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“Together in Christ  
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July 26, 2020                                                                                                                Pentecost 8 
 

Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches. 

Piano prelude: “Joyful-Lani Smith” 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate us from the love of 
God. 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 612 “Healer of Our Every Ill”  
                               (Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc) 
                               Sung by Linda & Bill Van Sickle, & Mary Wills 

 
Refrain: 
Healer of our every ill, 
light of each tomorrow, 
give us peace beyond our fear, 
and hope beyond our sorrow. 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
grace us with your peace and gladness; 
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. [Refrain] 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 
how your grace is still unfolding, 
give us all your vision, God of love. [Refrain] 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 
every sister, every brother; 
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. [Refrain] 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 
teach us all your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. [Refrain] 

Greeting: 
Come and worship God with your whole heart.  
We come as mustard seeds of faith.  
Come and worship God with your whole being.  
We come as leaven for the world.  



Come and worship God with your whole mind.  
We come as treasures and pearls of great price,  
enriching the world with our witness.  
Come and worship God with your whole lives. 
 
Act of Praise:  Poem: “Messenger” – Mary Oliver from “Thirst: Poems” 
 
Antiphon: You are God’s temple and God’s Spirit dwells in you. 
 
My work is loving the world. 
Here the sunflowers, there the hummingbird— 
     equal seekers of sweetness. 
Here the quickening yeast; there the blue plums. 
Here the clam deep in the speckled sand.  
 
Are my boots old? Is my coat torn? 
Am I no longer young, and still half-perfect? Let me 
     keep my mind on what matters, 
which is my work,  
 
which is mostly standing still and learning to be 
     astonished. 
The phoebe, the delphinium. 
The sheep in the pasture, and the pasture. 
Which is mostly rejoicing, since all the ingredients are here,  
 
which is gratitude, to be given a mind and a heart 
     and these body-clothes, 
a mouth with which to give shouts of joy 
     to the moth and the wren, to the sleepy dug-up clam, 
telling them all, over and over, how it is 
     that we live forever. 
 
Antiphon: you are God’s temple and God’s Spirit dwells in you. 
 
Collect of the Day: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 
Son you bring us into your Kingdom of justice and mercy.  By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, 
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 

Chat @ the Chancel:  

Song: “River Running in You and Me”  
             (Ian MacDonald & Gordon Light; © 2003 Common Cup Company) 
 
River running in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Dancing down to the holy seas, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River laughed on my birthing day, 
wind and water joined in play. 
Soaked my soul in a shining spray 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River singing in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Catch us up in your melody, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
Psalm: 105:1-11, 45c (BAS Pg.  896)                                                                              Kathy Middleton 
 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name;  
make known his deeds among the peoples.  
 
Sing to him, sing praises to him,  
and speak of all his marvelous works.  
 
Glory in his holy name;  
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 
Search for the Lord and his strength;  
continually seek his face.  
 
Remember the marvels he has done,  
his wonders and the judgements of his mouth,  
 
O offspring of Abraham his servant,  
O children of Jacob his chosen.  
 
 



He is the Lord our God;  
his judgements prevail in all the world.  
 
He has always been mindful of his covenant,  
the promise he made for a thousand generations:  
 
The covenant he made with Abraham,  
the oath that he swore to Isaac,  
 
Which he established as a statute for Jacob,  
an everlasting covenant for Israel,  
 
Saying, ”To you will I give the land of Canaan  
to be your allotted inheritance.”  
Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39                                                                                            Mary Wills 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.  

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 
whom he justified he also glorified.  

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
 



For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day:  VU 716 “My Life Flows On”  
                                  (Public Domain) 
                                  Sung by Kathy Middleton 
 
My life flows on in endless song, 
Above earth´s lamentation. 
I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear the music ringing: 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
What though my joys and comforts die?  
My Saviour still is living. 
What though the shadows gather round?  
A new song Christ is giving. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm,  
While to that rock I’m clinging: 
Since love commands both heaven and earth,  
How can I keep from singing? 
 
I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; 
I see the blue above it; 
And day by day this pathway smooths, 
Since I first learned to love it. 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
A fountain ever springing: 
All things are mine since I am Christ’s 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 13:31-33,44-52                                                                Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it 
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches.’  

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’  

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.  

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom, we pray for all Christian people; for Bishop N, for all 
Christian leaders, and for those who teach and guard the faith.  May the word of Christ dwell 
richly in our hearts, and knit us together in the bond of your love.  Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, and for those in authority under them.  Give them the 
gift of your wisdom, and a right discernment in all things. Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for our … (city/town/village/community); for those who live and work here, and for 
those who visit this place. Speak your word of peace in our midst, and help us to serve one 
another as Christ has served us.  Hear us.  
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for those who do not believe, and yet who long to know you, the very Word of life. 
Open their ears to hear your voice, and open their hearts to the knowledge of your love in 
Christ. Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for those bowed down with grief, fear or sickness, especially … 
May your living Word bring comfort and healing to all those in need.  Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We give thanks for all those who have died in the faith of Christ and we rejoice with [N and] all 
your saints, trusting in the promise of your word fulfilled.  Lord of life, 
hear us, good Lord. 
 
Gracious God, make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: 
It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our hope for God’s mercy. It is in 
admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step toward wholeness and healing. So let 
us pray our confession together: 
 
Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 



And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn: “Pass it On” 
                                           (Kurt Kaiser; Budjohn Songs) 
                                            Sung by Cat Mason, Kathy Middleton, & Dayle Robertson 
 
It only takes a spark  
To get a fire going,  
And soon all those around  
Can warm up in its glowing:  
That's how it is with God's love,  
Once you've experienced it:  
You spread God’s love to everyone,  
You want to pass it on.  
 
 
 



What a wondrous time is spring  
When all the trees are budding,  
The birds begin to sing,  
The flowers start their blooming;  
That's how it is with God's love,  
Once you've experienced it:  
You want to sing, it's fresh like spring,  
You want to pass it on.  
 
I wish for you my friend,  
This happiness that I've found  
On God You can depend,  
It matters not where you're bound;  
I'll shout it from the mountain top;  
I want my world to know:  
The Lord of love has come to me,  
I want to pass it on.  
 
Commissioning: 
With a song of praise on our lips,  
we go forth with God.  
With the love of God in our hearts,  
we go forth with God. 
With a commitment to usher in God’s kingdom,  
we go forth with God.  
With all that we are and all we can be,  
we go forth with God. 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 
Pray for the team responsible for preparing the Lambeth Conference, which was due to be 

taking place now – please pray for them as they consider the implications of its postponement in 
light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 
For Ss. Christopher & Aidan, Lake Cowichan, & Diocese of New Westminster. 

 In the Selkirk Region for Holy Trinity, Sooke. 
  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann, Joan, Maureen, 

Melissa.   
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  

 


