
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ AUGUST 16, 2020 

A LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR BROADCAST & LIVESTREAM 

Book of Alternative Services  
 

We acknowledge that we gather at St. John’s on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Algonquin Nation. Wherever you are worshiping this morning, consider the traditional land you 

are on and give thanks for the gift of it, praying we may dwell on the land with respect and 

peace. 

OPENING RITE 

 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

 

Officiant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no 

secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Officiant: Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom;  
All: and healed every infirmity among the people. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and sent into our hearts the Spirit of 

your Son. Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that all people may 
know the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
  

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading Genesis 45:1-15 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he 
cried out, "Send everyone away from me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph 

made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, 
and the household of Pharaoh heard it.  
 

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his 

brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 

For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve 

for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not 
you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  

 



Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land 
of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's 

children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 
there - since there are five more years of famine to come - so that you and your 

household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.' And now your eyes and 
the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You 
must tell my father how greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. 

Hurry and bring my father down here."  
 

Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers 
talked with him. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45c  (please join in at home and say in unison) 
 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity! 

 
It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard, 
 

Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 

It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 
For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore. 

 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit * as it was in the 
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen. 

 
 
 

Second Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew, for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as 

you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to 

you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 
that he may be merciful to all. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 



The Holy Gospel Matthew  14:22-33 
 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 

Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth 

that defiles." Then the disciples approached and said to him, "Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?" He answered, "Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are 

blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 
pit." But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." Then he said, "Are you also still 

without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, 

murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”  

 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on 

me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for 

she keeps shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." He 
answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." She said, 

"Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then 
Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." 

And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ. 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Homily 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Intercessions & Thanksgiving 
 

Let us offer our prayers to the source of all love and all life, saying, “Lord graciously 
hear us.” 
 

We pray to you Lord God for the body of Christ throughout the world:  for Shane our 
bishop, all bishops, clergy and lay leaders; for all who call St. John’s their spiritual 
home and for those who are worshiping with us today from different communities; that 

we may all be bright beacons of your strong, reconciling love, your endless mercy and 
your indestructible hope, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God for the world: for the leaders of the nations; for areas most 
besieged by the pandemic; for broken places where healthcare and resources are 
scarce; that your wisdom and compassion will prevail, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously 

hear us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God for our communities: for the elderly, confined to their homes 

and separated from family and support; for children, who cannot be with friends; for 
those who have lost their source of income; for those who have no home or for whom 
home is not safe; for those offering extraordinary or everyday kindness to others; that 

you will uphold and sustain them, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God for essential workers:  those who are visible to the public and 

those who are working in areas harder to see, all of whom put themselves at risk in 
service to others; that you will protect them, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear 
us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God for those who are sick: for those afflicted with coronavirus; 
for those with other illnesses and conditions which leave them vulnerable; for those 

with poor mental health; for all who suffer; (people are invited to name those for 
whom they are praying.  You can type a name into the comment section of the 

Facebook livestream First name only please to respect privacy.)  
That you would bring them healing and wholeness, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously 
hear us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God, for all who have died: we pray for those who died 
unexpectedly, those who died alone, those who have no one to remember them. We 

pray for families and friends who have been left behind; that they may know of your 
saving help, Lord hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray to you Lord God, for ourselves:  for our complicity and our lack of 

understanding in the face of racism and discrimination; for turning away from you and 
failing you by what we do, think or say; that you would forgive us, save us and help 

us, Lord hear us.  Lord graciously hear us. 
 

Lord God, hear the voice of our supplications and those we cannot say as we, who 
trust in your word and seek your face may know your peace.  This we ask through 

your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  Amen.   
 

 
 
 

 



A Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
 

Our Lord God, we thank you for all your blessings, for life and health, for laughter and 
fun, for all our powers of mind and body, for our homes and the love of dear ones, 

for everything that is beautiful, good and true.  But above all we thank you for giving 
your Son to be our Saviour and Friend.  May we always find our true happiness 

in pleasing you and helping others to know and love you. 
 

Glory and praise to you, our Father, through Jesus your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Spirit, in the kingdom of light eternal, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  
All:  Thanks be to God.   

 
All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 

 
Beirut Explosion Crisis Appeal:  PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund) has been in 
contact with the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) to express our sorrow, solidarity and prayers. 
PWRDF is pledging $25,000 to the ACT Alliance appeal for Beirut. ACT is in contact with their 
implementing members on the ground in Lebanon to determine how best to respond.   Please support 

PWRDF’s response to the Beirut Crisis! The government of Canada will match every donation made by 
individual Canadians to the Humanitarian Coalition and its members between August 4 and 24, 2020, up 
to a maximum of $2 million.  PWRDF is a member of the HC through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

Online 
Donate at https://pwrdf.org/give-today/and make your gift in Emergency Response, indicating Beirut 

Explosion in the message box. 
By Phone 

Call 1-866-308-7973 toll-free (please leave a message and we will return your call), or 416-822-9083 to 
speak immediately with someone who can process your donation over the phone.   

Do not send your credit card number by email or fax. 

By Mail 
Make cheques payable to PWRDF, Beirut Explosion and send to: 

The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund 
The Anglican Church of Canada 

80 Hayden Street, Toronto, Ontario  M4Y 3G2 
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