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Watchman Nee, an adventurous and faith-filled Chinese church leader in the mid 
1900’s tells the story of a missions trip to an island off the South China coast. On 
his team was a 16-year old new convert named Brother Wu.  

Preaching on the island was fruitless to start, and Nee discovered it was because 
the people worshipped an idol named Ta-wang. They were convinced of its 
power because each year on its festival the weather was always perfect. 

"When is the festival this year?" young brother Wu asked a group that had 
gathered to hear them preach. 

"It is fixed for January 11th at 8 in the morning," was the reply. 

"Then," said the new convert, "I promise that it will rain on the 11th." 

The crowd got angry: "That is enough! We don't want to hear any more 
preaching. If it rains then we will talk!" 

Watchman Nee wasn’t there when this confrontation took place. And upon 
hearing about it, he saw the situation was serious.  He called the group to prayer. 
On the morning of the 11th, there was not a cloud in the sky, but during grace for 
breakfast, sprinkles of rain began to fall and at 8am there was a torrential 
downpour.   

Worshipers of Ta-wang were so upset they carried their idol outside, hoping this 
would stop the rain. The rain increased. After a short distance, one of the men 
tripped and Ta-wang fell to the ground fracturing its jaw and left arm. 

Many in the crowd began crying out to Christ for salvation, but the elders of the 
village responded that the wrong day had been chosen and the proper day for 
the festival was three days later.   

Three days later the sky was again clear as the time for the celebration drew 
near.  Nee and his friends again gathered for prayer and not a minute late, God 
answered with rain and a flood. 
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The power of Ta-wang over the islanders was broken; people came streaming to 
Christ.  All because a faith-filled new convert made a challenge and God’s people 
gathered to pray.1 

Would you pray with me? 

[Pray] 

If you haven’t already, please open your Bibles and follow along starting in 
Matthew chapter 7 verse 7.   

Two weeks ago we started unpacking Matthew 7, the final chapter in the King’s 
Speech, by saying that in this chapter Jesus does two things: first He sums up 
everything He has said to date, and second He gives some warnings about living 
contrary to what He has said. 

There are four summary statements, and we covered the first two already: don’t 
judge, but don’t throw out all your judgment.  And today we deal with the third 
and fourth summaries: “pray in faith, and give extravagantly.” 

Let’s pick it up in verse 7. 

[Read Matthew 7:7-8] 

The Scriptures and the testimony of many great saints like Watchman Nee affirm 
that the God we serve is a God of absolute power – He does everything He 
pleases.  And He is a God of absolute righteousness which means everything He 
does is good and upright.  He is also a God of infinite wisdom, able to discern at 
all times what the good is.  And on top of this He loves us and wants good for us. 

And this God invites us to bring our requests to Him in prayer.  That’s amazing!  
Imagine your uncle was Bill Gates and he made a similar offer…  But then 
imagine an ironic tragedy.  Imagine you never took Gates up on his offer.   

It is a tragedy like this that Jesus speaks to here, namely that we, Christians, 
don’t ask.  We fail to pray.  And we can think of lots of reasons for why we don’t.   

Jesus once told a parable about a king who invited His people to the most 
wonderful banquet.  But the people responded with excuses for why they couldn’t 
attend.  “I’ve just bought a field and I must go see it” or “I’ve bought some oxen 
and I need to try them out” or “I just got married so I can’t come.”2   

 

                                            
1
 Adapted from Roger F. Campbell, “You can Win!” (Grand Rapids: SP Publications), 1985. pg 

35-36 
2
 Luke 14:15-24 
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Sometimes I think we don’t pray because we don’t want to hurt our faith or 
someone else’s if God doesn’t answer.  Ever give yourself excuses for why you 
didn’t pray? 
 
The reality is people are experts in making excuses for why we aren’t able to 
receive what God wants to give us – it’s weird, but it’s true.   
 
It’s been true for me – In spite of how faithful God has been to me and how many 
times I have seen Him move in my own life, there have been hundreds or 
perhaps thousands of times where in spite of the fact that Jesus calls me to pray, 
I have chosen not to believe, not to take God at His word, and not to pray.   
 
As I read Jesus’ words here I’m hit by the fact that my actions prove I am often 
faithless and perhaps even evil…. Now I don’t think I’m being too hard on myself, 
and I’ll unpack that as we go along here. 
… 
But that’s my premise today, and so I come to Jesus and to this text now in need 
of, and believing for, a miracle in my life – that’s what it will take.  And my prayer 
is that as we dig into Jesus’ word together His Spirit will empower me – empower 
us – and we will leave transformed into people who pray.   
 
