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There was a couple attending a church many years ago, we’ll call them John and Jane 

Smith for this story’s sake, who were well-accepted members of their loving Christ-centered 

congregation. They did many good acts, they were active members of their congregation who 

gave, and participated often. They probably sang in their church choir and dedicated most of 

their time to the church. They were the ‘perfect’ church couple, many of us would have been 

friends with them. However, John and Jane made a crucial decision that would cost them their 

lives. The decision was insignificant in relation to daily life, but spiritually the decision was 

deadly. Years ago, when this story happened, the church was at a very precarious place. There 

was great uncertainty about the future of John & Jane’s church, and it rested upon the 

shoulders of the church leaders at the time to maintain order, spiritual direction, and consistent 

leadership for their congregation. Having spiritually adrift people was not an option. John and 

Jane had made money in their lives through a frugal investment in real estate, something many 

people have done over the years. When it came time to cash in on the investment, they made a 

great deal of money. They sold their land because their plan was to donate the proceeds to their 

church. The amount of money they gave was their biggest issue. They had made a promise to 

give all of the proceeds to their church. The money was is so great! Jane cried. The church can’t 

possibly need all of this money. We can surely keep some of it for ourself! John said. Then and 

there, John and Jane conspired to give a great deal of the money to the church, but to keep a 

little back for themselves in their rainy-day fund.  

  

 It came time for the offering to be brought to the church, and John left the house first, 

telling Jane he would be back in a while. John and Jane didn’t own a car, and so he walked 

down the street to the church. Their Pastor was there, waiting for them to bring the money they 

had promised. John handed the pastor the cheque with a great smile across his lips. The pastor 

looked at the amount and was crestfallen. He looked up from the cheque to John.  

 

 “How could you do this John?” 

 “I don’t understand, sir?” John said.  

 “You’ve lied to us. You’ve let the world collude your mind with this idea.” 

 John was even more confused at this statement. “I don’t know what you’re talking 

about.” He said. 

 “You have kept part of the money for yourself from the real estate sale, didn’t you? You 

promised us this money, made your profit and then came and lied to us. You’ve lied about to the 

Holy Spirit. How could you do such a thing? You’ve lied not just to us, but you’ve lied to God 

Almighty!” The Pastor concluded.  

  

 John opened his mouth to speak, but not another word came out. His eyes glazed over, 

his world disappeared, and he collapsed to the ground, dead. There was a group of young men 

at the church, and they ran over to see the commotion. They quickly came to the horrible 

realization of what had happened. No coroner was needed here.  



3 hours passed and Jane was getting worried at home. John had said he would be quickly 

returning from the church. It had been far too long. So Jane set out on foot to the church. She 

arrived not long after, and found her Pastor standing at the altar. He turned to see her, 

approaching. 

 “Where is John?” She asked quickly. 

 “Tell me how much money you received from the real estate sale you made.” the Pastor 

said. He named the amount that John had given him on the cheque. “Was it this much?” he 

flipped the cheque around, showing it to her.  

 “Yes.” She replied. “That’s all we got for the land.” 

 “Why did you and John do this?” the Pastor asked. “Why have you both together 

conspired against God and his church? Can you hear the boys outside? They are here to take 

your body away, the same men who witnessed your husband’s death.” 

 Jane had the same reaction as her husband. Her mouth opened in protest, but nothing 

came out. She fell down and was gone. The boys came in, raised her body up and took her to 

be buried in the church plot near her husband.  

  

 By now I am sure many of you realize this parable I am telling is the true story of 

Ananias and Sapphira from the book of Acts Chapter 5 in the Bible. Ananias and Sapphira were 

first century Christians, in the hotbed of contention with the Roman Empire. There is a bigger 

issue going on than just holding back money from the church here. It is an issue of the heart 

towards God. 

 

Let’s take a step back in time now from about the 80s when the story of Ananias & 

Sapphira took place, to the 50s (AD of course). Paul is writing his second letter to the church at 

the city of Corinth, he’s staying in Macedonia, and he is preparing them for a visit from a few 

men he is sending ahead of himself. If you were with us last week, you’ll remember Justin 

preaching about Paul’s call to love one another generously, and how Paul reminded the 

Corinthians of their first calling for giving, but also to complete what they had said they would 

complete. To follow through with their words that Paul heard them say the last time he was in 

Corinth.  2 Corinthians 9 is a direct continuation of the ideas about generosity and cheerful 

giving from chapter 8. That’s why this passage is often titled in our Bibles as “the cheerful giver.” 

However, I don’t think that title adequately describes what and why God used Paul to write this 

section of Scripture. There is more here to be gleaned from the passage. We’ll read it together, 

it’s only 15 verses, and then we will go through three main points that Paul is making through 

this passage that are very applicable to us, and to our current world climate.  

