
Online Joint Worship for the Mid Fraser Cluster of the United 
Church of Canada 

July 5th, 2020 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

 
Words of Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, and 
Announcements From Each Congregation  
Including instructions for offerings. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation  
 
Affirmation of Faith:  
One: We are not alone; 
All: We live in God’s world,  
 Who has created and is creating. Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Offering:  

Deborah and Donna 

 
People are invited to share their prayers in the chat. 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation:  
All God’s children are welcome and wanted here, no matter your need. 
God will give you rest from your weariness, 
comfort from your pain, 
balm for your soul, food for your mind, 
and hope for your tomorrow. 
God’s ability to tend and nurture, calm and inspire 
knows no bounds and never ends. 
 Let us open our hearts and minds  
 to God’s love and welcome. 
 Let us be God’s love and welcome  
 for each other as we worship together. 
Written by Allison Abbott-Wiebe. Gathering, Pentecost 1 2020. Edited, and used with permission. 

 

Hymn:  "God Loves Us in Mysterious Ways" 
God loves us in mysterious ways beyond all sin or shame, 
Rich blessing for our weary days as love dares speak its name. 
 
More light and truth have yet to break from God’s eternal Word 
Sure hearted and with hope we take new leap of faith unblurred. 
 
We take a chance on God, and fall to higher depths of love 
In faith and flesh we heed God’s call to open doors above. 
 
Bind up the wounds of shun and tray for prodigals new found and set 
us on our homeward way unbullied and unbound. 
 



“Come forth” from deep, confining tombs of gender, class, and race 
engendered here: wide open rooms that offer pride of place. 
 
A place where friends are swell and true and lives and loves increased 
till all who come are welcomed to the Lamb’s own marriage feast. 
 
Learning with our Children:  
 
Hymn: “Like a Rock” MV 92 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean our home is in God evermore.  
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 

Reflection 

 
Hymn: "Blest be the Holy Other" 
Blest be the holy other who has loved and lost and grieved 
The strife imposed could not undo God’s love and grace received. 
 
Blest be the holy other who’s endued the worst of all 
Th ignorant and petty few that would deny their call. 
 
Blest be the holy other when the church has done them wrong. 
God made us all, not just the men, to love and to belong. 
 
Blest be the holy other now whose sacred worth we know, 
Who teach us where and when and how God’s telling us to go 
 
Scripture Readings:  
Matthew 11:7-19, 25-30 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,‘See, I am sending 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 

 
 
 



Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all 
the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears 
listen! 
 
“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon:  
 
Hymn: VU 352 - "I Danced in the Morning" 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came from heaven and I dance on the earth; 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 
and I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, 
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
 I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they would not follow me; 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
they came with me and the dance went on. C) 
 
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
the holy people said it was a shame; 
they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, 
and left me there on a cross to die. C) 



I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back; 
they buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 
but I am the dance and I still go on. C) 

 
WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 

 
Prayers of the People:  
 
We pray now for... 
People are invited to offer their prayers in the chat.  
 
Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. 
We are known and heard deeply, graciously, constantly. 
Confident in this grace, we sing together the words that Jesus taught 
us... 
 
The Lord's Prayer [Sung] VU 960 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, For ever and ever. Amen 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God:  
We bring our hearts; we bring our hands. 

Let none despise the gifts of another; 
May we instead see in each other 
God's gifts and calls to action. 

 
Prayer of Dedication:  
These are the gifts of God, 
given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn: VU 18 - "There's a Voice in the Wilderness 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places where God, our God, may go! 
 
O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King. 
Like the flowers of the field they perish, like grass our works decay; 
the power and pomp of nations shall pass, like a dream, away. 
 
 



But the word of our God endureth, whose arm is ever strong; 
God stands in the midst of nations, and soon will right the wrong. 
God shall feed the flock like a shepherd, the lambs so gently hold; 
to pastures of peace will lead them, and bring them safe to fold. 
 
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places where God, our God, may go! 
 

 
Commissioning and Benediction:  
Sung Response: VU 431 - "Sing Amen" 
Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   
Sing amen: Amen, we praise your name, O God.   
 
Sing amen: Amen, amen, amen, amen 
Amen we praise your name, O God. 
 
Postlude 


