
 

 

 

AUGUST 6, 2020 WEEKLY UPDATE 

 
Welcome to the inaugural weekly web bulletin for St. John’s.  As we prepare to 

resume in-person worship in September, moving from “Red” to “Amber” stage in 
the diocesan In This Together plan, there will be a weekly update posted to our 

website every Thursday.  There will be news about re-opening plans, links to 
pastoral letters, future events and other general information which you may find 
helpful. 
 

If you are wondering about something that isn’t covered in material you have 
received, then please contact Canon Catherine, the Wardens or a member of Parish 

Council.  We will do what we can to provide an answer. 
 

 
 
 

 
Per the pastoral letter mailed out on July 31, [Click here] St. John’s and the Diocese 

of Ottawa is planning to move from Red to Amber stage on September 1 with a 
resumption of in-person worship on September 6.  Things will look and feel a bit 
different and the Pandemic Task Force is working hard to ensure a safe, warm and 

welcoming environment.   
 

Here are a couple of “basics” to note, and to get ready for coming together again. 
 
There will only be 2 weekly services to begin. 

Sundays at 8am & 10:30am.  Both will be from page 185 in the BAS.   
 

Please call the parish office to “register” your attendance. 
We want to be ready for you!  We are limited to 50 people total in the building for 
worship, so call ahead and let us know which service you are going to attend and 

how many in your household will be coming.  If you cannot attend, call the office as 
soon as possible.  We will be assigning seats in the church so household “bubbles” 

can be together and proper physical distancing can be assured.   
 
Masks 

We are all used to it now.  Bring it.  Wear it.  We will make sure that you have one 
as you enter the building.  But don’t worry if you forget yours.  We’ll have one here 

for you.  If you are worried about being able to tolerate wearing one for an hour, 
then take some time now to ease into it by wearing one at home, first for 15 
minutes, then 30, then 45… 

 
 

In-person Worship to Resume September 6 

https://www.stjohn-smithsfalls.com/news/july-2020-parish-letter


 
Love One Another – from a Distance! 
Be sure to keep that 6ft/2m distance from your friends you haven’t seen in months!  

Follow the spacing markers and directional signage.  
 

Coming & Going 
In a bit of a change from the pastoral letter which says the parish hall will be off 
limits on Sundays, you will actually enter church from the parish hall front door.  

That’s so if is raining, (or snowing…because you know, that will happen eventually!) 
you can stay warm and dry if there is a bit of a line up.  One of the friendly ushers 

will be there to greet you. 
 
You will “check in” and another friendly usher will escort you to your pew.  How is 

that for service with a smile (behind the mask, of course!)  We don’t want you to 
worry about which direction to travel or finding which pews have space for you and 

your family.  We’ll work that out ahead of time for you.  And your order of service 
will be there waiting for you. 
 

When you leave, make your way out either the north or south door of the church 
onto George St.  Be courteous to one another and let the people in the pew ahead 

of you out first.  And while we know you just can’t wait to catch up with friends, 
please move along and out of the building in a timely fashion.  The goal is to get 
people out into the fresh air sooner rather than later. (Don’t worry, the preacher 

has been given that memo too!) 
 

If the stairs are an issue, and you need to access the ramp from the parking lot, let 
the office know when you call.  You can come and go via that door, and we will be 
expecting you.  The door from the parking lot is reserved only for those who need 

to use the ramp.  Please be respectful of that. 
 

“Go” Before You Leave Home 
Remember your mother asking you that question before the car trip?  The only 
washroom open will be the one at the back of the church and it will only be 

available if it is an emergency.  Pandemic protocols indicate a need to sanitize the 
washroom after each use, so please, only use it if you absolutely have to.   

 
On-line is still an option 

You may not feel comfortable to start worshipping in person yet.  That’s okay.  We 
are still going to be offering on-line worship so that you can stay connected on 
Sunday morning. 

 
 

 
 
 

Starting September 1, the office will be “open” 9am – 12noon but by appointment 
only – no drop-ins.  Please call ahead.  To keep staff and parishioners safe, we are 

limiting foot traffic in the building.   
 
 

 
 

Office Hours 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Bazaar & Games Night  

Amber stage means fellowship events and in-person gatherings are still on-line 
only.  So our traditional Harvest Bazaar won’t be happening in October and we can’t 

resume Games Night yet. But watch this space.  Hopefully there can be some 
creative ways to enjoy each other’s company.  We’ve had a Bible Q&A and a book 
study on Zoom already so opportunities abound. 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday School will remain on-line in Amber stage.  Emily is busy getting ready to 
connect with children “virtually” in more interactive ways.  She is making up story 

boxes and is looking for carvers, whittlers, woodworkers, sewers, knitters and 
quilters who might be able to make the figures and set pieces for the stories.  
Things like animals for Noah’s Ark, the whale for Jonah & the Whale, the 12 

disciples, David & Goliath, quilted or fabric waters/rivers and land backgrounds.  If 
you can help, please contact Emily at emduberville@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for your generous financial support.  Offering envelopes can be mailed to 
the parish office or dropped off in the mailbox.  Perhaps consider signing up for PAR 
(pre-authorized remittance) if that would work for you.  Information was about PAR 

was included in the Easter mailing or you can contact the Envelope Secretary for an 
information package:  SJSFenvelopesecretary@gmail.com 
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