 

“I really don’t need to write to you about this ministry of giving for the believers in 

Jerusalem. 2 For I know how eager you are to help, and I have been boasting to the 

churches in Macedonia that you in Greece were ready to send an offering a year ago. In 

fact, it was your enthusiasm that stirred up many of the Macedonian believers to begin 

giving. 

3 But I am sending these brothers to be sure you really are ready, as I have been 

telling them, and that your money is all collected. I don’t want to be wrong in my 



boasting about you. 4 We would be embarrassed—not to mention your own 

embarrassment—if some Macedonian believers came with me and found that you 

weren’t ready after all I had told them! 5 So I thought I should send these brothers 

ahead of me to make sure the gift you promised is ready. But I want it to be a willing 

gift, not one given grudgingly. 

6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the 

one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7You must each decide in your 

heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 

loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. 

Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with 

others. 9 As the Scriptures say, 

“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 

Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” 

10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the 

same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great 

harvest of generosity in you. 

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And 

when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 12 So two good 

things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem 

will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God. 

13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them 

and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And 



they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has 

given to you. 15 Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 

I titled this sermon, God’s Unending Providence because i feel this would be a much 

more appropriate title for the section than “The cheerful giver.” The scholars who made these 

titles in the Bible often pick one important thing we can take home to our lives. I imagine we’ve 

all heard it said a hundred times, “God loves a cheerful giver” from mom as we as teenagers 

slink back in our pews, hiding the 14$ we made from mowing the lawn. God giving us all we 

need is the greater message here. 

 

So that is our first big idea, God generously provides for His church, just just 

individuals.  

 

The Corthians were the first of the believing churches to give generously, Paul mentions 

this in the previous chapter, and their generosity became so known in the area that Paul told 

other churches about just how willing they were to give to the cause of Christ. I wish that I was a 

Corinthian in that time; to be so known for our outpouring of generosity that church leaders brag 

about us to other congregations. What a badge of honour that would be.  

 

Notice though, the context of this giving situation is corporate, which is why I would take 

some caution in applying this passage to individual believers. Paul is calling for one gift, of 

varying sizes from different people, as a mercy gift to the Macedonians. The Macedonian 

Christians were poor, very new Christians who were made of very recent converts. They gave 

all that they had, Paul says in chapter 8. They were afflicted by great troubles that likely lead to 

their poverty. Yet in their hearts remained the joy of giving generously. Paul turns his attention 

to the Corinthians reminding them of how much wealth they do have, verse 6 of chapter 8; “You 

are rich in everything -” Paul goes on to give examples. He is preparing their hearts for the 

generosity that they had already set out to do.  

 

God used the Corinthian church, a more wealthy congregation of believers, to subsidize 

the other churches who were just starting, under affliction, and being severely tested. This is 

very similar to our modern missionary work, 2000 years later. At Sturgeon we give out of our 

abundance to help those who have not, and are in need. We are certainly very missionally 

focused. This is what God is calling for when he says, “I love a cheerful giver.” He wants us to 

want to give for these causes, to want to help the poor and afflicted through the body of Christ. 

It’s very easy for us to give only to our local church. The money won’t go anywhere unless we 

really begin to understand that our fellowship is a body of believers. We are thumbs, hands, 

eyes, and as we were reminded in Chapter 8, we are rich in many different areas.  

This brings me to my second point of this sermon: God distributes differing gifts, at 

different times, to different people.  

 

Paul exhorted the Corinthian church because they were rich in much; faith, in speaking 

ability, in knowledge, in the willingness to help, and in love. They also had money. God 



gave them these things, he gave to each person in their congregation these specific 

gifts so that they could be demonstrated in acts of service to others. The most 

convincing way that we as Christians attract people who don’t know Christ is by acting 

like Christ, by talking like Christ, through our willingness to help like Christ and to love 

like Christ. Sometimes, God even bestows upon us specifically as individuals, great 

financial wealth. Some people make more money than others, whether it be through 

their hard work, circumstances, or a combination of both. To them is a bigger burden of 

thought: what does God want me to do with this wealth? How can I corporately benefit 

the kingdom like the Corinthians were called to do.  

 

Sometimes these gifts come and go. Wealth ebbs and flows over time. The 

spirituals ebb and flow over time, and each person is in a season of personal spiritual 

growth with the Lord. Sometimes that changes.  

