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St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A cross and flowers by the
candle on the table is appropriate. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts. WE DWELL IN HIM AND HE IN US.
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; MAKE KNOWN HIS DEEDS AMONG THE PEOPLES.

Sing to him, sing praises to him, AND SPEAK OF ALL HIS MARVELLOUS WORKS.
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty; WHO WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME!

Opening: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee CP 425

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
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Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, and our Mother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

The Collect

O God of all, YOU SPEAK IN THE LIGHT OF DAY AND IN THE DARK OF NIGHT WHEN OUR SLEEPING IS FILLED

WITH DREAMS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; MAY WE BE OPEN AND WATCHFUL TO YOUR PRESENCE IN OUR MIDST;
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, YOUR DREAM MADE FLESH. AMEN.  

Song of Praise: Now Thank We All Our God     CP 399

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this earth rejoices;
Who, from our mother's arms, hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

O may our bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,
And nourish us with grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God eternal now be given,
To Spirit and to Word, who reign in highest heaven:
Our ever faithful God, whom heaven and earth adore;
For this it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Katherine and Tyson Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:6

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and right, do not be
amazed at the matter; for the high official is watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over
them. But all things considered, this is an advantage for a land: a king for a ploughed field.

The lover of money will not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of wealth, with gain. This also is
vanity. When goods increase, those who eat them increase; and what gain has their owner but to see
them with his eyes?

Sweet is the sleep of labourers, whether they eat little or much; but the surfeit of the rich will not let
them sleep. There is a grievous ill that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owners to
their hurt, and those riches were lost in a bad venture; though they are parents of children, they have
nothing in their hands. As they came from their mother’s womb, so they shall go again, naked as they
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came; they shall take nothing for their toil, which they may carry away with their hands. This also is a
grievous ill: just as they came, so shall they go; and what gain do they have from toiling for the wind?
Besides, all their days they eat in darkness, in much vexation and sickness and resentment.

This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with
which one toils under the sun the few days of the life God gives us; for this is our lot. Likewise all to
whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot
and find enjoyment in their toil—this is the gift of God. For they will scarcely brood over the days of
their lives, because God keeps them occupied with the joy of their hearts.

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy upon humankind: those to whom
God gives wealth, possessions, and honour, so that they lack nothing of all that they desire, yet God
does not enable them to enjoy these things, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous
ill. A man may beget a hundred children, and live for many years; but however many are the days of
his years, if he does not enjoy life’s good things, or has no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better
off than he. For it comes into vanity and goes into darkness, and in darkness its name is covered;
moreover, it has not seen the sun or known anything; yet it finds rest rather than he. Even though he
should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to one place?

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: THANKS BE TO GOD!

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24     Katherine and Tyson   

1  Lord, you have searched me out and known me.

2  YOU KNOW MY SITTING DOWN AND MY RISING UP; YOU DISCERN MY THOUGHTS FROM AFAR.

3  You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways.

4  INDEED, THERE IS NOT A WORD ON MY LIPS, BUT YOU, O LORD, KNOW IT ALTOGETHER.

5  You press upon me behind and before and lay your hand upon me.

6  SUCH KNOWLEDGE IS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME; IT IS SO HIGH THAT I CANNOT ATTAIN TO IT.

7  Where can I go then from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?

8  IF I CLIMB UP TO HEAVEN, YOU ARE THERE; IF I MAKE THE GRAVE MY BED, YOU ARE THERE ALSO.

9  If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10  EVEN THERE YOUR HAND WILL LEAD ME AND YOUR MIGHTY HAND HOLD ME FAST.

11  If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night.”

12  DARKNESS IS NOT DARK TO YOU; THE NIGHT IS AS BRIGHT AS THE DAY; DARKNESS AND LIGHT TO YOU

ARE BOTH ALIKE.

23  Search me out, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my restless thoughts.

24  LOOK WELL WHETHER THERE BE ANY WICKEDNESS IN ME AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY THAT IS

EVERLASTING.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS NOW

AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.
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Children’s Talk Trish Martin

Gradual: Alleluia No. 1   CP 405

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord,
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His name.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation.   Refrain.

Spread the good news o'er all the earth.
Jesus has died and has risen.   Refrain.

Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne Matthew 6:19-21, 24

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Gradual: Alleluia No. 1     CP 405

We have been crucified with Christ.
Now we shall live forever.   Refrain.

Come, let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord,
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His name.

Devotional Richard Martin
(pause for reflections)

Affirmation of Faith - Common Worship England

Let us declare our faith in God.

WE BELIEVE IN GOD THE CREATOR, FROM WHOM EVERY FAMILY IN HEAVEN 

AND ON EARTH HAS ITS BEING.

WE BELIEVE IN GOD THE WORD INCARNATE, WHO LIVES IN OUR HEARTS THROUGH FAITH,
AND FILLS US WITH HIS LOVE.
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WE BELIEVE IN GOD THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND WISDOM, WHO STRENGTHENS US

WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH.

WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT,
NOW AND UNTIL THE AGES OF AGES.  AMEN.

Prayers of the People  Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne

Let us pray to the Lord, who knows all the secrets of our hearts, saying,“LET YOUR LOVING KINDNESS

BE UPON US, O LORD.”

Lord God, Give grace to the Church to be steadfast in faith, firm in your word, zealous and committed
to your work. Keep your people strong when there is doubt and fear. We pray for our diocese of New
Westminster, our Archbishop Melissa and for our parishes of St. Thomas and St. Matthew, our clergy
and people. “LET YOUR LOVING KINDNESS BE UPON US, O LORD.”

