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I love getting to know people and discovering what they are 
passionate about, or what area of expertise they have. You may not 
consider yourself an “expert” but I suspect that there is at least one 
area of knowledge in which you know a lot; or at the very least, a lot 
more than I do.  

A Geologist is an expert when it comes to the materials that make up 
the earth; they tend to know a lot about rocks and rock formations. A 
Botanist is an expert when it comes to the study of plants. An 
Ophthalmologist has the expertise to treat eye conditions medically 
or surgically. 

I’ve created a bit of a pop quiz to test how much you know about 
what other people know. 

1. An expert in making new shoes from new leather is called a: 
(a) Cobbler 
(b) Podiatrist 
(c) Cordwainer 

2. A wine expert who can pair your meal with the perfect bottle of 
wine is called a sommelier; what is a beer expert is called? 
(a) Vinter 
(b) Cicerone 
(c) Cafelier 

3. A person who is an expert in aging cheese is known as: 
(a) Cheese Maker  
(b) Affineur 
(c) Cheese Monger 

4. A person who is an expert in the subject of bees is called: 
(a) A Melittologist  
(b) An Entomologist (expert in insects) 
(c) An Apiarist (bee-keeper) 

How did you do? If it makes you feel better, I would have gone 0 for 
4.  

I’ve begun my sermon the way I have to get us thinking about what 
we know and what we don’t. All of us have expertise in some areas, 
but in other areas we don’t know much at all. In which areas do you 
know enough to be confident in making decisions? In which areas do 
you know just enough to make you dangerous? What do you wish 
you knew? 

Over the past few weeks we have been looking at a trio of 
theological subjects that are affectionately known as the omni’s: God 
is omnipotent (all-powerful), God is omnipresent (everywhere), and 
this week we’re going to look at God’s omniscience. 

I’m going to use the same outline that I did last week, beginning with 
a definition, followed by a brief theological explanation, and then I 
want to jump into a Biblical text and explore the implications of 
God’s omniscience for our lives. 

A. Definition: When we speak of God’s omniscience what we are 
saying is that God’s knowledge is infinite, comprehensive, and 
complete on every subject. God knows everything that was, is, and 
will be. Now for the explanation… 
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B. Explanation: Good theology is never a matter of thinking deep 
thoughts about God and then writing it down; good theology comes  
from reflecting deeply on the Scriptures. So what does the Bible have 
to say about God’s knowledge?  

Psalm 147:4-5 says, “He determines the number of the stars and calls 
them each by name. 5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his 
understanding has no limit.” It is astounding when you think about it. 
Astronomers estimate that there are one hundred thousand million 
stars in our galaxy alone, and they believe there are millions of 
galaxies. God calls each of these stars by name. When we were 
younger, and my brothers and I got my our Mom riled up, she had 
trouble calling us by the correct names. God knows every star, in 
every galaxy, in the universe. 

In Matthew 10:29, Jesus said that God is familiar with every sparrow 
in the world; not one of them falls to the ground without Him 
knowing it. Similarly, Jesus said that God keeps track of every hair 
on our heads (vs. 30). In Hebrews 4:13 we read, “Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 

Last week I talked about God’s omnipresence; I said that God has 
access to every place—and to every person—in every moment, for 
all time. God’s comprehensive knowledge is connected to His 
omnipresence—nothing escapes His attention because He is 
simultaneously present everywhere. 

illus: God sees and knows not only what is, but what was, and, what 
will be. Think for a moment about watching a parade. Imagine a 
large parade and the street crowded with spectators. Even if we are 
standing in the front row, our line of sight is limited. We can see 
portions of what’s right in front of us, and perhaps a little of what’s 
coming next or has passed us by. 

To stick with this analogy, God is simultaneously present at every 
point along the parade route. No one is tall enough to block His line 
of sight, or distracting enough to cause inattention. He observes, and 
knows, every detail simultaneously. Erickson writes, “[God] is aware 
of what is happening, has happened, and will happen at each point in 
time.”  1

I said earlier that God’s knowledge is infinite and comprehensive; I 
also want to say that it is immediate. What I mean is that unlike 
human beings, God’s knowledge base doesn’t grow with time; He 
doesn’t have to learn anything. His comprehensive knowledge is 
immediate—He knows everything and He always has.  

Erickson writes, “[God’s] deliberation…takes no time. He has from 
all eternity determined what he is now doing. Thus his actions are not 
in any sense reactions to developments. He does not get taken by 
surprise or have to formulate contingency plans.”  2

In Jeremiah 1:5, God spoke to the prophet saying, “Before I formed  
you in the womb I knew you”. Revelation 13:8 says that before the  

 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 275.1

 Ibid.2
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world was created, God the Son knew that He would share our 
humanity and die on the cross. Ephesians 1:4-5 says that before the 
foundation of the world, God chose us in Christ, to be adopted into 
His family. 

