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Opening  
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
 
Prayer  
Holy God, lover of our souls, we come before you as people created by and for love: Gather us in 
this time to hear again your word of love, to renew our trust in its breadth and depth. In the sacrifice 
of your love for us, may we find renewal and be your love in the world. Amen. 
 
Meditation  
Look  
what happens to the scale  
when love holds it.  
It stops working.  

-Kafir (c.1440-1518)  
 
Where might we love abundantly this week? 
 
Scripture – John 13:1, 33-34 (Contemporary English Version – CEV) 
It was before Passover, and Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and to 
return to the Father. He had always loved his followers in this world, and he loved them to the very 
end.  But I am giving you a new command. You must love each other, just as I have loved you. If 
you love each other, everyone will know that you are my disciples. 
 
 (Be still and aware) 
Poem – “Purple” by Kwame Dawes 
 

For Akua 
Walking, I drew my hand over the lumpy 
bloom of a spray of purple; I stripped away 
my fingers, stained purple; put it to my nose, 

the minty honey, a perfume so aggressively 
pleasant—I gave it to you to smell, 
my daughter, and you pulled away as if 

I was giving you a palm full of wasps, 
deceptions: “Smell the way the air 
changes because of purple and green.” 

This is the promise I make to you: 
I will never give you a fist full of wasps, 
just the surprise of purple and the scent of rain 



	
Prayers  
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You embodied love for us.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You accepted love from all who offered.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
We acknowledge our need for your love.  
 
Teach us, we pray: The courage to both give and receive love, the humility to admit when we have 
not loved well, and the faith to trust that your love is enough 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS, THE WORLD, AND ONESELF  
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Holy Spirit, fill us with godly love.  
Free us from all that resists loving and being loved.  
Empower us to love as Jesus did.  
In his gracious name we pray. Amen. 
 
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
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