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The scripture lessons for today are all about good news. The good news about the Good News is that there’s 
plenty to go around, and there’s more where that came from. Today we get to hear about these good things in a 
few different ways. There’s a dream sequence, a poem, a letter to a friend, and an allegorical story. The bottom 
line for all of these good things - the key (if you will) to receiving all this good news, is patience. Patience isn’t 
just waiting around for things to happen. It’s an important tool for revealing the Good News. 
 
In Genesis, we hear one of the most beautiful stories in the ancient texts. I love dreams. Dreams give us a way 
to see a situation from a higher altitude. There’s very little to do in a dream other than to watch the story play 
out. There’s no judgement, or need to effect change. In dreams, things are presented without having to be 
controlled. Jacob’s story is about a dream of things to come. 
 
Jacob is about to take the next step in God’s promise to Abraham of being the father to a multitude of offspring. 
In Genesis 22, God said to Abraham, “I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.” Jacob stops for a rest on his journey today and is shown what 
God’s grace will do for him. God stands beside Jacob in this dream and says, “All the families of the earth shall 
be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go. I will not 
leave you.” 
 
“Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go. I will not leave you.” Can you imagine God coming 
up alongside you and saying that to you? Maybe God already has. Maybe it was in a dream, or maybe in your 
waking hours. This promise of being present with us is the gift of confidence for the children of God to endure 
waiting for dreams to come true. God journeying beside us - not some distant figure on the horizon who can see 
something we can’t - but journeying beside us, is the God who reveals the good news to us while we’re waiting, 
and teaches us how to perceive it when it comes. 
 
What will become of Jacob’s dream of offspring as vast as the dust of the earth, and spread abroad to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the south? Well, be patient children of God. We’ll learn more about how 
Jacob’s dream plays out next week. 
 
Our Psalmist today has more good news to share with us. While Genesis primed our imaginations to perceive 
God’s good news by the dreamy example of Jacob, the Psalmist brings our imaginations back to our own 
personal experiences. Did the Psalmist know all the innumerable ways human beings might find God alongside 
us on our personal life journeys? Probably not, but we get enough sense of it with a few broad brush strokes that 
we can easily apply our own particular situations to it, and still come out with the same good news. 
 
Where can I go then from your Spirit? where can I flee from your presence? 
If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.  
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
If I must shun the nearness of my loved ones for fear of a pandemic,and  isolate in my home from all my friends, 
and even there your hand will lead me and your right hand hold me fast.  
 
The joy of the Psalms is their applicability - across the centuries - to the breadth of human experience. The 
Psalms encompass all the feelings. Yes, anger and frustration and impatience are in there, but it begins and 
ends with the grace and joy and peace of God. Whatever circumstances may befall us, we rest in the promise 
of God’s presence with us always, and the hope of what good news is to come. God is most easily and beautifully 
perceived in the patient times of our life’s journeys. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans today is nothing but good news and joyful hope for a fast approaching future filled 
with the glory of God and God’s own children. Call it imprisonment or pandemic isolation, the result is the same 
- Paul and we are separated from the people we long to be with. It may seem like forever since we could go 
about our normal lives. And it may seem like forever before we get a vaccine so we can go back to the way we 
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used to be. This is a hard time to be living in, and one wherein it would be easy to give up. Paul has something 
to say about that. 
 
Paul writes, “You did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear.” We’ve received the Holy Spirit that bears 
witness to us as children of God, and thus heirs of God’s creation. Then, as now creation waits expectantly to 
be set free. We are part of that imminent release from captivity. The time will come when the glory of God will 
be revealed, and we can restore the household of God. In the meantime, like Paul and Jacob, we wait and dream 
of things to come. In this time of patience, we prepare ourselves for that big reveal. 
 
The beauty and scope of God’s vast creation is described by Jesus in a hopeful parable. “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field.” While God may have described to Jacob a 
multitude of family, they exist on an even more vast landscape of God’s kingdom on earth.  
 
The seeds have been sown, according to Jesus. Everything has been put in place, and the expected growth is 
happening even now. While moving along our life’s journey, with God by our side, we get to look around at our 
environment and see the sights. What are we moving through? Like the householder in the parable, we wait - 
patiently - and watch, and observe, and discern, and plan, and do all these things carefully. We go carefully 
because so much depends on our actions in the time of waiting. Very good things will come from the field, 
especially if we’re careful about how we manage the growth and harvest. 
 
From this we get the prayer, “God grant me patience, and give it to me now!” because nobody likes to wait. 
Jacob didn’t like it in Genesis. In the psalms we read, “How long, O Lord, how long?” In fact “how long, O Lord” 
is a phrase we bump into quite a lot in the scripture accounts. Waiting is the human experience, and impatience 
is in our nature. Like the farmhands in the Gospel, the impulse to get in there and fix everything right away is 
strong. Patience is hard when we want our dreams to come true right now. 
 
No one ever said waiting would be an enjoyable experience. Promises of quick fixes to all that burden us rarely 
does anything more than defer the problem to another time, or compound the issue. Certainly we’ve seen how 
impatience with getting back to normal in the pandemic has caused more harm than good. I’d like to invite you 
to consider patience and waiting as tools for building the kingdom of heaven.  
 
The householder in the Gospel parable had a vision of what the harvest would look like. His direction to the 
farmhands was a way to help them see his dream too. In the same way, we may be tempted to want to rush to 
get the bad pandemic stuff cleared out, but in the process, we may do more damage than good. What would it 
be like to use this time of patience and waiting to enter into God’s vision for us? 
 
Jesus gives us lots and lots of examples of what the kingdom of heaven is like. What do you think it looks like 
here in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows? When you enter the dream of God for St. John the Divine, what do you 
see? Do you see angels coming and going? Do you see a beautiful harvest of good things? 
 
For now, consider what we might do to prepare for the dream to come true. What do we need to have in place 
for the dream to become reality? It may be burdensome to wait and be patient while the pandemic passes over 
us, but consider this time to be a gift. When we awaken on the other side of this, will we like Jacob declare, "How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Will we declare 
as the Psalmist, “God’s hand will lead me and hold me fast.” Will we acquire the wisdom of Paul and say, “we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience,” so that we can live into the abundance of God’s 
beautiful fields of creation? 
 
There is good news all around us. May we be blessed with the patience to dream with God on our journey 
together. 


