Chickadee  Steller’s Jay 

Full quiz at https://theprovince.com/news/  

Dave Jeffery’s New Book 

Dave Jeffery, who is a long time member of the Sevenoaks family, has published a 
moving and inspirational little book entitled “While we pray for Miracles, God gives us 
Grace: a personal and theological response to God’s ways.” Copies are now avail-
able for purchase through the House of James bookstore, and on Amazon. The heart of 

what this book is about is captured in the following excerpt from the “liner notes”       

provided on the back cover: 

“This book is for all of those believers who have prayed for a miracle but have not been 
healed or delivered. It tells the stories of several such people and celebrates the grace 
that these people have been given by God to walk with Him through difficult times. It 

explains the scriptural basis for saying that miracles are rare, but grace is normal.” 

As most will know, Dave and his wife Susan served for 19 years with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators in Asia, following which he spent 13 years teaching at the Canadian Insti-
tute of Linguistics at Trinity Western University. In 2014 Dave was diagnosed as being 
in the early stages of ALS, a terminal neurological disorder, and was told by his doctors 

that he had from two to five years left to live. This book came out of the journey that 

Dave and his family have been on – with God – since receiving that diagnosis. 

https://theprovince.com/news/


Mid-Year Financial Update 

Back when we used to all meet together for one big worship service on Sunday morning, our weekly bulletin would 
include a financial update. But we would only start including those financial updates in late April of each year,    
because our practice has always been to report on “how we are doing” compared to “where we need to be” under 
our annual budget. And we couldn’t do that until our budget for the year was formally approved by the members of 
the church at our Annual General Meeting. 

Now that we have completed this year’s “mail-in” AGM, our budget for the year has finally been approved, and we 
can start providing you with regular financial updates. At the end of June we passed the halfway mark for our     
financial year, so reading this first financial update may feel slightly like sitting down and starting to watch a   
movie halfway through. 

As of the end of June our total giving for the year had 
amounted to $409,105. This represents a $110,849 (or 
21%) shortfall on how much we would have needed to 
have received in order to be “on budget” for giving. On      
a year-over-year basis, our total giving up until the end    
of June of THIS year is 13% lower than it was by the end    
of June LAST year. Thanks to your faithfulness and gener-
osity we have  fared much better during the pandemic 
than many other churches have. But we are still coming 
into the summer months with a significant shortfall, so  
we need your generosity to remain unwavering. 

However, there are also some numbers on the “upside”    
of the ledger as well. The changes that we have had to  
make to building operations and ministry operations     
during the pandemic have resulted in some significant  
reductions in our level of expenses. As of the end of     
June, our total expenses were down by 11% as against  
the budget, and during the first two months of the       
pandemic lockdown our church was eligible to apply for     
--and we were happy to receive-- nearly $65,000 in    
funding under the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy 
(CEWS) program. 

Financial Giving 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, 
an act of worship to the living God & an expression of 
trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision 

of knowing Jesus & making Him known.  
 

Online via Pushpay 
Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-

ring gift to the church using Pushpay. Use a credit 
card & designate where you want your gift to go.  

 
Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial       
institution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 
Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your 

offering envelope number as your account number.  
2. E-Transfer 

Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the 
amount you want to give & make up a security    

question. Then be sure to send the security question 
answer for the  e-transfer in a separate email to 

life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it. 
 

Cheque 
Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 

Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 

completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it to 
the church office. 

 
Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 

Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or email 

ttoews@sevenoaks.org 
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BC Day Quiz answers 

1. 1871 

2. “Splendour without diminishment” 

3. Egg carton 

4. Nanaimo Bar 

5. Strathcona Park 

6. Lytton 

7. Spirit bear 

8. 4 

9. WAC Bennett 

10. Steller’s Jay 


