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July 26, 2020 
Eighth Sunday of Pentecost  

Joint Worship to be the church together.                                                                                                        

Voices from all congregations – Hope, Augustana, First Lutheran 
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on: 

www.hopeff.org       www.augustanalutheran.org      

www.firstlutheranchurchff.org    

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

O come, let us sing to our God and make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
We lift our hearts and voices in joy and thanksgiving for being in the presence of our beloved 
God. 
Come, let us worship this amazing God, for we belong to God. 
We will listen for God’s word and live in the hope it inspires. 

 
GATHERING HYMN                              “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”           ELW #742 vs. 1 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In Jesus Christ, God came among us to save us from sin and death.  In walking to the cross, 
Christ freed us from bondage of guilt and judgment.  We come before God now, seeking grace 
freely given. Grant us your grace, O God, and free us. 
When we hear and obey the voice of the world rather than turning to you for guidance, Grant 
us your grace, O God, and free us. 

http://www.hopeff.org/
http://www.augustanalutheran.org/
http://www.firstlutheranchurchff.org/


2 

 

 

When we critically judge others without wanting to look at ourselves, Grant us your grace, O 
God, and free us. 
When we fail to love any of your people out of prejudice and fear, Grant us your grace, O God, 
and free us. 
In the cross, we see God’s amazing love for us.  We are God’s children living in a confused 
world.  So in abundant grace, God answers our doubt, heals our pain, and forgives our failures 
in grace.  I announce therefore in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made new. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free in grace.  Thanks be to God forever 
more!  Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (spoken) 
Seeking peace in a broken world, but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, we 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, but also feeling God’s peace through healing, 
prayer, and those who help, we pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, but also feeling God’s 
peace through the words of loved ones and the hope we see in the world, we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, longing for our holy community to 
be gathering, but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us as we worship 
together distantly, we pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. We need you now, as we have needed you 
every day. We cannot live without you. Amen.         (written by Pastor Nissa Peterson) 

 

 
SONG OF PRAISE           “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I’m so glad You’re in my life 
I’m so glad You came to save us 
 
 
 
 

You came from heaven to earth  
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.  
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into 
your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure 
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN    “Jesus Loves Me”                                     (vs. 1)    ELW # 595 

Vs. 1 
Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE                    PASTOR ALI HAUGERUD                   

SCRIPTURE READING:  ROMANS 8:26-39 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                              “Sanctuary” (sing twice) 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for you. 

GOSPEL READING                MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON                                                                                                              PASTOR ALI HAUGERUD 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      “Here I Am, Lord”                                      ELW #574 vs. 1&3 
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THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING                                                                    Special Music by Luther Aadland 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Come Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed. Blessed be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.  
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COMMUNION 
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart 
and holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever 
you may be.  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, 
turning ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways.  
 
In an upper room of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. The body of Christ given for you. (all 
share in eating the bread) 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. The blood of Christ shed for you. (all share in drinking of the 
cup) 
 
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the 
Holy Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN               “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                               ELW #547 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.       
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INTERIM PASTOR AT AUGUSTANA – We would like to welcome Pastor David Strom as our 

interim pastor.  His first day with us was Wednesday, July 1st.  He will be working with us 
part time.  If you have any pastoral needs or concerns, please contact Angie and she will get 

his phone number to you.  WELCOME PASTOR DAVID!  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP—Sunday morning services can be heard at 9:30 am on 97.7 FM or 

viewed on YouTube by searching First Lutheran Fergus Falls. 

OFFERING – If you have offering you would like to give to Augustana, please mail it to the 
church at 308 East Douglas Avenue, Fergus Falls, MN 56537.  Other options for giving are 

Simply Giving and Tithely.  For Simply Giving, contact Angie for an authorization form and 
she will get you signed up.  Tithely is our new online giving option.  You can visit our 

Facebook page for the link to Tithely or you can download the Tithely app on your 
smartphone or scan the QR code at the bottom of this page.  Any questions, call Angie at 
(218)736-5308.  

 
ONLINE CHURCH SOCIAL – Every other Wednesday at 6:30 pm, all Augustana members 

are invited to our Online Church Social.  You can also participate by phone. Come to check 
in with each other and visit!  If you need the Zoom link sent to you again, please let Angie 
know. August’s socials will be August 5th and 19th.  
 

COMMUNION – This Sunday we will have communion during our livestreamed and 

broadcasted worship service. We will be celebrating communion every Sunday. You are 
encouraged to participate as you feel comfortable by having your own bread (whatever kind 
works for you; even a cracker works) and wine or juice (even water works) at home to share 

during that time in worship.  

 

 
 
 


