
Hope for Revival     July 12, 20 

Isaiah 1: 1-20 

Somebody defined revival as God’s manifest presence filling the lives of believers to 
the point it impacts the world around them! 

The church has lost her way and without Revival we will end up just like Judea and 
Jerusalem when Isaiah begins to preach!  Today we are staring down the barrel of 
judgment from God! 

But is there no hope?  Yes there is hope!  God is the God of hope and new 
beginnings!  But hope only can be found as we seek the God of hope on His terms! 

Read 

1. The Need for Revival.  Judea fell into mechanical religion.  The power and 

manifest presence of God had departed and they were satisfied with cold dead 

religion. 

a. Ritual without Righteousness.  V. 12 to trample My Courts means that they 

were religious.  They were there making sure all the rituals were done 

correctly.  They met all the requirements of commanded festivals and 

Sabbaths.  They had just lost the meaning.  The ritual became a form of 

superstition or a way to appease God without having to be in relationship with 

Him.  Righteousness requires faithfulness in a relationship.  Ritual is 

worthless outside of our relationship with God! 

b. Sacrifice without Sanctification.  V. 13 God calls their sacrifices worthless 

and an abomination to Him.  Why?  The sacrifices were not the first or best, 

but were out of the leftovers.  Their view of God did not require real sacrifice, 

just the appearance of sacrifice. 

c. Hope without Holiness.  V. 13 also declare that the solemn assemblies were 

hypocrisies! There was nothing sacred or holy about the assemblies, it was 

just movement with no meaning. 

d. Prayer without Power. v. 15 God says they would pray but He would not 

hear, because their hands were full of blood.  Meaning they had sinned with 

no repentance.  We can pray all day but if we have iniquity in our hearts God 

will not hear.  What He is listening for is that pray of repentance! 

2. The Way of Revival.  See verse 16.  3 things to repent. 

a. Repent.  Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean!  Not in generalities but in 

specifics.  Agree with God about right and wrong! 

b. Seek forgiveness.  Put away evil doings before His eyes. God is omniscient!  

He knows everything you do or don’t do!  He sees our sin and it wounds Him 

because it breaks our fellowship with Him! 



c. Change!  Cease to do evil. What?  Thinking – beliefs – behavior – attitudes – 

motives and the list goes on.  For believers to see the glory of God we must, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit the Father has sent, we must be holy!  That 

does not mean prefect just moldable into the likeness of Jesus over time! 

3 things that give a new direction. 

a. Learn to do good.   Growth is required!  Become useful in the kingdom of 

God.  Be a fit vessel worthy of good works.   

b. Stand up for the powerless.  Fight for justice.  James talks about pure religion 

that is serving the orphan and helpless. 

c. Be faithful to those in need.  Who? The fatherless, the widow, the helpless. 

3.  God’s call to Revival. 

Come now, let us reason together.  To reason is to consider deeply, to understand 

completely all the consequences of an action.  Sin = Death.  Repentance = life! 

Choose life. 

The requirements of life are willingness and obedience. V. 19.  Resulting in a 

change of life:  from death to life – darkness to light – sinner to Saint 

Jesus takes our trash and makes it into His treasure! 

4. His Warning Against Rebellion.  V. 20.  But if you refuse!  What an awful 

thought. 

Refusing God’s gift of life is accepting His judgment! 

 

Conclusion:  God seeks reconciliation with us so we can know Him in the fullness 

of who He is!  1 Peter 4:17 states, “For the time has come for judgment to begin 

at the house of God:” Why?  Because God want us to know His glory.  He wants 

us to experience the reality of truth revealed in the person of Jesus and He wants 

us to walk in the hope of His future and eternity!  It requires willingness to have 

our cold heart changed into a living heart that is on fire with the glory of God 

beating in every beat.   

Discussion: 

1. Where do you see the church in relation to being the church that honors God? 

2. Where do you see your relationship with God? On fire? Trying? In the 

wilderness? 

3. If revival is having the presence of God filling our lives to the point it impacts 

those around us, who has been impacted by your life in the last week? 

4. Are you willing to go and grow as Jesus leads?  If the answer is yes, what do you 

need to change to be more impact-full? 

 