 

One of the most important lessons I learned in my life was actually demonstrated 

in Paul’s letter here. I was praying a while ago for a vehicle that would suit the needs of 

my family. At the time, it was just my wife and I and we needed something cheap and 

fuel efficient. I found an old diesel Mercedes. God generously provided for us in this 

circumstance. We prayed, He answered. However, the amount of work and time I have 

invested in this vehicle to get it up to snuff far exceeded any expectation I had. Parts are 

cheap, labour is not. Doing it yourself, with the help of many YouTubers, has kept our 

car on the road. God provided for us as a family. But it required effort, time, and some 

finances on our part to use the gift God gave us. We did this so that we did not have to 

have a car payment that would take away our ability to afford living, while also donating 

to the differing charities we give to. For the time, place, and spiritual walk I was walking 

at that time, it was exactly what I needed.  

 

I know this story resonates with many people because we all acknowledge the 

difficulty of the coming and going of our ability to give. Remember that in giving from 

your wealth, it may not always be in cash. It may be with the time that you have to give. 

It may be, as Paul says “in everything that you do.” The Macedonians were poor, and 

the Corinthians were rich. That was not always the case, and they riches never stayed. 

What did remain was God’s constant providence in their lives, giving them hope for 

providence when they had not, and giving them joy to give when they had.  

The last point, and probably the most important point, is that God loves a 

cheerful giver. What does this cliche actually mean? Well of course God loves when 

we are happy to give to His church, but on the other side of that coin he says this 

through Paul for our own benefit. If we aren’t cheerfully giving, what are we doing? The 

HCSB translation says in verse 5; “Therefore I considered it necessary to urge the 

brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance the generous gift you promised, 



so that it will be ready as a gift and not as an extortion.” Not as an extortion. If we are 

feeling pressured for any reason, its extortion. God does not want to extort money or 

works, or time, or faith, or devotion from us. He wants us to be the ones who ask they 

question: “How can I help? How can I steward my funds, my faith, my time, for Him?” If 

God is the one making the approach, holding us spiritually to follow through with a 

donation, then it's all coercion, and we will resent our faith for it.  

 

Paul gives a warning in this though, for those people thinking: “Oh I know! I’ll give 

only 5$ then, because I can give whatever I want and God says I can give whatever I 

want!” By no means, as Paul would say. This holds us to an even higher standard, 

because there is no bar that we must simply reach. Sometimes the Lord may put a call 

on our hearts to do a lot more than we bargained for at the beginning of the day. It will 

tax more than just our wallets. The person who sows a little, will reap a little. If you go to 

a farmers field and plant a quarter of the field, you aren’t going to find a full field of grain 

at harvest time. You’lll find…. A quarter of a field or less of grain. Go plant an entire 

field, and you’ll find an entire field of grain. This is an exercise of our trust in the Lord. 

However, we can often assume that we will receive in the exact order in which we pay. 

Though this is common with man, it is uncommon with God. It could look like this: 

you’ve volunteered for nursery at church, and therefore you cannot see the sermon 

each Sunday. But you trust that God will give you time throughout the week to engage 

with him on a meaningful level and to hear the Word. Maybe you trust God to provide 

for the church so they can purchase a TV, so that you can watch the sermon in the 

nursery as you go about your Sunday duties. Perhaps you donate a good sum of money 

to the church for a specific reason. You trust God to provide for you in other ways while 

you adjust to the giving, maybe with more overtime at work, or maybe someone else 

providing for you in ways you can’t conceive now. Not only will God provide for you 

personally, but in times of trouble, we can lean on each other as brothers and sisters in 

Christ. During this COVID crisis, SVBC has been preparing meals for those who don’t 

have the time or finances to prepare their own meals consistently. People have donated 

their time in shopping for the ingredients, in putting them together, and in the kitchen 

preparing them, faithfully, each week. 

 

This is how God continuously, in an unending manner, provides for His people. 

This is how God provides different gifts to different people at different times, and this is 

how God prepares the hearts for cheerfully giving to what is needed.    

 

As we close out here today, I’m going to leave you with the story of the true giver, 

from Mark chapter 12. This story outlines someone who had total trust in the Lord. Not 

that God would restore what wealth she gave, but that God would sustain her, 



regardless of her circumstances. I pray that we will have the same faith in God for His 

unending providence every day of our lives.  

 

Jesus sat near the Temple collection box[h] and watched as people put money into it. 

Many rich people put in a lot of money. 42 Then a poor widow came and put in two very 

small copper coins, worth less than a penny. 

43 Jesus called his followers to him and said, “This poor widow put in only two small 

coins. But the truth is, she gave more than all those rich people. 44 They have plenty, 

and they gave only what they did not need. This woman is very poor, but she gave all 

she had. It was money she needed to live on.” 

Let us pray: 

 

-Open hearts to receive this Word 

-That we would listen for the prompting of the Spirit where we should give 

-That we would not be reluctant or feel like we are extorted to give, but that as we 

give from our abundance, we bless those who don’t have that option.  

-That we realize no matter our circumstance, God provides.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=ERV#fen-ERV-24395h