Think for a moment about the difference between God’s knowledge 
and ours. Everyday, we are forced to make decisions without 
knowing all the facts. Anyone who bought a restaurant, or an event 
planning company in December, would now look back on that 
decision as “unwise.” How could anyone have known that a global 
pandemic was coming? Limited information is one thing, limited 
understanding is another; we may have all the information we need, 
but a skewed perspective means that we read it all wrong. 

This could never be said of God. God never has to wait until all the 
information comes in; He doesn’t delay a decision because He can’t 
make sense of the data. He never makes a decision and then second-
guesses Himself.  

In Isaiah 55:8-9 we read, “'For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.’” Because God knows everything, 
we can trust Him. We may be praying for something that seems to be 
right and good, something we are asking Him to do here, now. But in 
the end, we are invited to trust God to know what is best in every 
situation. 

illus: I wonder, how many of you know someone that you would 
describe as a “know-it-all”? You know the type…they think they 
know everything about everything. You may be having a 

conversation with a friend and the know-it-all feels the need to butt 
in, correct you, your friend, and anyone else involved. A know-it-all 
delights to demonstrate how much they know, or, how much more 
they know than you. A know-it-all is perfect for a gameshow like 
Jeopardy, but anywhere else they are just plain annoying. No one 
likes a know-it-all.  

Although God really does know it all, His knowledge isn’t to make 
us feel small. God’s knowledge is more than simply comprehensive, 
it’s personal; He knows us completely, He loves us comprehensively. 

C. Psalm 139: At this time I’d like to invite you to turn with me to 
Psalm 139:1-6.  

It’s difficult, conceptually, to wrap our minds around the omniscience 
of God. I cannot fathom infinite knowledge; the idea that God could 
name one hundred thousand million stars is utterly beyond me. 
Maybe it was beyond the Psalm writer too, and so David turned to 
what he knew best—himself—and reflected on the depths of God’s 
personal knowledge of him. 

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 2 You know when I 
sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You 
discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all 
my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 
completely. 5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your 
hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty 
for me to attain.” 

Here, in Psalm 139, David’s reflection on God’s omniscience does 
not come in the form of theological treatise; his reflection is 
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packaged in adoration. The God who has the capacity to name one 
hundred thousand million stars, has intimate, comprehensive 
knowledge of us.  

Think about that…God is interested in you and me. What does that 
say about God? Is God so dull that He is interested in us? Does He 
reveal His poor taste in knowing everything about us? If God is not 
dull, if His taste is not poor, we must be of great value to Him—He 
must love us deeply. 

The first six verses of Psalm 139 sound a note of awe; David is not 
frightened by God’s intimate knowledge, he celebrates it! We 
discover later in vs. 13-16 that God knows us completely because He 
brought our lives into being. Vs. 16 says, “Your eyes saw my 
unformed body.” One author translates it in the following way, “Your 
eyes saw me as an embryo”.  3

In vs. 2-4, David spells out the comprehensive nature of God’s 
knowledge: 

• He knows what we are doing (sitting, rising, going out, lying 
down); 

• He knows what we are thinking; 
• He knows our whereabouts, whether we are at home, at school, at 

work, at play; 
• God knows what we are going to say before we say it, even 

before we know what we are going to say; 
• David also includes what appears to be a catch-all phrase; he 

says, “You are familiar with all of my ways”.  

illus: In the Summer of 2012, Naomi and bought ourselves a Dodge 
Caravan; it was 2 years old and had low kilometres—there wasn’t a 
scratch on it. Shortly after buying our van, we packed up our kids, 
and our things and we headed up to Osoyoos for a week’s vacation 
by the lake.  

One afternoon we decided to out for ice cream; and we headed down 
to the parking garage and got in the van. I was in the driver’s seat, 
Naomi was beside me, with Luke and Anna behind us. I checked the 
rearview mirror, everything was clear, and I began to back out of the 
parking space. 

As I backed up, I heard a loud, horrible, scraping sound on the 
driver’s side of the van; I immediately applied the brake but the 
damage had been done. The entire length of the van had rubbed up 
against one of the cement pillars.  

As soon as I stopped, the scraping sound stopped, and immediately 
the kids began to ask questions: Dad, what happened? What was that 
loud sound? Did you wreck our new van? And Naomi, dear, sweet 
Naomi, said kindly, “Kids…let’s just be quiet and give your Dad a 
few moments.”  

My wife knows me so well; it was exactly what I needed! I was so 
angry at myself for wrecking our new van. She knew I needed a few 
moments to compose myself before I went out to take a look. The 
longer we are married the more she is familiar with my ways but her 
knowledge of me pales in comparison to God’s. He knows where I 
am going, what I am doing, and what I am thinking. He knows my 

 Goldingay, 635.3
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words before I speak them, my desires before I express them, and the 
motives behind every action. 

Vs. 5, “You hem me in before and behind”. The verb in this phrase, 
sarar, can mean “to protect” or “to restrict;” it’s likely that both 
meanings are intended. The God who knows us perfectly, at times 
protects, and at other times restricts. There are times when we need 
protection from others, and there are times when we need protection 
from ourselves.  

This section concludes with a confession of praise—Your 
comprehensive knowledge God, of me, is unexpected, it’s more 
wonderful than I can express. 

