Lectionary 18
August 2, 2020

St. Timothy Lutheran Church

If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to
his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food,
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard.

Lectionary 18

August 2, 2020

Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic
table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the
bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome
Gathering Hymn
Greeting
1

All Who Hunger Gather Gladly

All who hunger gather gladly;
holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.
Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness,
all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

3

#461 vs. 1 & 3

All who hunger, sing together,
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table
live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.
Hymn of Praise

Glory to God

2

3

Prayer of the Day
Pastor: Let us pray. Glorious God,
All: your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation
with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body
and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
Children’s Word
Pastor Clark Brown
Reading
Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel
in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy
include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law,
participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
Lector: A reading from Romans.

4

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am
not lying; my conscience confirms it by the
Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could
wish that I myself were accursed and cut
off from Christ for the sake of my own
people, my kindred according to the flesh.

They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs,
and from them, according to the flesh,
comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.

1

4

Lector: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel
Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion
for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform
one of his greatest miracles.
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus heard [about the
beheading of John the Baptist], he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted
place by himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on foot from
the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for

them and cured their sick. 15When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour
is now late; send the crowds away so that
they may go into the villages and buy food
for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them,
“They need not go away; you give them

13

5

something to eat.” 17They replied, “We
have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to
me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave

them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and
were filled; and they took up what was left
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. 21And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and
children.

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Message

Praise to you, O Christ.
Pastor Clark Brown

All:

Hymn of the Day
We Come to the Hungry Feast
#479
1 We come to the hungry feast
the poor in body, poor in mind.
hungry for a word of peace.
We come, we come to the hungry feast.
To hungry hearts unsatisfied
the love of God is not denied.
3 We come to the hungry feast
We come, we come to the hungry feast.
hungry that the hunger cease,
and knowing, though we eat our fill,
2 We come to the hungry feast
the hunger will stay with us; still
hungry for a world released
we come, we come to the hungry feast.
from hungry folk of ev'ry kind,

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your
church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly
sufficient. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this
abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation.
Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect
forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of
tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring
wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind especially
Cynthia, Helen, Josh, Dawn, and those we now name silently or aloud… (pause). Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation, St. Timothy Lutheran
Church such a welcoming heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and
abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints
to the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have
known, especially Judy Andreasen and Tony Pires. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL
Please stand
Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. People: And also with you.
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with
anyone sheltering in peace with you.
Gathering of the gifts
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church. You may continue to send in
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org.
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Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God of goodness and growth,
All: all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water
and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us
through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities
and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer… ….both now and forever.
All: Amen
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit with God’s people of every time and every
place, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

or

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Pastor: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.
As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and
place. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.”
Lamb of God

8

Prayer After Communion
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted
on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go
forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen

SENDING
Benediction
Pastor: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
All: Amen.
Sending Hymn
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
1

Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.

#843 vs. 1 & 3

Praise the One who preached the
gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.
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3

Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.

Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.

Dismissal
AM: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
All: Thanks be to God.
Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown
Assisting Minister—Nancy Opsata
Musician—Desma Johnson
Cantor—Jon Gerdes
Upcoming Commemorations
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221
Saturday, August 8, 2020
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for the
church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called Dominicans)
devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty.
Gospel Message
August 2, 2020
Unreasonable Love
Imagine throwing an impromptu dinner party for thousands of people. Looking out at the huge
crowd, would you think, “Yeah, we can do this. It’ll be fun!”? Or would you look in your fridge,
cupboards, and freezer and become absolutely certain there was not enough to go around?
It is normal and human to look at the supplies available and make a judgment about whether or
not something can be accomplished. It’s reasonable, even! But God’s kingdom is not
reasonable. God’s kingdom defies all of our human expectations.

It is not reasonable that the last shall be first. It is not reasonable that God would pour
forgiveness on us when we hardly know how to confess. It is not reasonable that the disciples
could feed thousands of people with just a few loaves and fishes.
Thanks be to God for the unreasonable, unexpected grace we find in the kingdom! May we brim
with gratitude that where we see limits, God knows what is possible. When we stare in shock at
the Son of God nailed to the cross, we are sure it’s the end of the story, but God knows
differently: love and life are unreasonably more abundant than hatred and death.
When we bring whatever “loaves and fishes” we have in our cupboards to God, God blesses
them and makes of them enough. At the Lord’s table, we find the mystery of Christ’s abundant
presence in the bread and the wine. At the font, we are joined to the immeasurable, eternal
covenant of being God’s beloved through the profuse waters of baptism. It’s preposterous,
really, how lavishly, how unreasonably God loves the world! Let us rejoice in God’s
unreasonable love and mercy, and join the feast.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Prayer Concerns

Cynthia Halman, Carolyn’s sister, whose son was killed in an automobile accident.
Helen Leikam, J une’s sister-in-law, diagnosed with stage 3 lung cancer.
Josh Bathit, gr andnephew of Steve Solomon, who has under gone sur ger y for a br ain
tumor.

The family and friends of Judy Andreasen, Steve Solomon’s sister.
The family and friends of Tony Pires (brother of J ohn and brother -in-law of
Lucille).
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffer ed a stroke.
Katie and Matt Logan, as Katie has been laid off from work.
The family and friends of Joe Vargo (husband of Thompson Lange).
Mark Northcutt, healing from heart and kidney transplants and ongoing
complications.
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for leukemia, and his
parents Claire and Luke.
Jeannie Kaffenburger, caregiver for her husband, J ohn, who has Alzheimer ’s
disease.
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families).
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees.
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world.
Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here.

Torie Hamilton
Rodger Marty
Bonnie Bennett
Jim McMullins
Bill Reynolds
Mary Lee Slater
Marjorie Gabriel
Tom Brown
Aaron Grieg

Byron Heppert
Jacqueline Graham
Gloria Llenaresas
Riley Ann Holland
Ronnie Lyons
Irene McCloud
Thomas Ansley
Jackie Rullman
Linda Henderson

Beverly Schneideman
Justice Gaudoin
Peter Kracht
Isabella Silva
Randy Hoch
Don Butler
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Notes and announcements
 Online Worship: All services are posted online to YouTube. If you have
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA Worship
“premieres” at 10am each Sunday, but is available after that also. You can subscribe
to our channel which makes finding us easier.


Social Hour: We have a social hour following on Zoom at 10:30am.
Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want
to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clar k at
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818.



Preparing for communion. Our online Sunday wor ship will include
communion. As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available. If you
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber and we will arrange a safe drop
off of the elements.



Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer
concerns at 375-1043.



Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or other needs? Please contact
Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or at his home 925-960-1468. We do have volunteers
who are happy to help and if you would like to help, let me know.



Study and discuss online: Pastor Clar k and Pastor Tony are collaborating on
opportunities to gather online: Wednesday Bible Study, and Sunday pastors’ class.
The Tuesday Evening (6:30pm) Class will begin discussing the book “Dear Church”
by Lenny Duncan this week. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org.



Hymnals: Would you like to bor row a hymnal while we ar e “sheltering in
peace?” Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.



Offering: Please r emember your offerings to St. Timothy as our expenses
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups. Offering can be
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting
our website www.sttim.org.
12