If you are someone who has struggled to pray like I often have you will realize 
what a miracle this will be.  But I encourage you right now to believe and 
anticipate transformation….  
… 
I want to take this in three parts today.  First I want to unpack some of the 
encouragements Jesus gives us in this text that empower us to pray.  Second I 
want to grapple with a couple faith-killing questions like “how come sometimes 
our prayers go unanswered?”  And finally I want to look at how we should live 
because we pray. 
 
So first, let’s look at four encouragements Jesus gives here.3   
 

1.) First, Jesus invites us to pray.  
 
In verse 7 we get three invitational words: ask, seek, knock.  What Jesus gives 
here is permission to approach God.  Jesus says His disciples, people like us, 
can do this.  We can go to God with requests.  Usually we take this for granted, 
but the reality is this is an amazing permission that we are granted.   
 
Now the interesting thing to get your head around here is that these words, “ask, 
seek, knock”, are actually imperatives or commands.  It’s like Jesus is saying 
“you can ask God for stuff, in fact I command you to ask God for stuff.”  To not 
come to God in prayer and petition is to disobey Jesus! 

                                            
3
 These four encouragements adapted from John Piper’s “Ask your Father in Heaven” (Preached 

Dec 31
st
, 2006) http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/ask-your-father-in-heaven  
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And Jesus isn’t saying this flippantly.  He repeats Himself three times.  Now 
repetition in English usually means you haven’t done enough proof reading, but 
in both Hebrew and Greek, languages without punctuation marks – no periods, 
no commas, no question marks – repetition gives emphasis or acts like an 
exclamation.  So in John we read: 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
(John 3:3 NASB)   

 
So Jesus means “I’m really serious about this!”  And to repeat something three 
times or in three ways is like putting it in bold letters.  For example when Isaiah 
tells us about the angels around God’s throne we read: 

And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory! (Isaiah 
6:3). 

 
God is not just holy or holy, holy.  He is holy, holy, holy.  He is holy other, holy 
separate to the infinite power – that’s the angel’s point.  And in Matthew 7 Jesus 
repeats His invitation or command for us to pray in three ways, ask, seek and 
knock.  In other words Jesus says we have got to do this!  We have got to come 
to God, with our requests, asking, seeking and knocking.  That’s the first 
empowering encouragement Jesus gives for why we should pray. 
 

2.) Second, after this intense invitation Jesus gives us six promises that He 
says God will fulfill if we will pray. 

 
In verse 7 He says ask, and then #1 He says “it will be given to you.”  Seek, and 
#2 “you will find.”  Knock and #3 “the door will be opened.  And then in verse 8 
He says For everyone who asks, #4 “receives.”  The one who seeks #5 “finds.” 
And to the one who knocks, #6 “the door will be opened.” 
 
What we have here is a lavish, repetitive appeal from Jesus to come before a 
God who cares and who answers.  Jesus is almost begging us “be encouraged 
to come.  Pray to God.  Don’t think your prayers are in vain.  God isn’t playing 
with you.  He cares for you and He wants to give you what you ask.  Just ask!” 
 
Imagine again Bill Gates begging you to let him bless you.  Isn’t this amazing? 
… 
Now Jesus knows we are apt to miss the point or not believe Him so He gives us 
an example to help get our minds around this idea.  Look at verse 9. 
 
[Read Matthew 7:9-11] 
 



 5 

3.) The third encouragement Jesus gives us is that God is our Father.  In 
verse 11 Jesus says “how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask Him.” 

 
This is something Jesus has already taught us in the “Lord’s Prayer” back in 
chapter six, but here He sums up what He has said.  When we come to God 
through Jesus we come as children before, not just Jesus’ Father, but our 
Father!  And that means we can come with great anticipation and confidence 
when we pray.   
 
And Jesus doesn’t use the word “Father” lightly either.  Whenever He used this 
term it sounded like heresy to the Jewish leaders – and heresy was what they 
killed Him for.  John tells us: 

The Jewish leaders… tried all the more to kill Him; not only was He 

breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, 
making Himself equal with God. (John 5:16-18) 

 
And Jesus was aware this sounded very basin to His audience, and yet here He 
takes this intimate title and extends access to God as Father beyond Himself to 
all His disciples.  Jesus urges us “pray, because God is your Father!” 
 

