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July 26 Reflection: Spiritual Wisdom – Jesus and Solomon 

 

In this morning’s readings, spiritual wisdom – its crucial importance and our desire and 

need to develop it – is a key theme of all four selections. We listened to Solomon’s 

request for Wisdom that he might govern well, and the psalmist’s joyful thanks for the 

Wisdom he attains through reading sacred texts, in his case the Torah. We listened to 

what Jesus, as the Master of Wisdom, deeply steeped in the teachings of the Torah and 

to new interpretations, taught us about the kingdom of God; and although we didn’t 

hear the fourth reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, it too is about spiritual 

wisdom, the apostle telling us we have begun to attain it when we choose to align our 

will and our resolve toward knowing the love of God.  

 

The reading from Matthew presents five of Jesus’ well-known parables –“parable” 

being a Greek word meaning to place things alongside one another for comparative 

purposes. All of these parables begin with a comparative statement – “the kingdom of 

heaven is like” – followed by the analogy. This was an established literary format of 

teachers of wisdom in the ancient world, and according to some scholars, a key intent 

of the Gospel of Matthew is to present Jesus as the most accomplished of all wisdom 

teachers.  

 

In the first pair of parables – the Mustard Seed and the Leavened Bread, Jesus portrays 

how the Kingdom of Heaven is established through the most mundane of things and 

the smallest of beginnings, only to grow to reach the most remarkable size and 

abundance: We are told of the tiny mustard seed, considered a weed in the ancient 

world, that so flourishes and grows it provides shade, sanctuary and habitat for birds 

and wildlife. In the second parable, we are told of a woman who adds a small portion of 
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yeast to three measures of flour that according to scholars is enough to make a large 

quantity of leavened dough and several loaves of bread.  

 

In the second pair of parables, the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price, Jesus 

portrays the Kingdom of Heaven to be of such great value it’s worthy of the boldest of 

actions to gain it:. We hear how someone finds and hides an incredible treasure in a 

field he does not own, only to sell all his goods in order to purchase the same field. We 

hear of a merchant who finds among many pearls, a single exceptionally exquisite pearl 

and sells all his goods to acquire it. The extravagant response of the treasure finder and 

the pearl merchant matches the extravagant growth of the tiny mustard seed and the 

bread-maker’s success at making many loaves of leavened bread.  

 

The strangeness of these parables makes them powerful metaphors relevant to every 

age including our own. I recently found myself thinking of the Parable of the Mustard 

Seed on a visit to some of Gabriola’s gardens. During my conversations with these 

committed knowledgeable gardeners, all said they began with the most unpromising 

of sites, some even contending with the aftermath of intense logging. Nevertheless, 

after many years of perseverance, persistence, and the use of organic gardening 

practices, they had patiently nurtured the smallest of seeds and cuttings to create the 

amazing results I saw before me: the restoration of the land and a glorious abundance 

of edibles and beautiful flowers to enjoy, and wonderful habitat for many species of 

birds, including several hummingbirds who were darting all about. 

 

The Parable of the Leavened Bread derives its power as a metaphor from the process 

of leavening or fermentation that in the ancient world, because it was not understood 

and without modern baking methods difficult to control, was regarded with suspicion, 

if not as something impure, even corrupt. Jesus under-minds these superstitions by 
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comparing the kingdom of God to a woman – clearly both genders are equally a part 

of God’s realm – a woman who – through due attention and diligent care to the 

strange process of leavening – successfully produces a large quantity of leavened 

dough and several loaves of bread. In this parable, Jesus implies that God will use 

strange, if not corrupt processes to bring about personal and societal change: God 

uses any means available to bring about God’s kingdom.  

 

The recent re-emergence of the outcry for social justice and the demand to eradicate 

racism as a systemic corruption embedded in our society, which powerful factions 

always try to conceal, could be seen as God’s use of a truly corrupt practice to 

reawaken us from our complacency and take up anew the struggle for racial equality. 

Racial equality, like the struggle for all equalities, is an ongoing process and it is 

attainable but only through our continual watchfulness and vigilance. Martin Luther 

King and John Lewis, as men of deep spiritual wisdom, hope and courage, maintained 

the “arc of the moral universe is long, but it does bend toward justice.” A similar idea 

and depth of spiritual wisdom was also expressed by the great Christian mystic Julian 

of Norwich who said, “all shall be well, all manner of things shall be well, for there is 

a force of Love moving through the universe that holds us fast and will never let us 

go.” 

