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WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE 

 
Words of Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, and 

Announcements from Each Congregation 

Including instructions for offerings. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle for Each Congregation  
 

People are invited to share their prayers in the chat during the worship 
service. 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation: Bill 
Leader: Smaller than we can see the Reign of God is present. 
Ready to grow within you and the world to bring hope to all. 
In this worship we are called to receive the gift of God’s grace and 
love.  
 

All: The treasure of God’s heavenly reign of Love is all we seek 
and hope for.   
 
Prayer 
Leader: Gracious Holy One: touch our hearts again.  We yearn for the 
gift of your Spirit within us and our worship.  Come to us.  Amen 
 

Hymn: “Spirit Open My Heart”  MV 79 
C) Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender 
All my coldness and fear to your grace I now surrender. C) 
 
Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story. 
In each thought, word, and deed, may my living bring you glory. C)  
 
May I weep with those who weep, share the joy of sister, brother.  
In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another. C)  

 
Learning With Our Children: Bill 

Song: MV 104 “Know that God is Good” 
Know that God is good, Know that God is good, 
Know that God is good, God is good, God is good. X2 
 



WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD 
 
Scripture Readings:  
Genesis 29:15-28 
15Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16Now 
Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name 
of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was 
graceful and beautiful. 18Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you 
seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better 
that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with 
me.” 20So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him 
but a few days because of the love he had for her. 21Then Jacob said to 
Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and 
made a feast. 23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought 
her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 
daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25When morning came, it was Leah! And 
Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve 
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26Laban said, “This 
is not done in our country—giving the younger before the 
firstborn. 27Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other 
also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28Jacob did so, and 
completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest 
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all 
of it was leavened.” 

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you 
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Musical Offering: Deborah and Donna 
“Light Dawns of a Weary World” 

 

Light dawns on a weary world 
When eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawn on a weary world: 
The promised day to justice comes. 

Refrain: 
The trees shall clap their hands; 
The dry lands, gush with spring; 
The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out with joy, 
And be led forth in peace, 
As all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

Love grows in a weary world 
When hungry hearts find bread 
And children’s dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world; 
The promised feast of plenty comes. R) 

Hope blooms in a weary world 
When creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: 
The promised green of Eden comes. R) 

Sermon:  “Grace”  Tracy 
 
Hymn: “Amazing Grace”  VU 266 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a soul like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
‘tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

The lord has promised good to me, 
this word my hope secures; 
God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 

 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND ACTION 
 
 



Prayer of Grace Tracy 
Leader:  Holy God of all, You are beyond all we can understand yet You 
come to dwell in our fragile human bodies.   
All: Send your Grace to us 
Leader: Even when we forgot your presence You remain true waiting 
for our return.  
All: Send your Grace to us. 
Leader: Linked together by your Spirit we are filled with the Grace of 
loving community.  
All: Your Grace is all we need. 
 
Silent Prayer 

Words of Assurance Tracy 

One: God has searched your heart and found only reasons to love you. 
Forgiven, included, accepted we are part of God’s beloved Creation.  
All: Amen, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sung Response:  VU 400 “Listen to Your Children Praying.” 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love send us power, send us grace! 
 
Prayers of the World Bill 
 
Prayers of the People:  From Chat shared prayers. Bill 
 
Holy God, you hear our words; you hear our hearts. We are known 
and heard deeply, graciously, constantly. Confident in this grace, we 
sing together the words that Jesus taught us... 
 
The Lord's Prayer [Sung] VU 960 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
    
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, For ever and ever. Amen 
 
Acknowledging Our Gifts for the Work of God: Bill 
 
Prayer of Dedication: Bill 
These are the gifts of God, given for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 



Hymn: “Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” VU 574 

Come, let us sing of a wonderful love, 
tender and true, tender, and true, 
out of the heart of the Father above, 
streaming to me and to you: wonderful love, wonderful love 
dwells in the heart of the Father above. 
 
Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell 
joyfully came, joyfully came, 
came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell, 
sharing their sorrow and shame, seeking the lost, seeking the lost,. 
saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 
 
Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet. 
Why do they roam? Why do the roam? 
Love only waits to forgive and forget, home, weary wanderers, home! 
Wonderful love, wonderful love 
dwells in the heart of the Father above. 
 
Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love! 
Come and abide, come, and abide, lifting my life till it rises above 
envy and falsehood and pride: 
seeking to be, seeking to be 
lowly and humble, a learner of thee. 
 
Commissioning and Benediction: Bill 
 
Sung Response: VU 572   “Send Me, Lord” 

Send me, Lord. Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, 
   send me, Jesus, send me, Lord. 
 
Lead me, Lord. Lead me Jesus, lead me, Jesus, 
   lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord. 
 
I will go.   I will go, Lord, I will go. Lord, 
   in your name, Lord, I will go. 
 

Postlude 


