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Today we are covering 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 

 This has been a difficult passage to deal with for multiple reasons: 

 Sometimes what seems obvious is not so much the case 

 Paul is not always very clear 

 Refers to a number of Old Testament Passage 

If you are an unbeliever with us today; Watching, or Setting 

 What you will hear about the first exhortation is that it is not statement of value about 

yourself, but of differences with implication for Christian living and worship. 

Moreover, you can be reassured that you are loved by God, and you can decide to partake in 

God’s promises covered today. 

Today’s message is basically about three things: Making sure we have proper boundaries with 

the world as Christians, engaging in holiness and purity of heart in order to truly experience and 

enjoy God’s promises, and a call to take God seriously in our walk, and putting aside what defiles 

us and hurts our relationship with God 

The passage today contains two exhortations each with reasons to follow. One is found in verse 

14, the other verse 17, and some promises God to Israel, but also given to us. 

Let’s Read 2 Cor. 6:14 – 7:1 

I will ask you to not be so mindful and nervous about time, I might take more than 20 minutes. 

Exhortation #1: Do not be yoked together with unbelievers 

Meaning? What does Paul mean exactly? How should we take him….? Not totally clear. 

 1. Paul seems to make reference to yoking of calves and donkeys, or even to 

crossbreeding of animals: Deut. 22:10, Lev. 19:19, but it is still not clear 

 2. Traditionally understood to prohibit marriage and business partnerships with 

unbelievers.  

 Although certainly an application, there seems to be more to it 

 Some even went as far as taking this literally separate from society: that is too far 

 So what kind of separation does Paul have in mind? What partnership does he 

allow or exclude? 

 3. A more balanced meaning that would reflect Paul and Jesus’ teaching would look 

something like; being in the world but not of this world. We are never told to cut all ties with 

unbelievers. We are told not to enter into an incompatible relationship that would constrain you 

morally to obey God, or put you under pressure to compromise important aspects of faith, and 

bring you into a place where you may affirm and adopt questionable beliefs and practices.  



 4. But there is another dimension to this exhortation. This is not just meant to be taken at 

a personal, individual or relational level. I Believe based on the context that there is a community 

dimension to this passage.  

 Friday morning I was reading something that broadened my understanding of the 

passage. “We tend to take on characteristics of the community in which we take 

part, and if we are not regularly participating in the Christian community we have 

in the visible church, we will find ourselves becoming more and more conformed 

to the world and not to Jesus. This is true in the day of ease, and is all the more 

likely when we face significant pressure from the world to abandon the faith. 

Regular attendance at corporate worship as well at corporate Christian fellowship 

opportunities is necessary. When believers meet together, we can remind one 

another of the greatness of Jesus and the futility of the world’s way of doing things. 

We are strengthened by each other to persevere.” If you think you don’t need it, 

you better think twice. You should never ever underestimate the power of sin, 

deception and darkness. 

 Keep this in mind as we will come back to that in a moment 

For the rest of the passage, Paul will give us: two reasons why not to be unequally yoked with 

unbelievers and one more exhortation that is meant to enlarge the application and understanding 

of the first one. 

So, why not be unequally yoked with unbelievers? 

 Reason #1: We belong to two different kingdoms and communities. They have nothing in 

common with each other. In order to make his point, Paul is asking five questions that call for 

negative answers by putting in contrast two opposite categories.  

 A) Read vs. 14-16 

 Question Contrast #1: Righteousness and Lawlessness. These are two ways of 

live, two value systems, and two sets of right and wrong 

 Questions Contrast #2: Light and Darkness. There are two moral domains and 

sources of power 

 Questions Contrast #3: Christ and Belial (Satan): There are two kinds of people 

with two cause for your allegiance 

 Question Contrast #4: Believer and Unbeliever: These are two kinds of people 

belonging to two masters and communities with two different faiths.  

 Question Contrast #5: Temple of God & Temple of Idols: These are two places of 

worship and two objects of worship 

So why not be unequally yoked? Because we have nothing in common and there is nothing to 

gain from such a partnership. 