 

On a more personal level, in a discussion about the Parable of the Leavened Bread I 

once had with a cancer support group, some of the survivors commented that while 

they saw their cancer as an agent of corruption, it became the catalyst for such a 

positive transformational change in themselves, in that they had to continually plumb 

their inner-most depths for evermore strength, resilience and courage, that they found 

they were oddly glad of having gone through the experience – an experience they 
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would never have otherwise taken, certainly not voluntarily – nor, they added, would 

ever want to repeat.  

 

Sometimes, it is from the most difficult of situations and circumstances that we learn 

the most about ourselves and our strengths and our weaknesses. Having survived 

toxic work environments, as I know some of you also have, I certainly learned more 

than I otherwise would have about myself and about patience, resilience and 

endurance. Interestingly, the symbol of the apostle Luke is a bull or an ox – the ox, 

that domestic beast of burden known for its strength of endurance.  

 

In all four of these parables – the Mustard Seed, Leavened Bread, Hidden Treasure, 

Pearl of Great Value – Jesus uses their strangeness to jolt us out of our usual patterns 

of thought to show us how God uses the extraordinary, but also the most ordinary to 

transform our societies and our lives – to help us to see that the Kingdom of God is 

at hand – that it already exists within each of us, waiting to be discovered. In the 

wisdom teachings of Jesus, he tries to show us how God uses whatever is available to 

bring about God’s kingdom both in our communities and in ourselves. 

 

Turning for a moment to the reading we heard from Kings, Solomon dreams he prays 

for and receives the gift of Wisdom. The image of a pious Solomon this passage 

conveys soon disappears once it is read within the context of the entire book of 1 

Kings and the authors’ description of his luxurious, indulgent lifestyle as a monarch. 

Nevertheless, Solomon’s wise request for “an understanding mind to govern your 

people” – seems, in the early days of his reign, to be the right request at the right time. 

As a young and inexperienced king, Solomon, is prepared to recognize his immaturity 

– “I am only a little child” – and acknowledge his dependency on God.  
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Because of the unselfish nature of his request and his alignment with the divine will, 

God grants him the gift of a wise and discerning mind – but also the gifts of wealth 

and honour to guarantee the resources he needs for a long and effective rule. In the line 

that follows God says, “I will also give you what you have not asked for, both riches 

and honour.” The unrequested bestowal of such resources reinforces Jesus’ teaching 

that if we are focused on God’s will, all the resources we need to carry out what we are 

to do will be given to us.  

 

Theologians and psychologists point out the practice of orienting ourselves not 

according to our burdens, but to our resources helps us to respond to situations more 

creatively and positively. To focus on our resources, those that we have and those that 

we need, rather than on our burdens leads us to take up both our challenges and 

opportunities with more confidence, energy and enthusiasm, and with greater 

Wisdom and discernment 

 

The theologian Thomas Blair maintains the first lesson of Wisdom is to identify what 

resources we already have, which are often more than we think, but equally, what 

resources we need and who we can entrust ourselves to – who we know we can believe, 

trust and confide in. Living through the COVID situation seems to me to be a lesson in 

discerning the resources we need to navigate the physical, psychological and spiritual 

pitfalls of isolation. As Jesus taught us, even simple resources can be of immeasurable 

help. Many of you have expressed appreciation at being able to connect with one 

another through the check-in phone calls our pastoral team has arranged. Perhaps the 

COVID situation can be thought of as a reminder that we, as Christians, are to live out 

our Christian discipleship not solely on our own but, as the theologian Julia Gatta says, 

within a community to which we are accountable and which is accountable to us 

through the bonds of love and trust. It is a significant expectation, but as Solomon 
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learned, God’s wisdom arrives when we are not self-serving but when we serve others – 

when our intentions and our life aligns with the will of God. 

 

I close the reflection with this prayer: 

Seed-planting, bread-baking, treasure-seeking, pearl-hunting God, 

  you shape us into living parables. 

Help us to pray with your Spirit in us,  

  that we may understand our experiences as healing metaphors  

  and acquire the Wisdom to live the creative and abundant life you intend for us. 

Amen. 


