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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude: “Beach Spring” - Nell Howard 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship coming to you from the 
Church of The Advent.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I am the interim priest-in-charge 
during the time leading up to the appointment of our next incumbent.  It is my joy to share in 
this service with our readers, prayer leaders, our videographer, Mike Armstrong, and our video 
editor, Bill Van Sickle.  And, with Nell Howard, our music director and members of the parish 
choir. 
Now, we invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join us as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “I wait for the Lord; in his word is my 
hope.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 9 “Today I Awake ”   
                              (John Bell © 1989, GIA Publications, Inc)  

                              Sung by Kathy Middleton & Azeita Harding 
 
Today I awake and God is before me. 
At night, as I dreamt, he summoned the day; 
for God never sleeps, but patterns the morning 
with slithers of gold or glory in grey. 
 
Today I arise and Christ is beside me. 
He walked through the dark to scatter new light. 
Yes Christ is alive, and beckons his people 
to hope and to heal, resist and invite. 
 
Today I affirm the Spirit within me 
at worship and work, in struggle and rest. 
The Spirit inspires all life which is changing 
from fearing to faith, from broken to blest. 
 
 
 
 



 
Today I enjoy the Trinity round me, 
above and beneath, before and behind; 
The Maker, the Son, the Spirit together 
they called me life and call me their friend. 
 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer – Christine Longhurst 
 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 

 
Come and worship, 
everyone on earth, 
everywhere the sun shines, 
let’s praise God together! 
 
For listening when we call, 
answering our prayers, 
forgiving our mistakes, 
and providing what we need: 
let’s praise God together! 
 
Come and worship, 
everyone on earth, 
everywhere the sun shines, 
let’s praise God together! 
 

We join together in the words of the collect for today: 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and the light of your 
Church.  Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the 
Spirit in love, joy, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 

Chat @ the Chancel:  

Song: “Like A Rock”   
               (Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 

                Sung by John, William, & Peter Hounsell-Drover 
 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 
 
Psalm: 105:1-11, 45c (BAS Pg.  845)                                                                                     Sue Hamblin  
 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvellous works. 
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Search for the Lord and his strength; continually seek his face. 
Remember the marvels he has done, his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham his servant, O children of Jacob his chosen 
Then he called for a famine in the land and destroyed the supply of bread. 
He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave 
They bruised his feet in fetters; his neck they put in an iron collar. 
Until his prediction came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him. 
The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
He set him as master over his household, as a ruler over all his possessions, 
To instruct his princes according to his will, and to teach his elders wisdom. 
Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 10:5-15                                                                              Jose Perena-Pratt  

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does 

these things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in 

your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will 

descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 

‘The word is near you,    on your lips and in your heart’ 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no 



distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 

on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 

in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ 

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
  
Hymn of the Day:  VU 374 “Come and Find a Quite Centre”  
                                       (by Shirley Erena Murray. 1962 Hope Publishing Company, ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship)  

                                 Sung by Bill & Linda Van Sickle, & Mary Wills 
 
Come and find a quiet centre in crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
 
Silence is a friend who  claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, face to face, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun. 
 
In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: 
there’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare! 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33                                                                                          Jose Perena-Pratt 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 

he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by 

the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he 



came walking towards them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 

they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, 

‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards 

Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And 

those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD   

 

Creator God, you call us to love and serve you with body, mind, and spirit through loving your 

creation and our sisters and brothers. Open our hearts in compassion and receive these 

petitions on behalf of the needs of the church and the world. 

 
Let us pray for the whole world for all creation, for every living creature for plants and flowers,  
for animals and for fragile human beings. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for those who suffer the sick and dying, for sorrow, and for the loss that separates 
us from the love of the eternal God. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  



 
Let us pray for the nations of the world for all people, for the land and water that sustains and 
renews life. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the leaders of nation and cities; May they remember to lean into you and to 
listen to your words. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Gracious God, protect those who have no place to live and no one to love them. Help them to 
know you, and to know love. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
We offer up our prayers of concern particularly for those we love: family, friends, and others. 
Fill us with Your Spirit.  Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
For all the blessings of this life we offer thanks, help us to have generous hearts and giving 
spirits. Help us to be your hands in the world. Gracious God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of the fragile bounty of this earth 
so that we may be entrusted with the riches of heaven. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our 
hope for God’s mercy. It is in admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step toward 
wholeness and healing. So let us pray our confession together: 
 
Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  



Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the Creator, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and forever 
more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:   CP 509 “Precious Lord Take My Hand”  
                                                (1938 © – Hill and Range Songs, Unichappell Music, Inc.) 

                                            Sung by Bill & Linda Van Sickle, & Mary Wills 
 
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;  
through the storm, through the night, 
lead me on to the light:  
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near;  
when my life is almost gone, 
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall: 
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears and the night draws near,  
and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand; guide my feet, hold my hand: 
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 
 
 
 
 



Commissioning:  
Through the stresses of daily living,  
we go forth with God.  
Through our struggles of too small a faith,  
we go forth with God. 
Through the waves of uncertainty in these times of turmoil and pandemic,  
we go forth with God.  
In all that we do, you Lord, are there to lift us up. Lord God, lead us home. 
We go forth with God on our right hand and on our left, to share the gift of salvation with all 
Creation.  Amen 
 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Province de L'Eglise Anglicane au Rwanda. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul, our Interim Priest. 

For Congregation of S. Columba, Tofino, & Territory of the People Anglican Church. 
 In the Selkirk Region for S. Mary of the Incarnation, Metchosin. 

  
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann, Joan, Maureen, 

Melissa. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  

 