D. Implications: In the next few minutes I want to explore three 
personal implications of God’s omniscience. If God’s knowledge of 
us—and everything else—is infinite, comprehensive, and complete, 
then… 

1. First, He knows our hurts. He knows all about the boy who 
bullied me in Grade 5, belittling me, shoving me, putting me in a 
headlock in front of the whole class. He knows how crushed I was 
when my girlfriend rejected me for another. He knows the anger I felt 
when I was unjustly accused and slandered. He knows about the 
times I have been cheated, lied to, and taken advantage of. He knows. 

In Genesis 16, a dark and complicated chapter in Abraham’s story is 
told. Abraham and his wife Sarah were unable to have children and 
so, in keeping with the custom of the day, Sarah urged Abraham to 

marry her slave—Hagar—so that an heir could be produced through 
her. But when Hagar became pregnant, as you can imagine, she felt 
used and began to resent Sarah. And Sarah, jealous of Hagar’s 
pregnancy began to mistreat Hagar, so much so that Hagar ran away. 

We’re told that an angel of the Lord met Hagar beside a spring in the 
desert; the angel told her that her that God had heard her misery, and 
that her son would be the first of a numerous and powerful family 
line. Reading now from vs. 13, “She gave this name to the Lord who 
spoke to her: ‘You are the God who sees me’. 

My dear people, God sees you. Debbie Wilson writes, “God's 
omniscience means I can be real…we don’t have to pretend with 
Him. We don’t have to clean up our thoughts and emotions before we 
approach Him. He already knows everything. God understands why 
we’re upset. He knows the root of our insecurities, disappointments, 
and our needs. He can handle our doubts, fears, and critical 
thoughts.”  4

God the Son became human, and in so doing, He positioned Himself 
to know firsthand all of the hurts that humanity suffers. Jesus is the 
One who sees, who knows, who cares, who provides; He is the One 
who can heal and restore. 

2. Second, He knows our sin. He knows our hidden rebellion, our 
secret sin, our bitterness, our refusal to forgive, our saying one thing 
and doing another, our jealousy, our pride, our greed, our anger. He 
knows. 

 Debbie Wilson, https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-omniscience-and-what-does-it-mean-for-me.html4
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Wilson writes, “When we sin, the accuser whispers, ‘You call 
yourself a Christian. God doesn’t want you in His family.’ God’s 
omniscience means that He knew everything about us before we 
were born. He knew all the ways we’d mess up before He chose us to 
be a part of His forever family.”  God knew what He was getting 5

when He called you. 

He is the God of mercy, the God of grace; He forgives, He redeems, 
He transforms.  

3. Third, He has a purpose for us. God has perfect knowledge of 
you; He is familiar with all of your ways, your personality, your likes 
and dislikes, what you are good at and what you struggle with. He 
knows your story inside-out. But His knowledge isn’t limited to you; 
He knows everything. He knows history inside-out, where’s it’s been, 
where it’s going, and how you fit into His plan for the world.  

We are prone to two errors: (a) We think of ourselves as more 
important than we are—the one around whom the world spins; or, 
(b) We think of ourselves as nobodies—living a life without 
consequence, a mere blip on the radar. Both errors profoundly effect 
the way we live.  

Because God made you, your life matters. God has made you to love, 
to serve, to influence. Now obviously we don’t all have the same 
calling in life, and, we won’t all have the same scope of influence, 
but don’t waste your life worrying about that. Whether our influence 
is narrow or broad, God has a purpose for you. 

The fact that God knows your story (inside-out), and knows 
everything else (past, present, and future); the fact that He is all-
powerful and always present means that He can guide you, shape 
you, and use you. It means that it’s never too late to learn, to grow, to 
change. It means that He can restore the moments (or years) that 
we’ve wasted; it means that He can restore the things that others have 
taken from us.  

The question is, will we trust that He knows and surrender to His 
leadership?  

The Lord’s Supper 

This morning we will be participating in the Lord’s Supper, and so, at 
this time I want to encourage those of you who are watching at home 
to take out your bread and grape juice (or wine). And for those 
gathered here in person, please take the bread and juice that you 
received as you entered.  

On the night Jesus was betrayed, He shared bread and wine with His 
disciples—the bread a symbol of His body that would soon be 
broken on the cross, the wine a symbol of His blood that would be 
shed. Jesus shared a meal with disciples who would all, to a person, 
betray Him, deny Him, or abandon Him. Jesus knew this in advance 
and He still shared this meal with them. 

The Lord’s Supper is not reserved for those who are without sin. God 
knows everything about us—our loves, our fears, our triumphs, our 
failures, our shame. He also knows that we need Him, desperately. 

 Ibid.5
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And so, He invites us to come, to receive, to be forgiven, to know 
His love that transforms. 

On the night He was betrayed, “Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take 
and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.’”  6

The body of Christ was broken for you; the blood of Christ was shed 
for you. Let us partake together. 

Worship  

Benediction

 Matthew 26:26-28.6
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