TAKING SALVATION SERIOUSLY
1 Peter 1: 10-12

1 Peter 1:10-12 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.

Peter, because of his circumstances was particularly concerned that his attention should be focused on lasting values, and he wanted to ensure that other believers would take their salvation seriously.  This is a prime need today.

I. The curse of casualness

A. The casualness of disbelief

B. The casualness of disinterest

C. The casualness of disdain

II. The strength of seriousness

A. Seriousness and a sense of privilege

i. The intensity of the prophets’ search [v. 10]

ii. The eagerness of the angel’s interest [1 Peter 1:12] 

iii. The flow of the missionary endeavour [v. 12]


B. Seriousness and a sense of authenticity

i. Spirit inspired prophecy
1. Peter’s understanding of inspiration [2 Peter 1: 19-21 
2. Peter’s use of prophecy [Acts 1:20; 2: 14-21, 25-28, 34-35]  
 


ii. Spirit inspired preaching
1. Spirit inspired Scripture [2 Tim 3:16] 
2. Spirit inspired speakers [Acts 1:8] 
3. Spirit inspired response [10:44] 

C. Seriousness and a sense of wonder

i. The wonder of divine grace [1 Peter 1:11] 
ii. The wonder of Christ’s sufferings [v. 11]
1. Clearly predicted [Mark 14:27] 
2. Personally witnessed [v. 33] 
iii. The wonder of promised glories [1 Peter 1:11] 
1. The glorious resurrection [Acts 2:27] 
2. The glorious ascension [1: 9-11] 
3. The glorious kingdom [4:11] 

D. Seriousness and a sense of timing

i. Previous eras pointed to our era [1 Peter 1:12] 12 
ii. Present circumstances point to serious situations

III. Calculated carefulness

A. Carefulness about your own spiritual position

B. Carefulness about your own spiritual condition

C. Carefulness about your own spiritual expression
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