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August 10 Devotional (for Sunday August 16) 

Worship Series - 6  “Worship – Radical Discipleship”  

I was reminded this morning that we failed to do something which our family has tried to do for over a decade. We did 

not measure and weigh our sons on July 1st. How it came to be on or around July 1st I don’t know but it creates 

excitement to see how 1 year has changed each of them in physical stature. Many families have a door post or wall 

where the changes of their children have been recorded over time. How does this apply to our discussion of worship?  

Worshipping God leads to growth and change. Worship is part of radical discipleship. Just like physical growth can be 

recorded over time so too should our spiritual growth, which as we have seen over and over, affects every area of life. 

We have discussed several things about worship in recent weeks. I want to try to wrap up with some conclusions this 

week even though there is much more that could be studied and considered. What types of growth and change are 

experienced by those who worship the one true God? Many, but we will look at 3 categories of change.  

Initial Changes     Perpetual Changes     Eternal Changes  

Initial Changes - Those who worship God are called to be separate and live very differently. Exodus 20 records God’s 

words,   “2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  

  3 “You shall have no other gods before me.”  

We are created to live in communion with God and fellowship with each other. When Adam sinned all creation was 

broken and distorted irreparably. Worshipping God is what begins the process of realignment. Worship is the only 

appropriate response to a gracious God. Romans describes how Jesus sinless life and sacrificial death is the only way to 

be freed from sin and placed in right relationship with God.  

“18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in 

justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, 

so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so 

that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” 

Just as Israel was to worship the One who set them free from slavery from Egypt so too are we to worship the One who 

set us free from slavery to sin. As slaves to Jesus we are set free from sin and death to righteousness and life. Our initial 

decision to receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour is a decision for a new master. Apart from Jesus Christ we are still slaves to 

sin and death. When we worship someone or something other than the Lord then we remain slaves to sin which 

includes dire consequences as Deuteronomy 8 makes clear.  

 “17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18 You 

shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that 

he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 And if you forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve them 
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and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the nations that the Lord makes to 

perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God.”  

As followers of Jesus we recognize that everything we have and are from the Lord and we worship him only. And the 

blessing of worshipping God was always intended to be for all peoples and nations. Right from the Abrahamic covenant 

to the new covenant in Jesus blood all people are invited and implored to turn from going their own way to trust in 

Jesus, follow and worship him. This initial change is called salvation or rebirth. This sets a person on a new course with a 

new master, Jesus, leading to a life of perpetual change.  

Perpetual Change – Worshipping God, continuing to worship him with our whole lives results in constantly becoming 

more like God. Worshipping God is not just a little different than living our lives for ourselves or something else, it is 

radical. Discipleship is what we have chosen when we choose Jesus as lord and Savior. Fixing our eyes on Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith (worshipping him) produces impossible things in our lives. At least impossible for people, 

but not for God. This perpetual change brought about by God in lives of believers is called discipleship. Daryl Fulp writes, 

“Biblical discipleship is radical and unnatural. It turns the other cheek. It loves its enemies. It considers others more 

important than itself. It prioritized those the religious folk ignore and despise. It does not demand its own way. It does 

everything without complaining or arguing. When persecution comes it rejoices and forgives the perpetrator as it suffers 

and dies. And it looks to the word of God for its standard for words, attitude and conduct.”  

Peter starts his final chapter of his second letter with; 

 “Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to 

wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by 

our Lord and Savior through your apostles.” 

And continues with, “3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 

their own evil desires.…”  

Daryl Fulp calls out false discipleship when he writes, “The cultural Christianity that has invaded much of the western 

church is none of the above (radical biblical discipleship). It argues loudly and boldly. It vilifies those who do not agree 

with it. Its name calls and demands its ‘rights’. It complains at every perceived offense. And it believes such conduct is 

correct because it looks at others who call themselves the church as their standard, even as they insist they do not.”  

Second Peter describes scoffers as those who doubt and deny Christ’s return. But our lives can demonstrate unbelief as 

well when we follow our own desires rather than God. Many would like to skip this perpetual change called discipleship 

and just jump from initial to eternal change. “Save me” and in the end “rescue me” but don’t change me is a common 

sentiment. This is ludicrous and is not biblical or Christian. In the latter part of the Sermon on the Mount between a 

description of a how a tree (life) can be identified by its fruit (v. 15-20) and Jesus’ exhortation to build on a solid 

foundation (The Rock) is this startling teaching,  

“21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
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name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’    Matthew 7  

This chapter begins with a strong caution about how we judge others. It ends with these verse,  

“28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching 

them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” 

This is an exhortation and caution for us to examine our own lives not other’s. Jesus has the authority, all authority in 

heaven and on earth. Everyone will be held accountable to him for our response to him. Worship is a human response to 

a gracious God. No we are not expected to live perfectly. We receive God’s gift of salvation and abundant, eternal life by 

grace through faith. And when we accept this gift we are told to count the cost. To be freed from sin means we take on a 

new master. A good and gracious and loving Lord and Saviour. And this means we are no longer our own but have been 

bought at a very high price. And we have agreed to perpetual change. Worship is a human response to a gracious God. 

Actively worshipping leads to perpetual change by the power of the Holy Spirit. Every true believer has chosen to 

worship God and follow Jesus.  

Some may say that radical discipleship is only for some…? No. There is only discipleship for all who are in Jesus.  

Some of you may be feeling convicted, possibly even condemned. You need to understand the grace of God. God is not 

expecting perfection on our part but dependence upon him.  

Some may be responding to this with no conviction. Thoughts of, “Stop being so extreme” and “I know the truth about 

Jesus”. But do you know him? Jesus says, “Those who know me love me. And If you love me you will obey my 

commands.”   

 

Perpetual change is hard. Life on planet earth is hard. We must, as we saw last week, persevere. Chapter 3 of 2 Peter 

ends this way, “17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be 

carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 

Discipleship means perpetual growth. Worshipping God results in perpetual growth. Growth does not come easily. We 

don’t go alone. Don’t loose heart. God is working. As Paul encourages the Philippians so these verses should encourage 

us.  

“3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Yield to the Spirit’s work and partner with him in it. Repent of all that is not of him. Seek him with all your heart and ask 

him to grow you in grace and knowledge. He is. He will continue. Rest and abide in him. Enjoy the journey. Let him do 

the work of transformation and don’t take it upon yourself. Worship the Lord and heh will change you more and more 

into his likeness. And look forward to what is to come, eternal change.  
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Eternal Change – Jesus has promised to return for all who are his that we might be with him forever. Meditate on John 

14 which starts with Jesus saying; 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many 

rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You 

know the way to the place where I am going.” 

Dwell on these verses until your life reflects that you believe in him. Jesus will complete that changes he has begun and 

take all who worship him to be with him under his gracious leadership forever. Worshipping God helps us to connect 

with our true eternal destination now.  

God is drawing people toward true faith in Jesus resulting in an initial change of heart called rebirth and salvation. The 

Holy Spirit is making this positional reality a practical reality in our lives through perpetual change. Jesus will return to 

complete this work of transformation. We worship the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We worship who they are. We 

worship them for what they have accomplished. We worship them for all they will do.  

Together, let’s grow in worship and watch God grow us through worship.  

 

Pastor Gary 