The biggest threat to Israel was to mingle in different ways with neighbouring peoples, all while 

adopting their views, beliefs and practices in the aspects of life, faith and worship. This would hurt 

their relationship with God to the point of calling judgement upon themselves 

The church is exposed to the same danger if we do not take heed of these exhortations and keep 

proper boundaries of belief and relationship.  



It is not uncommon today to find Christians who have non-Christian views about religion 

(pluralism), truth (relativism) or marriage, sexuality, gender, etc.  

Where did we get this understanding? How did they happen? 

We love to be perceived as morally progressive in the eyes of the world for relevancy purposes. 

Our relevancy should be in form and methodology, not in theology and morality. We also have 

lost our sense of the importance of holiness. 

So, why not be unequally yoked with unbelievers? 

Reason #2: Because of who we are and the promises attached to it. In verse 16, Paul uses the 

last question to shift to our identity as the second reason for not being unequally yoked with 

unbelievers; “For we are the temple of the living God; individually and collectively as a church. 

That is why we need to partake in a community of faith because our practice of faith is not only 

an individual practice; it is also a collective encounter with the living God. 

In the Old Testament, the temple was a place of worship where the presence of God dwelled with 

His people. To meet and encounter the living God, and to experience the presence and 

personhood of God was its goal, and also to experience cleansing and fellowship. 

We are now this place, individually and collectively. 

God’s purpose for Israel was to not only deliver them from the bondage of Egypt and bring them 

to the Promised Land, it was also for His people to experience His presence and His fellowship. 

In verse 16, Paul says, as God says; “I will live with them, and walk among them (presence). I will 

be their God, they will be My people.” (Presence, relationship) Therefore, come out from them 

and be separated, says the Lord, touch no unclean thing and I will receive you (presence). I will 

be a Father to you and will be My sons and daughters (fellowship, relationship). This is a gem I 

got from George Guthrie.  

Similarly in the case of Israel, God’s purpose for the church is not only to bring salvation and 

forgiveness of sins; it is to experience His personhood, presence, fellowship and power through 

the Holy Spirit. 

Here is the kicker! The experience of the person and presence of god in its full dimension and at 

the heart level, requires moral purity. In the temple of God, there is no room for uncleanliness, 

impurities, other gods, foreign altars or carved images. There is no room for worldly beliefs, 

practices, morals, theology or any kind of moral pollution.  

These things must be purged from our lives and our hearts.  

Now, onto Paul’s second exhortations: To practice and perfect holiness and moral purity. 

The Second Exhortation: Read 7:1 

Before we quickly explain how to do this, we need to define what holiness is! 

How do we define holiness? We will start with what holiness is not. Not being “holier than thou”, 

or the product of self-righteousness and legalistic practices, not scoring well on a test of dos and 

don’ts. That is not holiness! That is self-righteousness! Holiness is about moral purity, a pure heart 

resulting from separation from sins, a cleansing of our sins by the blood of Jesus.  



How is holiness achieved? 7:1 “Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 

and spirit…” 

How do you do that? 

First, by saying no to sin in all its forms when it knocks at the door 

Secondly, when you know you have done something wrong, you confess it and will be purified by 

Jesus, but you’ll also have to renounce your particular sin 

Thirdly, by practicing moral purity and breaking our relationship to sin on a daily basis. We must 

place ourselves under the light of the Spirit. The next thing He wants you to do is to give up and 

confess. 

Why do we practice the perfecting of our holiness? As we said, it is done in order to fully 

experience God. Through the practice of sin and idolatry in all its forms, and leaving sins 

unconfessed, we can grieve and quench the Spirit. We silence the voice of God in our hearts, we 

shut down the power of God in our life and we postpone the blessings God wants to bring. 

Conclusion: 

Do you feel or think you’ve lost touch or fellowship with God? Maybe this is the reason! The temple 

needs to be purified and cleansed! Today, we’ve covered the exhortation not to be yoked with 

unbelievers, and why: because we belong to two different kingdoms, and because of who we are 

as Christians. We’ve also covered the second exhortation in light of God’s promises; that is to 

purify ourselves from what defiles us spiritually and morally.  


