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Having a Wild Summer
If Canada Day is the first day of summer, and Labour
Day is the last, then summer is already half over. And
so, as of this coming Sunday (August 9) we will also
reach the midpoint in our summer preaching series
entitled “Into the Wild.” Our “virtual” guest speakers
will be Murray and Michelle Derksen, who are Regional Developers for the Caribbean Sun Region with
Global Ministries. They’ll be exploring the theme of
“God’s Invitation to the Wild,” as they unpack – not
surprisingly for pastors who have devoted their
careers to international missions work – God’s call on
us to take the gospel into the remotest corners of the
world.
A few weeks ago Pastor Brian took us along on the
first journey that Moses made into the wilderness,
when he encountered God in a burning bush on the
barren slopes of Mt Horeb. On Sunday, August 16
Pastor Jamie - returning to the pulpit after a welldeserved summer hiatus - will take us back to the
Book of Exodus, this time to Chapter 16. There,
through a retelling of the story of how God provided
His people with manna and quail to eat each day,
Jamie will explore the idea of God’s Provision in the
Wild.
The theme for Pastor Jamie’s sermon on August 23
will be “God’s Promise in the Wild.” He’ll take us on a
whirlwind tour through several chapters from the
Book of Isaiah (32, 35, 41 and 51).
It is our hope that this summer series is providing you
with a chance to “go deep” in your understanding of
what the experience of wilderness can teach us about
who God is, and who we are called to be in our relationship with Him. If you have had to miss any of the
messages in this series, we encourage you to make
time to visit our website at sevenoaks.org, where all
of our past sermons are available to listen to, and
catch up on the messages you have missed.

Gathering Again to Worship
On Sunday, July 26, we resumed holding in-person worship
gatherings at the church building, and over the course of
our first two Sundays back together we’ve held six worship
gatherings with an average attendance of about 35-40
people per gathering. It has been a joy and a delight to be
able to gather again for corporate worship together, even if
it is (for now) in smaller numbers than we are used to. The
members of the Sevenoaks family have adapted admirably
to both the need to pre-register and the need to comply with
physical distancing guidelines. Thank you for your willingness to “go with the flow.”
One opportunity that we have found ourselves able to take
advantage of as we have begun to worship together in
these much smaller groups has been the opportunity to
have an interactive time of prayer together at the end of
each gathering. Those who have attended over the course
of the last two Sundays have been generous and open in
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their willingness to share their prayer requests and to pray
for each other.
For each of the first three Sundays that we have been gathering again to worship, we have been offering four gathering
times for people to choose from: one at 9:00 a.m., one at
11:00 a.m., one at 4:00 p.m., and one at 6:00 p.m. The 4:00
option has not proven to be attractive to any more than a
handful of worshippers, and we’ve ended up cancelling it
three weeks in a row. So we’ve made a decision that starting
with Sunday, August 16, we’ll no longer be offering a 4:00
gathering, but will instead stick with just offering three.

July Giving Report
Total giving to the church by way of tithes & offerings
for the month of July totaled $62,241. This represents
a 12% reduction from the total amount of giving that
we received during July of last year.
Our total year-to-date giving has been $471,345.
This represents a $135,269 (or 23%) shortfall on how
much we would have needed to have received by
now in order to be “on budget” for giving.

We’ve been pleased with the turn-out for the three worship
gatherings that we’ve been able to hold each week, but we
haven’t yet reached full capacity. So come on out and join
us! To register and reserve yourself a spot in any of the
three gatherings, please call the church office or come in to
the church office during office hours (9:00 to 4:00, Monday
to Thursday).

Financial Giving
Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, an act
of worship to the living God & an expression of trust in
Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision of knowing
Jesus & making Him known.

New Building Superintendent

Online via Pushpay
Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recurring
gift to the church using Pushpay. Use a credit card & designate where you want your gift to go.

Effective August 4, Keegan Greenwood has formally
taken up his new 30-hour-per-week staff position as
our new Building Superintendent. We say
“formally” because Keegan has been working with
us since the time of the pandemic lockdown in
March, in a part-time (12-hour-per-week) contract
role as our after hours Building Caretaker, and prior
to that he was the general contractor on our project
to restore and renovate the Chapel. Although the
position of Building Superintendent is a new position, Keegan will be taking up most of the duties
that used to be carried out by Ron Demers, who retired from his position as Facilities Manager last
April, after 11 years of service on staff at Sevenoaks.

Online Banking
There are 2 ways to give through your financial
institution’s online banking site:
1. Bill Payment
Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your
offering envelope number as your account number.
2. E-Transfer
Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the amount you
want to give & make up a security question. Then be sure
to send the security question answer for the e-transfer in
a separate email to life@sevenoaks.org so that we can
accept it.

Keegan and his wife, Lauren, have been members of
the Sevenoaks family since 2008. They have four
children, and have both been actively involved in a
number of ministries at the church. We’re delighted
to have Keegan finally coming onto the staff team
with us, and we invite you to join us in welcoming
him into his new position.

Cheque
Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance Church.
Ensure that your name or offering envelope number is
clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the completed cheque
in an envelope & mail or bring it to the church office.
Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church!

Contact Information

Ooops…
In the last newsletter, we mistakenly
listed Sheryl Evison as a newly-elected
member of the Nominating Committee.
It should have stated Ruby Stobbe.
Our apologies to Sheryl & Ruby.

Sevenoaks Alliance Church
2575 Gladwin Road
Abbotsford BC V2T 3N8
Help us keep your information current.
Contact Tammy at the church office or email
ttoews@sevenoaks.org
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