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Sermon for the Octave Day of Easter (Easter 1)
I John 5:4-12    Ps. 118:22-25   John 20:19-23

 Let’s start with a question. We already know the answer.
Eternal life in Christ: do we earn it, or is it a gift?

 Here is the answer to our question, in a nutshell, from Romans 6:23, “The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

 The other day I gave a gift to someone. It was a pretty simple gift, a pound of butter. I bought unsalted butter by mistake. I knew this person likes to bake, so I gave it as a gift. 
 But then I was given some baking in return. I never turn down baking. And these were cinnamon buns! How could I say No? But I hadn’t given the gift as a trade.
 A gift, by definition, is a free gift, not a trade or a payment. Eternal life in Christ Jesus is a free gift.

 Do we have to give something back to God in return? Is there a trade or a payment to be made? But if we pay for it, it’s not a gift, is it?
 Children get this whole thing better than we do. What happens if you offer a child an ice cream cone? Do they dig in their pocket for money? Or do they just take it and go enjoy it? We might even find it a little weird if a four year old insisted on paying us for an ice cream cone we just gave them.
 Imagine if on Christmas morning, the gifts were being passed out to the children, and for each gift, Mom or Dad said, “Now pay me for that.” That’s ridiculous, right?
 Salvation is a gift. You can’t pay for it. The cost of our salvation has already been paid, on the cross, by Christ. We can accept this free gift, or turn it down. But one thing we can not do is earn it or pay for it.

 Jesus says in John chapter 6, “Do not labour for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you.” 
 The crowd asked Jesus, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”
 Jesus’ answer is simple: “This is the work of God that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
 In other words, Jesus is saying, “Just believe in me.” 
 Salvation is free. Here’s an idea that might help: every Bible should have stamped on the cover, in big gold letters, “FREE GIFT INSIDE!”
 Our lesson from First John says, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.”

 If we believe in Jesus Christ, as the Son of God who died for us and rose from the dead, we are given the free gift of eternal life. Seems almost too simple, doesn’t it?
 Do we ever have trouble with the concept of salvation being free?
 Maybe paying for it isn’t the issue.

 Maybe we don’t think we deserve such a wonderful gift. 
 Well, here is good news. We don’t deserve this free gift of salvation. Who does?
 Who could possibly deserve what Christ has done for us on the cross?
 How could any one deserve the Holy Sprit that is given to us?

 Who is so good that they deserve eternal life? 

 Let’s put it this way, since we are talking about undeserved mercy and grace.
 Justice is when we GET what we deserve.

 Mercy is when we DON’T get what we deserve.

 Grace is when we get BETTER than we deserve.

 That’s worth repeating. Here goes:

 Justice is when we GET what we deserve.

 Mercy is when we DON’T get what we deserve.

 Grace is when we get BETTER than we deserve.

 Grace is the ice cream cone we are given despite our dirty faces and misbehaviour. Like any child, we take it and enjoy it. Children don’t pay their parents for ice cream cones or Christmas presents, do they? 
 The Bible says believe and be saved. The free gift of eternal life is yours for the asking.
 Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

 Our lesson today from the First Letter of John, chapter 5, puts it even more simply, “Whoever has the Son has life.”

 In today’s gospel, on the day Jesus rose from the dead, he came into the middle of a room with locked doors, full of scared and grieving people.
 They were in bad shape. They had seen him die on the cross. Most of them had run away in fear on Good Friday.  They were still scared that they might get arrested like Jesus was. All of them were in shock. 
 Now, suddenly, here was Jesus, in the room, 

 He said, “Peace be with you.”

 And he showed them his hands and his side. 

 The risen Lord Jesus was giving them the gift of himself. He gave them the gift of new life and a new hope. He gave them the gift of renewed fellowship with himself. 

 None of them expected this. Certainly they had done nothing to deserve this.

 He then said again, “Peace be with you. As my Father has sent me, so I send you.” And he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

 The risen Lord gives us all this to us, because he loves us. 

 Whoever has the Son has life. Believe in Jesus Christ, and you get a free gift: salvation. 