4.) Fourth Jesus expands the idea of God as our Father by contrasting Him 
with our earthly fathers. 

  
Now there is certainly a wide range of quality when it comes to dads.  I have a 
great dad who did his best to take care of me and teach me and inspire me when 
I was growing up.  But I have friends who have had either no dad at all or worse, 
a dad who was there but who they wished wouldn’t have been.  And all of our 
dads fit on that spectrum somewhere, and all of us dads fit on that spectrum 
somewhere. 
 
But Jesus does something interesting here, he speaks to the men listening to 
Him and assumes they are the best fathers out there – men “who know how to 
give good gifts to their children” and then in verse 11 Jesus calls them, calls us 
“evil.” 
 

That’s offensive!  I’m not evil.  I might not be perfect, but I’m pretty good.  
I’m better than the next guy...  Jesus says “no, you’re not pretty good, 
you’re evil.”  

 
And while Jesus specifically uses the example of fathers, really his words here 
extend to all people.  This is one of the clearest examples of Jesus’ view on the 
depravity of humanity – all of us, not just non-Christians, the best of us, the most 
faithful of us, are evil.  Remember Jesus is speaking this to His disciples, people 
who had given themselves to following Him. 
 



 6 

And Jesus’ point in saying it this way is to contrast the best of us with our 
Heavenly Father.  We are evil, but there is no evil in Him.  We screw up.  He 
alone is perfect.   
 
So then Jesus says “if you evil people can give good gifts to your children, how 
much more is your perfect Father going to give good gifts to His?”  
… 
So, Jesus gives at least four empowering encouragements to pray.  He invites us 
to come before God with our requests, He promises God will respond, He calls 
God our father, and He tells us of course our good Father wants to give us good 
gifts. 
… 
Friends, do you pray?  Not just do you say “thank you” before you eat – which is 
important, but do you pray.  Do you petition God?  Do you do it regularly?  Jesus 
says we should.  Actually Jesus says if we are going to be His disciples we must 
petition God in prayer.   
… 
Now notice Jesus doesn’t say “only ask for spiritual things.”  Jesus’ appeal to us 
is just to pray.  So we don’t have to worry about asking for the wrong things.  Just 
pray.  Start talking to your Father and things are going to go well for you. 
… 
Now at this point my mind is reeling with two faith killing questions.  First there is 
a repulsive taste in my mouth for what has become known as the “health and 
wealth gospel” which says God wants you to be healthy, wealthy and wise and 
the more faith you have the more stuff you are going to get from God.  Surly 
Jesus isn’t teaching that is He? 
 
And second, if I am honest, I question whether Jesus’ words here are true.  I’ve 
asked and God hasn’t answered – at least not visibly.  I’ve sought and I haven’t 
received.  On occasion I’ve even asked repeatedly and come up with very 
different results than I wanted.  Haven’t you? 
… 
I think many of us have questions similar to these burning in our minds as we 
hear this – we need answers – fortunately Jesus gives us one answer to answer 
them all.  Jesus tells us “how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask Him!” 
 
Jesus says God gives good things, only good things, to His children.  He doesn’t 
give stones or snakes, He only gives good things. 
 
So here Jesus points away from the idea prayer is about getting God to give you 
whatever you want.  The text does not mean that.  Instead the text says God 
gives good gifts to His children who ask. 
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Now sometimes we do get just what we ask for in prayer.  Sometimes we get it 
just when we’ve ask.  And sometimes God responds to the things we pray just 
the way we desire.   
 

I can remember being a student at Regent, knowing I was headed for the 
lucrative career of pastoral ministry and not wanting to go deep into debt.  
But I remember realizing that without a miracle that was where Nikki and I 
were headed.  And I can remember praying and the next day getting a 
letter from UBC where Nikki was studying saying she was receiving a full 
ride scholarship that she didn’t qualify for.  God provided over and over for 
us in ways like this such that while we spent a hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars on tuition (not including living expenses) we were 
completely debt free six months after graduation.  God answered our 
prayers – He gave what we asked for, when we asked, in the way we 
asked. 

 
But that’s not always the way it is.  Other times God will give something good 
when we ask for something else.  Sometimes He will give it at the best time when 
our mind sees only the now.  And sometimes His gift will come in a way, or a 
form, we had never imagined.   
 