Lord God, break through the greed and complacency that are damaging the lives of many. Where
there is strife for material possessions, bring generosity and concern for the needs of others. “LET

YOUR LOVING KINDNESS BE UPON US, O LORD.”

Lord God, have mercy on those in authority around the world whose countries are struggling to
contain this virus. Give them the insight to work together with the scientists and professionals to
combat this disease that is affecting so many lives. “LET YOUR LOVING KINDNESS BE UPON US, O
LORD.”

Lord God, fill us with praise for the wondrous gifts that you have give to us, our families and our
friends. Give us grace to use them in your service for the good of others.

Lord God, visit and relieve all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. We remember Lily, Monica, Laura,
Denise, Shelly and J.D. and any others who are on our hearts at this time. “LET YOUR LOVING

KINDNESS BE UPON US, O LORD.”

Lord God, we give thanks for the peace of the departed, whose suffering is over and who rest in your
care. We remember Henry and Stella Izatt and for those who loved them. Grant them a place in the
glory of heaven. “LET YOUR LOVING KINDNESS BE UPON US, O LORD.”

Lord God, we ask that our prayers may be pure and acceptable in the sight of God.  AMEN.

Confession

Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we have
caused, the love we have not shown.   Silence for reflection is kept.

MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, FORGIVE US OUR SINS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST EACH OTHER.
STRENGTHEN US TO OVERCOME OUR WEAKNESSES, THAT WE MAY LIVE IN LOVE 

AS YOU WOULD HAVE US LIVE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR.  AMEN.

Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth this day in peace and joy, serving
you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. AMEN.
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Offering Our Gifts to God

GRANT US, GOD, THE GRACE OF GIVING WITH A SPIRIT LARGE AND FREE. THAT OUR SELVES AND ALL OUR

LIVING, WE MAY OFFER FAITHFULLY.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS

WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

The Blessing

Lord, surround us with your presence, inspire us with your purpose, and confirm us with your love this
day and always. AMEN.

Sending: Will You Come and Follow Me   CP 430

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

The Dismissal 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD!  ALLELUIA!!
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"Please don't forget to check your email and/or the website for the Midweek Update put out
by Fr. Allen and others on Wednesday of each week.  

Please feel free to connect with him at any time during the week."

Tuesday Evenings:  Virtual Bible Study/Discussion

Join us for a weekly communal bible study/discussion
group, together with St. Matthew's Anglican Church in
Abbotsford.  Paul Thiessen will help us to reflect on the
next Sunday’s lectionary texts.
The recommendation is that all participants read the
assigned texts before the group meets, and ask yourself
three questions:
1.)  Is there something in any or all of these texts that
troubles me?
2.)  Is there something in these texts that encourages me?
3.)  Is there something in these texts that confuses me or
that I don’t understand?
Then reflect on how the texts may or may not apply to our
lives today.

We will begin each session with a short prayer.  Then we will actually read the assigned texts, and
after Paul gives a brief introduction to the texts, he will invite people to begin to reflect on the texts,
beginning with the proposed three questions.

Next Week’s Readings - July 26th:
Pentecost 8A (Proper 17): Ecclesiastes 7:1-12; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Matthew 5:3-12

Click here to register:  https://tinyurl.com/SMSTBibleStudy

(NOTE:  You only need to register once to attend all of the services.)

You can also participate in the discussion by phone:
     1. Call +1-778-907-2071
     2. When asked for the Meeting ID, enter 970 3194 5289
     3. When asked for the password, enter 240191

Wednesday Evenings:  Virtual Coffee & Compline

Join us at 8:30pm with a cup of tea or coffee to visit, and end the evening
with the ancient office of Compline.  Compline is a quiet, meditative
service of prayers and music, meant as preparation for sleep and a
peaceful night. We are exploring Compline services from various times
and places around the world:  This week, our service comes from the
Church of Ireland, and features contemporary Christian music from the
New Irish Hymnwriters. We are excited to be working together with St.

https://tinyurl.com/SMSTBibleStudy
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Matthew's Anglican Church in Abbotsford to host this service.

Click here to register:  https://tinyurl.com/wedcompline

(NOTE:  You only need to register once to attend all of the services.)

You can also listen to the Compline service by phone:
1. Call +1-778-907-2071
2. When asked for the Meeting ID, enter 970 2480 4141
3. When asked for the password, enter 672334

Starting on Thursday Evenings, July 16:  Transforming Questions

The pandemic has stirred up basic questions about life, faith, purpose, and
God. In 11 sessions, we will seek to move deeper by engaging in some of
faith’s most basic questions. Let's gather for prayer, hear a presentation,
and then join in small-group discussion. Through listening and sharing, we
will wrestle with these foundational questions in each other's company. As
we do so, we will learn more about ourselves, one another, and the Jesus
we are seeking.

Dates: Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. from July 16 - September 24. 
Session length: 60-75 minutes
Place: Zoom
Who is it for: Adults (16+) preparing for baptism, confirmation, reception
into the Anglican Church, or reaffirmation of baptismal vows; those exploring
faith for the 1st or the 50th time.
Attendance: Sessions are related to and build upon one another, so this is
not a drop-in course. Please register in advance as you are encouraged to
attend all of the sessions. You can request to be in a small group with
someone you know.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/transformingquestions
For more information, see https://tinyurl.com/transformingQs

https://tinyurl.com/wedcompline
https://tinyurl.com/transformingquestions
https://tinyurl.com/transformingQs

