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Imagine with me that you have been working on a family history 
 And want to get it printed. 
  Since you will be giving copies to family members 
   You decide to hire an editor. 
 
Through a friend of a friend you are introduced to a proof-reader 
 And meet over coffee to talk about your project. 
  Confiding that you’ve never been good with grammar, 
   She responds with laughter,  

that she’s the worst speller she knows. 
 
How’s that for an admission? 

Will you hire the editor with a spelling handicap? 
 
Or imagine that you are looking for someone to replace you deck 
 And find a local builder on the internet. 
  When he comes over to consult you share your hopes 

And he makes some good suggestions. 
 
Somehow you find out that you are both motorcycle enthusiasts 
 And start swapping stories. 
 
He tells you a story about a recent accident. 
 Where he broke his wrists and lost most of the vision in his one eye. 
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He tells you that this is his first project following that recovery. 
 
A one-eyed carpenter who is justing getting back into the business. 
 Are you confident in signing that contract?  
 
When we are looking for help 
 We want people who are professionals. 
  We want people who have good work habits 
   And have the necessary skills and strenths for the job. 
 
But the truth of the matter is that despite 

What we write in our resumes, 
 Despite our claims of achievements  
  We all have liabilities and weaknesses. 

 
And while our strengths may win us a coveted opportunity  

in the work-world 
In God’s kingdom our weakness,  

not our strength that can make us 
  the most valuable servants. 

 
PAUSE 
 
Over the last month and a half 
 we’ve been working our way through Second Corinthians. 
 
Today we are finish our journey through this book. 
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Throughout this letter Paul expresses concern 
 That the church he planted church  
  Was being charmed by other, more flashy apostles, 
   And no longer listening to him. 
 
In the last two chapters  
 He makes a concerted effort 

“to convince the Corinthians  
that his ministry is qualitatively different… 

superior to [these] "super-apostles,"… 
 
[to these leaders] who execute their ministry with elegant speech,  

[boast] of revelations and visions,  
and [have entered] into some sort of monetary relationship  

with the Corinthians…”1 
 
Earlier in chapter 11 Paul argues that he can go toe-to-toe 
 With these supposed super-apostles. 
 
Paul argues that he has the same Jewish pedigree.i 
 Paul argues that his services were offered without cost.ii 
  Paul notes (albeit indirectly)  

that he has enjoyed his own heavenly visions. 
 
But Paul doesn’t consider these to be the appropriate standards 
 For comparing his ministry with that of these other leaders. 
 
 
 

 
1 2 Corinthians 12:2-10, Exegetical Perspective” Feasting on the Word Stephen P. Ahearne-Kroll 
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In the previous chapter he argues 
 That sacrificial service is a better  
  Way of discerning who is authentic. 
 
In today’s chapter he makes it clear 
 That it is not his strengths but weaknesses 

 that make him the legitimate apostle, 
   the one that the Corinthians should be listening to. 
 
Paul talks about a ‘thorn in his flesh’ 
 That had been afflicting him. 
 
[Whether it was some sort of bodily ailment, 

Of some sort of temptation,  
  Or simply a never-ending resistance to his ministry 
   Paul never actually names that ‘thorn’.] 
 
Paul tells us that when he prayed for this burden to be removed, 
 God simply answered: 
  “My grace is sufficient for you,  

for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
God’s power is made perfect in weakness? 
 God’s power is perfect in weakness? 
 
We don’t like weakness. 
 
Many of you are facing the limitations that come with aging. 
 You no longer have the strength, stamina, or mental acuity 

To do the many things that you formerly did with ease. 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

Now some might see the benefit in NOT having to mow the lawn 
 Or NOT having to navigate the city to pick up groceries 
  Or letting someone else serve on this or that committee. 
 
But many of us experience this as loss. 
 
We don’t like weakness. 
 We don’t like depending on others. 
 
But this aversion to weakness  
 Isn’t limited to those who have seen Abraham. 
 
I have this personal aversion to taking on projects 
 Without knowing all the requirements. 
  I want to be confident that I can competently complete project 
   on my own. 
 
I don’t like weakness. 
 I don’t like needing others either. 
 
But God isn’t looking for followers who are completely self-sufficient. 
 Despite our prayers, God leaves us flawed and incomplete  
  So that we are willing to depend and rely on him. 
 
“My grace is sufficient for you,  

for my power is made perfect in weakness.”iii 
 
PAUSE 
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According to the apocryphal “Acts of Paul and Thecla”  
 Paul wasn’t much to look at: "Bald-headed, bowlegged,  

strongly built, a man small in size, with meeting eyebrows,  
with a rather large nose."iv  

 
In his own letter Paul reports what many had been saying about him: 
 “His letters are weighty and forceful,  

but in person he is unimpressive  
and his speaking amounts to nothing.”v 

  
Compare to our modern-day celebrity preachers, 
 Paul probably wouldn’t get much notice. 
  Paul’s congregation in Corinth were being charmed 
   By leaders with more flash and sizzle. 
 
But God was able to work in and through Paul, 
 Spreading the Gospel throughout Asia. 
  Paul’s remains central for the modern church’s 
   Understanding of Jesus’ death and his resurrection. 
 
And those ‘super-apostles’? 
 The ones with the silver tongues  
  And exalted spirituality? 
   Their names are lost to the sands of time. 
 
So what was the difference? 
 
Paul knew that it wasn’t about the powers of personality or persuasion. 

It wasn’t about his pedigree or his spiritual experiences. 
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Paul knew it wasn’t about him, but about God. 
 
As he told us earlier in this letter: 
 But we have this treasure in jars of clay 

to show that this all-surpassing power is from God a 
and not from us.vi 

 
A number of years ago I officiated a wedding  

at a small church in Prince George. 
 
Grace Anglican is a small church. 

It is a panabode, a log home, by construction. 
The sanctuary is maybe a third the size  

of the space we enjoy here. 
 
Small church=small congregation. 
    
In addition to ministering to the congregation 

The priest served as the caretaker, the warden. 
 
When I arrived for the wedding rehearsal the priest opened the building.  
 He was also there to set up the sound  

and open the doors for the service. 
  
Following the wedding I had a few moments to chat with him. 
 
Noting his humble circumstances 

I made some comment about the challenges of church decline 
  In the post-Christian era. 
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While was trying to be sympathetic, he responded quickly: 
 “I think the church is at its best when it is weak.” 
 
I thought about this as I left. 
 Years later I am still reflection on this observation. 
 
Things are different when you are weak… 
 Things ARE better when God’s people are weak… 
 
When we are weak is not about what we want, 
 And it’s not about how we want it; 
  It is not about excising our strength  
   Or about proving ourselves or showing off. 
 
In the end it is about God. 

It is about God’s will and God’s purposes. 
 
So may we accept our weakness. 
 And discover God’s power in it. 
  Amen 

 
i See Philippians 3:4-6 
ii See 2 Corinthians 11:7 
iii 2 Corinthians 12 8 NIV 
iv Quoted in “WEEKLY SERMON ILLUSTRATION: PAUL” July 2, 2018 www.frederickbuechner.com/blog/2018/7/2/weekly-sermon-

illustration-paul 
v 2 Corinthians 10:10 NIV 
vi 2 Corinthians 4:7 NIV 