The final six months of debt re-payment for us involved moving to the 
other side of the world, away from friends and family, and teaching English 
– not something that was ever on our radar.  We moved praying God 
would provide for our debt, and God did, but debt reduction was the least 
of what God gave us in Korea..  Some of what He gave was amazing, 
some of it was hard – we lost two babies in Korea – but in hindsight 
everything He has given us has been good. 

… 
When we don’t get exactly what we pray for it reminds us that He, not me, is 
God.  In fact it is a great mercy that we do not always get what we want because 
sometimes it is what we don’t want that leads us closer to the greatest thing 
every Christian truly wants – more of God Himself. 
 
So here Jesus is not preaching “health and wealth”, simply because sometimes 
the best for us might be physical sickness, poverty or even death.  Indeed the 
Father, our Father, Jesus’ Father thought the best for Him was the cross and 
there was no health or wealth in that. 
  
And these words also guard against our faith being hurt when God doesn’t 
answer the way we ask.  You see God wants us to pray for everything, and in the 
midst of this He wants us to trust that He always gives us what He knows is good 
for us, regardless of what we pray for. 
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Putting this in the full context of the King’s Speech then, the “good things” that 
God promises are certainly the things Jesus has spoken about already.  It means 
we can always confidently pray “make me the salt and light of the world.” Or “give 
me a righteousness more than the Pharisees.”  Or “help me to love my enemies”.  
Or “Don’t let me practice my righteousness for people’s rewards.”  Or “Let me 
treasure the treasures of heaven.” 
 
When we pray for these things we can be assured God will give them.  But this 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t pray for other things too, even if we aren’t sure if they 
are God’s will or not. 
  
I’ve tripped up here.  For example I’ve been afraid to pray for healing because I 
know that sometimes God doesn’t heal.  But Jesus says “ask, seek, knock.”  
Your Father wants to give you good gifts so go to Him and ask. 
 
Implied here is “leave the answering of these prayers” to your Father.  He is God, 
not you.  If God did everything we asked we would be Aladdin and He would be 
the genie in the bottle.  We would be god and He would be our servant.  But that 
isn’t the way it is.  We come before Him privileged as children, yes, but not as 
masters in control.   
 
And so while Jesus does not guarantee the results we ask for, Jesus says pray 
anyway.  “Be alright with the fact you don’t know exactly how God will act.  But 
whatever you do don’t stop asking in faith and expecting your Father to respond.” 
 
So pray for healing, pray about your finances, pray about your relationships.  And 
don’t tack on “if it be your will” – God knows if it is His will or not, you don’t need 
to remind Him.  Instead pray in faith and leave the answering to your Father. 
… 
The one thing Jesus makes clear is that the way to receive good from God is to 
talk to Him.  And that’s because the best thing we get from God is God Himself.  
In Luke’s parallel passage to this text Jesus says: 

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
(Luke 11:13) 

 
So ultimately God gives Himself to everyone who comes to Him asking in faith, 
regardless of what they are asking for. 
… 
I want to conclude today with verse 12 where Jesus gives a template for how 
those who pray should live.  Jesus says: 
 
[Read Matthew 7:12] 
 
 
 



 9 

The NIV starts this verse with the word “So” which is a bit unclear, but usually the 
Greek word that starts this verse is translated “therefore.”  In other words this 
verse, though it seems to stand by itself is actually the conclusion of the verses 
that come before it. 
 
In other words, verses 7 to 11 confirm that “we live with a generous Father, so 
then [or therefore], the world around us should be able to live with generous 
disciples.”4 
 
Do you see that? 
 
Friends, the reality is that God, in grace and mercy, has given us good gifts.  He 
has extended His salvation and His presence to us, He has provided for us in 
spite of the fact we don’t deserve it – in spite of the fact that, as Jesus says, we 
are evil! 
 
And the evidence that this grace and mercy has hit us is that we start to look like 
Him.  His grace and mercy bubbles up within us and boils over to those around 
us.   
 
God’s generosity in making us His children and hearing our prayers therefore 
empowers us to live as generous people – doing things to others that we would 
love it if they did to us, regardless of whether they ever do them or not.  That’s 
how God has been generous with us. 
... 
Friends, have you taken God up on His radical offer to approach Him boldly in 
prayer?  Have you given Him the opportunity to prove Himself in your situation in 
power?  And if you have, has this changed the way you look to your neighbour? 

                                            
4
 Brunner, D “The Christbook: Matthew 1-7” (Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdman’s Pub Co.) 2004. pg 

346. 


