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Take a deep breath.  
And again.  

 
The Gathering of the Community  

 
Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all 

All:  And also with you.       
Leader  Let us pray. 
All  We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s  

   Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. 

    Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, 

    and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Leader  Dear friends in Christ,  
    as we turn our hearts and minds  
    to worship almighty God, 
    let us confess our sins. 

All  Most merciful God, 

    we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

    and by what we have left undone. 

    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

    we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

    For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

    have mercy on us and forgive us, 

    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

    to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Leader  Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

    that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

    and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

   

Leader  May the Peace of God be with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 

Act of Praise:   Come, O God of all the Earth     CP #589 
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The Collect of the Day     Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009) alt. 
 

Scandalous God, you sow weeds among the crop, raise bread with 
impure yeast, offer treasure without price and cast a net that catches 
good and bad: throw down our idols of purity and possession, so that you 
might reveal in us your wide-branching love; through Jesus Christ, the 
stumbling block. Amen.  

 

 
 



The Proclamation of the Word 
 First Reading: Genesis 29:15-28  

 
Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me 
for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?" Now Laban had two daughters; 
the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah's 
eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he 
said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel." Laban said, 
"It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; 
stay with me." So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him 
but a few days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give 
me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed." So Laban gathered 
together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took 
his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave 
his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was 
Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve 
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" Laban said, "This is not 
done in our country - giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week 
of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another 
seven years." Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his 
daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 

Psalm 128         BAS p.886 

Happy are they all who fear the Lord,      
 and who follow in his ways! 

You shall eat the fruit of your labour;      
 happiness and prosperity shall be yours. 

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house,    
 your children like olive shoots round about your table. 

The man who fears the Lord        
 shall thus indeed be blessed. 

The Lord bless you from Zion,       
 and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

May you live to see your children's children;     
 may peace be upon Israel. 

 



Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39  

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we 
to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we 
are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
 

Acclamation: Alleluia          

sung through 4 times 
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Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest 
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches." He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 
all of it was leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." And he 
said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old." 
 

Sermon  

The Apostle’s Creed  

 

Leader  Let us confess our faith as we say,  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.                   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead.                   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Let us ready ourselves to bring our prayers before Almighty God.  
 
 
Please respond to “If God is for us,” with “then who can be against us.” 

 
 

O Generous God, we give you thanks for your abundant grace, for every good 
gift in our lives.  

 
Give us eyes to see the blessings all around us, and hearts tuned for gratitude.  

 
If God is for us,  

Then who can be against us.  
 

O Holy Trinity, you call us into community with you and with one another, we 
pray for your Church in every time and place.  

 
We pray for our Primate, Linda, the Archbishop of the Self-Determining 
Indigenous Anglican Church, Mark, and the bishop of our partner diocese, the 
Episcopal diocese of the Northern Philippines, Brent, and all to whom they 
minister. In our diocese, we pray for our Archbishop, Melissa, the work of the 
Diocesan Refugee Unit, the 127 Society for Housing, and all those working, 
preparing and discerning for the episcopal election this fall. We also pray for the 
pastors and people of the Squamish churches.  

 
Finally, we pray for St. John’s. We ask that you may challenge, empower and 
equip us to reach out with the love to our community, in the name of Christ; 
help us to be the Church in this place where you have called us.  

 



  If God is for us,  
Then who can be against us.  

 
O Spirit, who helps us in our weakness, we pray for all those who have 
been affected by COVID-19, for those who are sick, those who have lost 
their jobs, those who are scared and anxious, and those who are 
suffering for reasons we can’t imagine. 

 
Intercede on their behalf, with sighs too deep for words. Comfort, heal, 
encourage and strengthen us all, and move our hearts with compassion 
for those in need.   

 
If God is for us,  

Then who can be against us.  
 

O wandering Jesus, who welcomes all, we pray for those who are 
travelling, especially those who are coming to visit the Sea to Sky.  

 
Bless them, and us by their presence. Help us to be hospitable and 
welcoming, as you are hospitable and welcoming. Grant to all of us the 
wisdom, empathy and self-control to keep each other safe.  

 
If God is for us,  

Then who can be against us.  
 

O Wounded healer, we pray for all those who are in need. We bring 
before you today all those who are known to us, especially Debbie, 
Muriel, Elizabeth, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, Tyler, the Howe Sound Women’s 
Centre, the residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon Falls and 
the patients of Squamish General Hospital.  
 
Pour your Spirit of courage, peace and truth upon them.  

 
If God is for us,  

Then who can be against us.  
 

O humble God, who has known death, we pray for all those who have 
died, and for those who mourn, praying especially today for Linda.  

 
Give your peace to the living as well as to the dead, and may your light 
perpetual shine upon all your children.  

 
If God is for us,  

Then who can be against us.  



 
We offer all our prayers to you, O loving God, our Rock and our Redeemer. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: God Sends Us the Spirit     CP #651 

 

 

 

We invite you to make a gift to support the ministry of St. John the Divine.  St. John’s 

accepts e-transfers, online donations through the website and mailed cheques. To learn 

more, go to 

squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donatetostjohn-the-divine-squamish 

 

https://www.squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donate-to-st-john-the-divine-squamish
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Leader   Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
All   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against   
us. 

   Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 
Leader   Glory to God  
All   whose power, working in us, 



   can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
   Glory to God from generation to generation, 
   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Leader  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

St. John the Divine Prayers for  

 

The Church  

The Diocesan Refugee Unit - Shannon Muir (Chair) Shakuntala Soden (Diocesan 

Refugee Coordinator)  

127 Society for Housing – Joan Seidl (President)  

St. John the Divine, Squamish- The Reverend Cameron Gutjahr  

 

Immediate Prayer Requests  

 

Debbie Fryers, Muriel, Elizabeth, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, Tyler, The Howe Sound 

Women’s Centre, the residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon Falls 

and the patients of Squamish General Hospital. 

   

In this time of COVID-19, we pray for all who are sick, for all who are grieving, for 

health care professionals, researchers and emergency personnel. 

 
 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 
 
Summer Reflection 
 
Comet NEOWISE – A Vision of the Holy? 
 
I love celestial phenomena: eclipses of all types, full moons, meteors, even satellites passing 
over like clockwork, but comets are my favourites. I am not sure why, but more than the others, 
comets take me to those “thin places” described by Richard Rohr where we humans may come 
close to experiencing God. 
 
Astronomy seems to be a fairly precise science with phenomena explained by the laws of 
physics once links to them are understood, and when we develop the technology to see them. 
The NEOWISE comet currently near us is named with an acronym for the NASA space telescope 
that allowed us to “discover” it this past March. While fascinating that astronomy allows us to 
know its size, speed, orbit, and age, it is the beauty and mystery of watching a comet that 
draws me.  
 
Every clear night at 10:30 for a little longer I wait for the dark in eager anticipation. To the 
naked eye NEOWISE is a delicate trail in the northern sky hanging there, apparently static below 
the Big Dipper, visible to us locally since July 10. Yet the view through binoculars or telescope 
shows a white orb with glowing tail shooting away at incomprehensible speed. How can it hang 
in the sky so long – 3 weeks for this one, 18 months for Hale-Bopp – when seeing its flight 
makes it easy to believe that it won’t be back for thousands of years? 
 
This apparent dichotomy may be explained by theories and calculations from celestial 
observations. Yet it is the ephemeral nature such visions, along with their beauty and 
complexity, that moves me. I am awed by the mystery, filled with love and gratitude at being 
located by Grace to see it, if only dimly for a short time. 
 
And for this I give prayers of thanks to God! 
 
Pam Tattersfield 
  
 
 


