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July 12th, 2020 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

 
Words of Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, and 
Announcements From Each Congregation Bill 
Including instructions for offerings. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation Bill 
 
Musical Offering: Deborah and Donna 

# 703 “In the Bulb There is a Flower” 

In the bulb there is a flower;  in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds,  
a mystery, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;  
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
  

People are invited to share their prayers in the chat. 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation:  
One: We hunger for meaning and knowledge and God answers with 
love. 
We yearn for understanding and truth and God offers us relationship 
and hope. 
All: Let us worship our loving God who always calls us home. 
 
Prayer 
One: Life Giver, Plant within us your Word. Make us fertile soil that we 
might be a harvest of love and hope for the world. Amen.  
 

Hymn:  MV 30 “It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker”  

It’s a song of praise to the Maker,  
the thrush sings high in the tree.  
It’s a song of praise to the Maker,  
the gray whale sings in the sea, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver 



 when waves and waterfalls roar. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver  
when high tides break on the shore, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
 the bumblebees hum along.  
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
 the summer breeze joins the song 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
It’s the chorus of all creation;  
it’s sung by all living things. 
It’s the chorus of all creation; 
 a song the universe sings, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 

 
Learning With Our Children:  

Song: MV 104 “Know that God is Good” 
Know that God is good, Know that God is  good, 
Know that God is  good, God is good, God is good. X2 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 
 
Scripture Readings:  
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon:  “Seeds of Hope, What do we Plant?”  
 
Hymn:  MV 176  “Three Things I Promise”  
Three things I promise, Holy God, in age and youth, in life and death: 
to bless your Name, and cling to Christ, 
and listen for the Spirit’s breath. 
 
Your love unfolded time and space, and life, 
and all that life became, and so, with thankful heart  
and voice, through good and ill, I bless your Name. 
 
I follow, serve, and cling to Christ amid our culture’s  
tides and trends,  for here your Name is most revealed: 
Majestic Love, and Best of Friends. 
 
Enlivened as the Spirit moves to cleanse, awaken,  
and renew, I pray that justice, peace, and truth, 
may seed and grow in all I do. 



If I should live when vigour fades, and family and 
friends are gone, three acts of loving faith remain 
when days are slow, and work is done.  
 
Revive and guide me,  Living God, as day by day,  
until my death, I bless your Name, and cling to Christ, 
and listen for the  Spirit’s breath. 

 

WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 
 
Prayer of Growth  
Holy One: Your Word is seeded in our lives and hearts. We are your 
garden and your harvest.  Plant within us the hope that we yearn for.  
You seed life that blossoms in our open hearts.  Yet we hesitate to allow 
the blossoms to turn to a harvest of seeds.  Give us the courage to plant 
new seeds of hope in the hearts of others for the sake of  your creation.  
Let there be new life in the world and let that new life be a benefit to all.  
Let there be healing and growth, and a harvest of reconciliation and 
love.  In Jesus name we pray.  
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance  
 
One: You are both harvest and sower.   
With you God can harvest hope for all of creation. 
All:  With love we plant God’s Word of hope in the World.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sung Response:  VU 381 “Spirit of Life” 

Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 

Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
 
Roots hold us close; wings set us free; 
Spirit of Life, come to us, come to us. 
 
Prayers of the People:  

We pray now for... 
People are invited to offer their prayers in the chat.  

Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. We are known 
and heard deeply, graciously, constantly. Confident in this grace, we 
sing together the words that Jesus taught us... 
 



The Lord's Prayer [Sung] VU 960 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, For ever and ever. Amen 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God: 
 
Prayer of Dedication:  
These are the gifts of God, given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn:  VU 510 “We Have This Ministry”   

We have this ministry and we are not discouraged; 
it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve. 
Openly we share God’s word, speaking truth as we believe, 
praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 
 
O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning, 
we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love. 
Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace, 
different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 
 
The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish; 
we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy. 
Bearing hurts of those we serve, 
wounded, bruised and bowed with pain, 
Holy Spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 

 

Commissioning and Benediction:  
 
Sung Response: VU 572   “Send Me, Lord” 
Send me, Lord. Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, 
   send me, Jesus, send me, Lord. 
 
Lead me, Lord. Lead me Jesus, lead me, Jesus, 
   lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord. 
 
I will go.   I will go, Lord, I will go. Lord, 
   in your name, Lord, I will go. 
 

 
Postlude 


